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Executive Summary 

Strategy Objectives 

Urban Forest Strategy 
The City of Canning has been identified as having one of the lowest levels of urban canopy cover in 

the Perth Metropolitan Area, with less than 8% canopy cover (measured in 2015) of the total City 

land area. This is significantly less than the required minimum for a healthy liveable community. In 

November 2019 the City endorsed the Urban Forest Strategy. This strategy sets the framework to 

support and grow the City’s Urban Forest to achieve the goal of a 22.3% increase in tree canopy 

cover across the City by 2031. To meet the Urban Forest Strategy target of canopy increase in Parks 

and Streetscapes, the City is required to plant at least 5151 new trees each year. 

The City is building a strategic plan for site auditing, tree species selection, planting and maintenance 

utilising it’s GIS platform, Intramaps. This allows site audit data to inform contract growing of tree 

species which are matched to the planting location – essentially “the right tree for the right location”  

The Uban Forest Strategy set out a target to achieve a 22.3% increase in canopy over a 20-year 

period. Recent canopy monitoring data indicates this appears to have been achieved within five 

years. Analysis of the two datasets suggests increases are likely the result of underestimation of 

canopy cover from the dataset measured in 2015. This is possibly due to inaccuracies in the  2015 

dataset, differences in time of year data was collected and differences measuring equipment. 

 

The City of Canning still has one of the lowest canopy cover levels of metropolitan Local 

Governments in Western Australia and should continue to work towards achieving the goals within 

in the Urban Forest Strategy. 

 

Street Tree Strategy 
The Street Tree Strategy is the operational document which guides the ongoing management of the 

City’s Street Tree Assets as well as informing implementation of the Urban Forest Strategy. It guides 

the City when considering tree species selection for planting programmes, planting location with 

regard to the Local Biodiversity Strategy, tree asset auditing and community engagemen as well as 

exploring innovative new techniques for providing soil environments to support tree growtht. The 

City will review the list of recommended tree species on an annual basis to support trialling of 

alternative tree species such as fruiting trees as well as drought tolerant tree species. The Street 

Tree Strategy recommends the City continue to undertake an audit of it’s street tree assets for 

future management. 

All actions within the Street Tree Strategy have been completed for this year and a summary of the 

activities against each action is listed within this report. 

 

 

 



 
 

Local Biodiversity Strategy 
The local biodiversity strategy has the vision that: 

Over the next 20 years, the diversity of indigenous speciesvand ecosystems is conserved, resilient to 

threats, restored and valued by the local community. 

The key objectives of the strategy are: 

 To increase the protection status of significant biodiversity in the City, including on local  

overnment managed or owned lands, and on private land. 

 To appropriately manage local natural areas to reduce threats to biodiversity. 

 To increase the viability and resilience of natural areas by establishing buffers and ecological 

linkages; considering the impacts of climate change. 

 To increase the distribution and abundance of fauna, including threatened fauna. 

 To increase local community awareness and support for biodiversity conservation. 

 

Plantings 
The City is utilising it’s GIS platform Intramaps to plan, implement and report on it’s street and park 

tree planting activities. The City uses the philosophy of “the right tree for the right location” with a 

view that healthy well grown tree species correctly matched to a planting site will thrive and provide 

benefit to the community for many decades into the future. Information gathered on on future site 

conditions, informs the City on the most appropriate tree species for the locations identified. This 

effectively allows the City to contract grow trees for the following seasons planting activities. Spatial 

data is then used to inform contractors for watering locations and allows the City to monitor and 

record any trees which fail to establish. The image on the following page shows the park and 

streetscape planting locations which were completed in 2021 winter planting season. A total of 5054 

new trees were planted in parks and streetscapes. This is 97 trees short of the target of 5151 trees 

per annum. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

  

Citywide Park and Streetscape sites planted in 2021 



 
 

Planting Targets 
 

Conservation Areas 

Target    2.3 hectares equate to approximately 23,000 tubestock  

Planted   5 hectares equating to approximately 43,000 tubestock 

Previous Year Survival  73%  

 

Ecological and Greening Corridors 

Planted   19,000 plants    

Previous Year Survival % 91%  

 

Streetscapes 

Target    2751 

Planted   3121 

Previous Year Survival   93% 

 

Public Open Spaces 

Target    2401 

Planted   1853 

Previous Year Survival  80% 

 

Tree Removals 
The City recognises retaining and protecting its mature trees as one of the most important things 

that can be done to achieve the goal of canopy increase. The City has a robust process in place to 

assess, approve and record the number of trees removed. Between 1 January 2021 and 14 

December 2021  a total of 45 Street trees were removed. Of these 36 were due to development 

approvals and crossover construction approvals. A further 6 were considered hazardous due to 

failure or compromised structure.  

