
SELAM TEGEGN

My name is Selam Tegegn, originally
from Ethiopia and Eritrean
background. I grew up in Kenya after
leaving Ethiopia due to political issues
that disrupted our lives at that time.
We were refugees in Kenya for a little
under 5 years before coming to
Western Australia in 2004. I have been
residing in Western Australia for a
little over 20 years now with my
parents and my younger brother.
 
I am a clinical registered nurse,
educator, and a mentor by profession.
I have been in the industry for over
the 10 years now and have enjoyed my
role thus far despite its challenges for
a woman of culturally and linguistically
diverse(CALD) background. 

Education, mentoring, and career
advisory is my passion amongst many
other attributes I am blessed with. As
a community leader and an Canning
Cultural Ambassador, I have been able
to achieve several objectives and
appropriate support for the CaLD
community at large. 

ABOUT ME



WHAT THIS MEANS TO ME
As a Canning Cultural Ambassador
building trusty worthy affiliation with
communities is an art and requires a
personal interest and patience. 

We all come from a varied life
experience and traumatic
experiences, I believe genuine
compassion and understanding is a
crucial ingredient for successful
engagement. 

As a clinical registered nurse, I am
able to utilise my skills
interchangeably as an ambassador in
assessing the need for the
community where necessary. 

My commitment to the community is
my way of living and I would like to
call it, a lifestyle responsibility. “God
has given us two hands, one to
receive with and the other to give
with.” Billy Graham. 

comparison to where we are now, a 
lot has changed and the dedication 
always remains to assist others 
along the way, we can all relate to 
the challenges and trials no matter 
our background or beliefs.  

I really dreamt of being able to build 
a strong community network to ease 
the burden of so many suffering, 
inclusive of organisations that aim to 
support us in this journey.

As a community engagement expert, I 
am currently involved on several 
organisations as a representative. 
Such as, current vice president for 
Women's Health Interest at the Ethnic
Council of WA, Canning Cultural 
Ambassador at the City of Canning, 
youth leader and public relations at 
the Unity of Ethiopians in Western 
Australia. I am also a youth mentor at 
the Organisation of African 
Communities WA Inc (OACWA), advisor 
board member at Sister Project, 
advisory board member at Charity 
Projects. 

Some of the key words I would use to 
describe myself would be a 
“community engagement expert”. 

I have effective communications 
leadership and consider myself as an 
activist, public relations expert and 
finally a representative of my own 
native community here in WA. 

I coordinate, design, support and 
connect projects for charity events or 
support the multicultural community 
at large in their needs where 
necessary.

WHAT INSPIRES ME
My own personal struggles growing
up was the main drive for my
consistent dedication to the
community.

I felt there were no adequate
support system in place to assist the
CaLD community such as myself.  In 


