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ADDENDUM TO COUNCIL ITEM 

This addendum provides additional information to that detailed in the Council agenda item 
(CC-031-19) in order to consider the proposal by the Canning Men’s Shed that they lease 
the whole of the 160m2 Southern Shed building at Centenary Park, rather than the 90m2 
portion originally considered. 

Lions Club Occupation of New Shed 
1 At the meeting held on 21 March 2017, Council resolved that the Cannington Bowling Club 

must give up vacant possession of their premises as of 30 June 2017.  As part of this 
resolution, Council asked that the Chief Executive Officer assist any not for profit community 
groups using the Cannington Bowling Club to find alternate facilities.  The Cannington 
Bowling Club was demolished in 2018.   

2 The Lions Club was one of the community groups that previously occupied the Cannington 
Bowling Club, having used the former Clubrooms for their meetings and one of the sheds on 
site for storage.  This shed is still on site behind the City’s Civic Centre, pending the 
completion of the shed at Centenary Park. 

3 A number of options were considered to accommodate the Lion’s Club and Centenary Park 
proved to be an ideal location.  The Centenary Park Pavilion was available for hire on the 
night of the Lion’s Club meetings (Tuesdays), it could accommodate the number of people 
attending the meeting (up to 50 people) and it was centrally located for the Club’s members.  
In addition, there was a vacant concrete pad that afforded an opportunity for the Lions Club 
to have a meeting space and shed in close proximity.   

4 It was originally thought that the Lion’s Club existing shed at the Civic Centre could be 
relocated, however it was not sufficiently wind rated for Centenary Park.  As such, the City 
agreed to construct a new shed. 

5 In constructing the new Southern Shed, City Officers decided to make the shed as large as 
the existing concrete pad, to provide the area required by the Lion’s Club with additional 
space for the storage required by the various sporting groups using the reserve, even if only 
on a temporary basis.  At this time, concerns had been raised about the Northern Clubrooms 
building and the new shed could be used temporarily by the sporting clubs, while the building 
was considered for demolition and replacement. 

6 The Lions Club have been involved and informed throughout the construction of the new 
Southern Shed at Centenary, having input into the design of the structure and the location of 
doors etc to ensure that the building would meet their needs.  They have also been very 
patient throughout the delays experienced in the planning and building approval process, as 
the approval of the Western Australian Planning Commission took some time to achieve. 

Consideration of Lions Club Relocation 
7 Since the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 18 June 2019, both the City and the Men’s Shed 

have been in contact with the Lions Club to discuss the proposal that the Men’s Shed 
occupies the whole of the space and a new space is constructed for the Lion’s Club storage. 
  



8 The Lions Club has submitted a letter to the Mayor and all Councillors which is also attached 
to this addendum.  In summary, the Club makes the following points: 

a) The Lions Club has worked with the City, and remained patient throughout the 
process, to plan its relocation to Centenary Park; 

b) Centenary Park meets all of the Club’s needs as both a meeting space and options for 
storage with the construction of the new Southern Shed.  The Club has settled into this 
new meeting space; 

c) For two years, the Lions Club has had to move between the storage shed at the Civic 
Centre and the Centenary Park Pavilion, as the equipment required for meetings is 
held in the storage shed.  This requires collection before the meeting, in a suitable 
vehicle, and return of the equipment after the meeting.  The Club is looking forward to 
the storage shed being located in close proximity to their meeting space; 

d) The Lions Club have no objection to sharing the shed, as it is larger than they require 
to meet their needs and there is already a dividing wall between the two spaces; and 

e) The Lions Club preferred option is for them to occupy the Southern Shed as originally 
proposed.  They would not want to continue their existing situation where they need to 
move between their shed at the Civic Centre and the Centenary Park Pavilion. 

Option for Men’s Shed to Use Whole Building 
9 The City has been through a two year process with the Lions Club to achieve their location 

at Centenary Park, which serves their membership base in the southern areas of the City of 
Canning.  There is an option for the Lions Club to establish a new chapter in the Queens 
Park area in the future to serve the northern reaches of the City. 

10 There was a lengthy planning approval process for the new Southern Shed because of the 
Regional Reservation under the Metropolitan Region Scheme. It is possible that any 
additional structures at Centenary Park would be subject to similar processes.  This could 
prove inconvenient for both groups. 

11 Concerns are raised with the installation of multiple sheds at Centenary Park.  The Pavilion 
and change-room buildings have been designed and constructed to a high visual standard to 
enhance the amenity of this key recreation area.  Every effort should be made to continue to 
improve the appearance and amenity of this location. 

12 The Southern Shed has been constructed as a Class 10 building under the Building Code of 
Australia.  The Men’s Shed use of this structure, whether whole or in part, will require re-
classification to a Class 9B public building and an Occupancy Permit obtained.  However, 
there are no building code restrictions preventing the use of the whole structure, providing 
the requirements of the Code relating to fire access, accessibility, signage etc. are achieved.   

13 Notwithstanding, the Men’s Shed in their deputation to Ordinary Council Meeting on 18 June, 
stated that the use of portion of the Southern Shed only would not be safe for their activities.  
It is presumed that 90m2 does not permit sufficient separation between machinery, building 
activities and gathering spaces.  There are also concerns that the accessibility requirements 
cannot be addressed in this structure and it is known that the users of Men’s Shed need a 
high level of accessibility. 

14 Given the further information provided by the Men’s Shed as part of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting deputation, it is now considered that the location of Men’s Shed at Centenary Park 
may be unsafe for members and has the potential to create conflict amongst the Park’s user 
groups.  As such, an alternative is proposed. 

15 The previous item to Council suggested a budget allocation of $50,000 to adapt the 
Southern Shed into a space that could accommodate the Men’s Shed, noting this was a 
short term solution only while the Men’s Shed and the City work to find a more permanent 
location.  These monies could be used to lease a vacant industrial unit in the commercial or 
industrial areas of Willetton, Bentley or Welshpool.   

 



16 It is thought that $25,000 per annum would meet a significant portion, if not the whole, of the 
costs of leasing an appropriate unit, allowing the Men’s Shed additional time to identify a 
suitable long term location, apply for grant funding to build a purpose-built structure and 
construct a space to meet their long term needs.  In searching the areas of Welshpool, 
Willetton and Bentley, there are 81 properties being advertised for $25,000pa or lower, 
though noting not all tenancies would meet the space requirements of the Men’s Shed. 

17 It is considered that the activities of the Men’s Shed may be more appropriately located 
within a commercial or industrial area, noting the potential for noise generation and dust from 
building activities. City Officers therefore, would ask Council to consider an Alternate Motion 
(which, given debate on the original Motion was adjourned, would need to be moved as an 
Alternate Motion in accordance with the City of Canning Standing Order 9.17) as below: 

Alternate Motion for Consideration 
That Council: 
1. Does not support the lease of portion of the Southern Shed structure at 

Centenary Park to Canning Men’s Shed. 
2. Supports a financial contribution of up to $25,000 per annum, paid over a two 

year period, to permit the Canning Men’s Shed to lease a suitable commercial or 
industrial location for their activities. 

3. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to enter into suitable legal and/or 
financial arrangements with the Canning Men’s Shed to support its lease of 
premises. 

4. Requests that City Officers continue to support the Canning Men’s Shed to 
identify a suitable long term location for its activities, and any future application 
for grant funding the Men’s Shed may make to construct a purpose built 
structure. 
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