Within Parks a total of 10 trees were removed. Four were removed for park development and are 

being repaced with 36 new trees. Three were found to be structurally compromised and were 

removed for safety reasons. 

City Led Projects   
To facilitate the delivery of City led projects including streetscape and park upgrades, the City 

permits to removal of live trees through the tree removal process. A total of 48 tree were removed 

to construct new streetscapes and park developments in 2021. To offset the loss of tree canopy 

cover 99 new trees are being planted as part delivering the improvement projects. 



 
 

Develoment Approvals/Subdivisions   
The City approves removal of street trees to permit construction of crossovers for development 

applications and subdivisions. Between 1 January 2021 and 14 December 2021 the City approved 

removal of 36 street trees for subdivisions and crossovers. The majority of these have been in 

Willetton with 13 removals which accounts for over one third of the total. 

 

Annual Canopy Change % +/- 
The City has received the 2020 Canopy Monitoring Report based on analysis of the aerial data 

captured in November 2020 from its canopy monitoring consultant, Arbor Carbon. Analysis of the 

aerial data indicates the City currently has approximately (641.3 ha) or 9.9% of its entire land area 

with vegetation more than 3m in height, classified as tree canopy. This was an increase of 30.1% 

compared with the value reported in 2015 (7.61%). Similar increases in canopy cover were reported 

in all land use categories ranging from the smallest increase of 13.09% in Freehold land to a 53.64% 

increase in Road Reserves. 

Canopy cover percentage is the central metric of the City of Canning Urban Forest Strategy. The 

strategy set out a target to achieve a 22.3% increase in canopy over a 20-year period. This appears to 

have been achieved within five years. However, comparative analysis of the datasets shows that 

many of the increases are likely the result of underestimation of canopy cover within the baseline 

dataset measured in 2015. This is likely due to a range of factors including: relatively poor estimation 

of vegetation height in 2015, differences in the time of year between datasets (October 2015 vs 

December 2020) resulting in some deciduous species being missed in the older dataset and 

differences measuring equipment. 

 

However, it is still fair to conclude that the City of Canning has one of the lowest canopy cover levels 

of metropolitan WA (Jacobs et al. 2014), and that the community desire an increase in canopy cover. 

Therefore, the goals and justifications articulated in the Urban Forest Strategy remain valid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Actions 
Urban Forest Strategy 

Actions listed in the Urban Forest Strategy have been prioritised over 10 years. A summary of the 

actions listed for completion in 2021 are listed below. 

 

 

2021 Actions 

Objective:  Provide Urban Forest leadership and coordination 

Action:  1.3 - Develop a business case for an increase in Municipal funding as an equitable 

component of the mechanism to fund the strategy implementation. 

Priority: High 

Comments: 3/12/2021 Draft Business Case presented to Board 

31/08/2021 This action is at risk as as may not be completed in time 

22/7/2021 Draft business case commenced. Document - D21/241052 

01/03/2021 Project board agreed to defer the action to year 2 (2022) 

 

 

Objective:  Engage with stakeholders in urban forest management 

Action:  4.1 Appoint an Urban Forest Community Engagement Officer to be responsible for 

development; coordination, and implementation of an Urban Forest Strategy 

Engagement Plan. 

Priority: High 



 
 

Comments: 3/12/2021 Funding Business Case recommends deferring UFO appointment until 

City is Financially able to support and Planting Programme Framework is in place 

29/07/2021 Draft commenced 

01/03/2021 defer to year 2 (2022) 

01/03/2021 A business case to de developed tosupport the appointmentof a 

community engagement officer. 

 

 

Objective:  Engage with stakeholders in urban forest management 

Action:  4.3 Nominate a suitable native species of the Canning region as a mascot tree that 

the community can identify with and the City to use in branding the Urban Forest 

Strategy to raise awareness of the importance of increasing canopy cover. 

Priority: Low 

Comments: 12/10/2022 At SIEP it was announced that the Marri Tree was voted as the Mascot 

Tree. Action Complete 

19/08/2021 City staff will vote on a species via Your Say and the species to be 

revealed at SEIP September 30 

29/07/2021 Short list of 3 species C.callophyllum, E.rudi, M.perrisiana 

04/07/2021  Parks and City Greening staff requested to nominate a species. 

