
 

Challenge Questions 
 

The City of Canning is seeking applications from individuals, groups, social enterprises and businesses 
with skills and experience in designing for a circular economy and a sustainable future.  
 
Applicants should have ideas in: 

 new approaches to community or corporate sustainability 

 new and emerging sustainable innovation and technology 

 anything large or small that’s 'moving the needle' in the sustainability space. 
 
If you see yourself speaking, facilitating a workshop, panel session or mini-hack at the Conference 
apply here before Friday 29 November 2019.  

 
The Conference themes reflect 10 integrated sustainability principles which reflect the City’s 
Sustainability Policy commitments.  
 
The following challenge questions will give you an idea as to what we are looking for. 
 
Carbon reduction and energy transformation 

 How can we make low carbon living equitably accessible across all socio-economic 

demographics? 

 Discuss the ethics of adaptation to global warming. 

 Can a democracy in crisis deal with the climate crisis? How can local government do what the 

state can’t? 

 

Circular economy and sustainable resource management 

 How can we remove silos that might separate government, industry and communities to ensure 

cooperation and collective action to deploy the circular economy in Western Australia/Perth/City 

of Canning? 

 How will Western Australia become a zero waste, circular economy by 2030 and world leader in 

this space? 

 How can we create and consume goods sustainably, whilst ensuring an equitable, cost effective 

and competitive market for sustainable goods? (perhaps focusing on one/a number/all of the 

below):  

o using recycled raw materials for products and packaging 

o designing clothes that are recyclable 

o designing electronics that are modular 

https://culturecounts.cc/s/599TPX


 

 

 

 

Sustainable Transport 

 How do we design our cities for future transport needs i.e. autonomous vehicles, electric vehicles 

and infrastructure? 

 To build or not to build a road. Are there other options? Incentivising alternative transport 

 How do we influence the uptake of sustainable transport? Is it a culture issue or an issue of 

flexibility and interconnection between the various modes? 

 

Community Capital and Social Impact 

 Reconnecting with our stories – can we create a new urban narrative that values cultural 

connection, traditional knowledge, creative capital and innovative urban design? 

 How do we translate youth activism on global issues into local action to create local solutions?  

 Does diversity without inclusion equal fragmentation? How do we build a sense of togetherness 

whilst embracing difference? Consider loneliness, isolation and/or happiness 

 

Water Sensitivity and Literacy 

 Is there really a water shortage or just a shortage of optimal water management systems? 

 Exploring the negative public reaction of recharging aquifers with treated wastewater, and how to 

make it more acceptable 

 Exploring the journey of stormwater from when rain hits the ground to when it reaches natural 

water bodies. What impact does contaminated stormwater have on the holistic interactivity that 

water has with our quality of life? 

 

Biodiversity, the Natural Environment and Land Use 

 What happens when we see ourselves as part of or separate from nature? 

 In the age of extinction how far do we go to bring back lost ecosystems? 

 Backyard biodiversity – how do we engage the community in achieving our urban canopy and 

biodiversity targets? 



 

 

 

 

Innovation and leadership 

 Reimagining decision making – can community participatory decision making work for local 

government? 

 How can local government support/adopt/implement the Uluru Statement of the Heart? 

 Beyond the buzz word – innovation in practice in local government 

 

Local economy and sustainable business 

 Capitalism isn’t all bad… it just needs to grow up and realise that money isn’t our only form of 

capital 

 What are our moral and civic responsibilities as a sustainable business? 

 How can we create a successful economy without continuous economic growth? 

 

A healthy and safe city 

 Design of the urban environment - how does this impact on our health and wellbeing? 

 Urbanisation - what do healthy cities look like? Human health and sustainable development are 

they inextricably linked? 

 Explore the impact of urban heat on human health 

 

Sustainable development, planning and infrastructure 

 How to give the environment equal say in planning and development 

 How do we incorporate biophilic design in infill/high density developments? 

 How does local government design our urban environment to be people-centric, liveable cities? 

 
For further information please contact Sustainability on 9231 0570 or 
email sustainability@canning.wa.gov.au. 

 

mailto:sustainability@canning.wa.gov.au?subject=Changing%20Your%20World%20Conference%20and%20Fair