01/03/2021 Action 4.2 (Develop community engagement plan) is to be completed in 

conjunction with the business case as to support by identifyig what resources are 

required to engage. 

 

 

Objective:  Improve urban forest cover and capacity through smart management 

Action:  3.1 Create an internal cross programme Urban Forest Project Group to facilitate 

effective decision making, guidance and reporting on the progress of deliverables of 

the Urban Forest Strategy. 

Priority: High 

Comments: 01/03/2021 complete, UFWG was set up Februray 2020 meeting fortnightly and UF 

Project Board created early 2021 and meet every six weeks to have oversite of the 

strategy implementation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Street Tree Strategy 

Actions nominated in the Street Tree Strategy are considered to be of an annual nature as as such 

are undertaken each year. A summary of the actions and the tasks completed agains each action are 

shown below for the 2021 reporting year. 

 

 

2021 Actions 

Objective:  Tree Planting 

Action:  Continue the existing programmed annual maintenance, infill planting and 

replacement tree planting. 

Priority: High 

Comments: * 1767 New Street Trees Planted 

* Programmed Street Tree Pruning completed on time and under budget 

* 93% planting successful establishment from 2020 planting season 

 

Objective:  Tree Planting 

Action:  Design and manage annual streetscape planting plans, using appropriate tree 

species to increase the number of suitable street trees within the City  

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * Linked to UFS Action 3.5 - Develop a planting prioritisation Plan (In progress) 

* Using GIS to identify planting locations in East Cannington and Queens Park 

* Stock order prepared and sent to supplier 

* Additional 400 trees grown in house 

* New drought tollerant tree species successfully established at Gross Ave 

 



 
 

Objective:  Tree Planting 

Action:  To annually identify and select ‘treeless’ streets from each suburb within the City 

and develop and implement planting plans 

Priority: High 

Comments: * Around 240 Residential requests 

* Bulk removal and replacement of dead callistemons identified thrrough St Tree       

Audit completed to budget 

* Bulk planting of all vacant verges in E Cannington and Queens Park 

* Attempted to plant all vacant verges in E Cannington and Queens Park - significant  

resident pushback recieved in certian areas/streets 

 

Objective:  Tree Planting 

Action:  Design and manage annual streetscape planting plans, using appropriate tree 

species to increase the number of suitable street trees within the City  

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * Linked to UFS Action 3.5 - Develop a planting prioritisation Plan (In progress) 

* Using GIS to identify planting locations in East Cannington and Queens Park 

* Stock order prepared and sent to supplier 

* Additional 400 trees grown in house 

* New drought tollerant tree species successfully established at Gross Ave 

 

Objective:  Tree Planting 

Action:  Forward ten-year budget provision to undertake street and park tree audits 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * Budget based on previous budget allocation 

* Auditing complete from 2020 

* Require $170,000 per annum to maintain rolling 3 year audit of Street Tree assets 

($154, 000 allocated in opex 2021/2022) 

 

Objective:  Tree Planting 

Action:  In addition to programmed tree planting, to undertake street tree planting programs 

in numbers which are supported by annual budget allocations, with sufficient 

resources to enable implementation, establishment, maintenance and management 

of the trees 

Priority: High 

Comments: * Bulk planting of available verges undertaken by suburb for efficiencies in 

maintenance 

* Tree planting plan completed for E Cannington and Queens Park - all vacant verges 

identified and City attempted to plant. High resident rejection rate for tree planting. 

* High Road and Nicholson Road Streetscapes planted with 130 new street trees 

* 44 New street trees being installed in Burrendah Boulevard, 26 in Burrendah Car 

Park, 22 shade trees retroplanted in Cannington Leisureplex, 30 Gross Ave 

 



 
 

Objective:  Tree Planting 

Action:  The City will work towards planting street trees so that where viable, every 

residential property within the City will have at least one street tree, and more trees 

will be planted if feasible in regard to the width of the property frontage, crossovers, 

paths and the presence of utility services such as service lids and power poles 

Priority: High 

Comments: * GIS Mapping of Queens Park and East Cannington has been completed to identify 

vacant residential verges for street tree planting 

* Approximately 2500 verges identified and spatially mapped - 1767 trees installed 

* Shelley to be planned once undergrounding of power has been completed – 2024 

planting season 

* Linked to UFS Action 2.2 Adopt in policy the requirement for a tree  on every 

verge where possible 

 

Objective:  Biodiversity 

Action:  To identify streets, with reference to the Local Biodiversity Strategy’s Regional 

Ecological Linkages map, and the City’s own local priorities, which when planted, will 

assist with the establishment of wildlife corridors between bushland areas. There 

will be a preference for endemic tree species to be planted along these corridors 

where appropriate 

Priority: High 

Comments: * GIS mapping matches Biodiversity complimentary tree species to Conservation 

Corridors for planting 

* Appropriate Street Trees Ordered  

* Trees to be planted May-June 2021  

 

Objective:  Species Selection 

Action:  To select suitable tree species for future streetscape enhancement planting 

programs for a range of road reserve configurations which include the presence of 

overhead powerlines and power poles, underground services, paving, paths and 

varying verge widths 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * GIS mapping of site data collects information on site conditions  

* City Officers matches appropriate species to site conditions based on tree 

attributes 

 

Objective:  Species Selection 

Action:  To increase the variety of tree genera and species it is proposed to participate in 

research into alternative tree species and in planting trials to determine the 

suitability of trial species as street trees. This will include trials of fruiting trees. Trial 

planting schemes will also include one or two ‘proven’ tree species as insurance 

should the trialled species not perform as anticipated, to allow for establishment of 

some trees within each streetscape 



 
 

Priority: Low 

Comments: * Approximately 50 Almond trees planted as a street tree trial in East Cannington 

* 50 Macadamias & Almonds installed into Ashmore Park & Green Park Canning Vale 

* 100 Pecan trees sourced for street tree trial in 2022 

 

Objective:  Hardscape Modification 

Action:  To trial technical specifications which have been developed, such as the use of ‘root 

cells’ to increase establishment success for trees planted in hardscape inner urban 

areas and within roadways. This will allow for green cover to be established in ‘Hard 

Surface’ areas as identified in the University of Technology, Sydney’s Urban Tree 

Canopy study 

Priority: Low 

Comments: * Root Cells installed in Lynwood Ave between Nicholson Rd and Metcalf and are 

being monitored twicw annually 

* Structural Soils in Burrendah Car Park - Complete. Trees showing excellent growth 

* Installing replacement soils in Cannington Leisureplex car park and Wharf St - 

Complete 

 

Objective:  Hardscape Modification 

Action:  To trial specialised planting techniques such as the use of ‘root cells’ beneath paved 

areas in defined activity centres to manage conflicts with other infrastructure 

Priority: Low 

Comments: *Root cells installed within Lynwood ave in 2017 with ongoing monitoring occurring 

* Structural Soils in Burrendah Car Park - Complete. Trees showing excellent growth 

 

Objective:  Auditing 

Action:  To improve risk management and tree maintenance by updating data annually and 

the tree audit at least every five years. To allow for the review of the Park and Street 

Tree Audits, it is proposed that funds be listed for consideration in future Draft 

Annual Budgets. 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * The City Wide Tree Audit is continuing, and on-going funding is required to 

complete an assessment of all the City’s park and street trees - 2020 Budget 

complete.  

* Final year of auditing approved for 2021/22. Contractor engaged $170,000 

allocated 

* The City’s Tree Audit is listed in the ten year forward budget. $170,000 required 

each year to continue 3 year rolling audit 

 

Objective:  Community Engagement 

Action:  To investigate ways to better engage and inform the community regarding the 

benefits of street trees it is proposed to use the iTree Eco software, and an external 



 
 

consultant to develop ‘Tree Tags’ which provide the environmental benefits 

provided by an individual tree. Based on recent launches of Tree Tag projects in 

South Australia it is planned that, as part of larger City events, Tree Tags will be hung 

from trees at the site. The City will undertake surveys and video interviews of 

attendees to gauge the level of awareness and support for the tree tags, and 

whether Tree Tags increase the community’s knowledge about the benefits of trees. 

An increased awareness of the benefits of trees may develop an increased 

acceptance of trees within the community 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * The Muddy Hands Festival held on 28 Feb 2021 had Tree Tags installed for the 

event. The Vox Pop was used as part of the Facebook promotion for the Festival. 

* The Tree Tags will be hung at future events at Kent St Weir, including the Earth 

Day Expo event 26 March 2021. 

* Popup forest event at Queens Park Oval to promote tree planting 

* Free tree give away - 587 trees supplied to Canning residents 

* Welcome a street tree to your neighbourhood project with Queens Park School 

children 

 

 

Objective:  Community Engagement 

Action:  To actively promote the City’s street tree planting program with the objective of 

increasing annually the number of resident requests for street tree planting  

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * The engagement strategies listed in 2019-20 are on-going.  

* Treeless verges identified in GIS mapping for future planting and recording 

establishment rates 

* New online street tree request page launched integrtated into OneCouncil. Form 

currently being upgraded to use new OneCouncil Application form to improve 

efficiency 

* Dedicated Urban Forest Web Page in place and constantly updated  

* Free Tree Give Away - 583 trees given away 

 

 

Objective:  Community Engagement 

Action:  Investigate the Asset-Based Community Development model (ABCD) to encourage 

involvement within the community regarding tree planting 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: * Our Park Our Place - Groundlark Park Project will hold community planting days in 

June and August 2021. Projected completion date for the project is Oct 2021 

* Working with James Murphy to engage the community to support tree planting 

Welcome your street tree by naming a tree 

* Pop up Urban Forest to promote tree planting 

* Annual Free Tree Give Away held at Civic Gardens 583 trees given away 

* Tree Tags - Welcome and name your tree 

 



 
 

Local Biodiversity Strategy 

Actions listed in the Urban Forest Strategy have been prioritised over 10 years. A summary of the 

actions listed for completion in 2021 are listed below. 

 

 

2021 Actions 

Objective:  Integration into the land use planning framework 

Action:  Develop and adopt Local Planning Policy addressing native vegetation retention in 

Public Open Space (see section 4.1.2) 

Priority: High 

Comments: While no formal action is complete, all City park develpoments are implementing 

the minimum requirements for endmic plants in Biodiversity Corridors. 

 

Objective:  Integration into the land use planning framework 

Action:  Develop and adopt Local Planning Policy for (landscape standards) development 

within ecological linkages (see section 4.1.2) 

Priority: High 

Comments: While no formal action is complete, all City park develpoments are implementing 

the minimum requirements for endmic plants in Biodiversity Corridors. 

 

Objective:  Integration into the land use planning framework 

Action:  Develop and adopt Local Planning Policy addressing tree preservation (see section 

4.1.2) 

Priority: High 



 
 

Comments: While no formal action is complete, all City park develpoments are implementing 

the minimum requirements for endmic plants in Biodiversity Corridors. 

 

 

Objective:  Local Government Natural Area Management 

Action:  Develop and implement best-practice procedures for all City staff and contractors 

working and accessing natural areas and managing infrastructure assets 

Priority: Medium - High 

Comments: Development of web based learning module for staff induction is currrently 

underway, commenced in June,  due Oct 2021. Propose Dieback Green Card training 

for all operations staff. 

 

Objective:  Local Government Natural Area Management 

Action:  Adopt and implement a City wide landscaping program (including active public open 

space, compensation basins, drainage reserves, streets and other public lands) to 

increase the proportion of local native plants in landscaping. 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: 2019/20 Nurdi Park Living Stream 

Wharf Street Basin 

Planning for Groundlark Park and East Cannington 

 

 

Objective:  Private landholder and community volunteers support 

Action:  Adopt a local plant subsidy scheme, targeting properties within ecological linkages 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: Revision of ET 529 underway, includes incentives package, to go to SIB October 2021 

 

Objective:  Communication and Local Government capacity building 

Action:  Develop a new staff induction package that includes the Local Biodiversity Strategy 

objectives and actions, highlighting relevant responsibilities for each business unit 

Priority: High 

Comments: Development of introductory  web based learning module for staff induction is 

currrently underway, commenced in June,  due Oct 2021. 

 

 

Objective:  Communication and Local Government capacity building 

Action:  For each business unit, develop a check list of activities that might impact 

biodiversity management in the City, including links to relevant staff within the Parks 

and Place Improvement that can provide advice or approval 

Priority: High 

Comments: Ongoing. Meetings undertaken with priorty business units and environmental 

considerations added to project plan templates. D20/65938 

 

 



 
 

Objective:  Communication and Local Government capacity building 

Action:  Develop and promote a sustainable landscaping information package for residential 

areas and verges (focusing on the use of local species) – linked to the local plant 

subsidy program 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: Revision of ET 529 in progress including development of landscaping information 

 

Objective:  Integration into the land use planning framework 

Action:  Seek support from the relevant State Government agencies to change the 

classification of selected high conservation reserves vested in them 

Priority: Medium 

Comments: Partial amendments for CRRP are in land adminstration process D18/180798. Adenia 

freehold land still being negotiated. R 40369 Orrong Road not iniated. 

 

 

Objective:  Integration into the land use planning framework 

Action:  Develop and adopt Local Planning Policy addressing tree preservation (see section 

4.1.2) 

Priority: High 

Comments: Complete 2018 


