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Artistic impression of Cecil Square at the intersection of Cecil avenue and Carousel Road
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“We have the will to drive the future
and to establish the City Centre as the
Regional centre espousing intelligence,
flair, functionality and design whilst being
environmentally conscious.”
Lindsay Holland, Deputy Mayor

FOREWORD
The City of Canning is set to undertake the most comprehensive urban revitalisation
project in its history with this new vision for the City Centre. The Canning City Centre
is an extraordinary asset for Metropolitan Perth – and an untapped resource that is
perfectly positioned to be the Strategic Centre of Perth’s south-eastern corridor.
A redeveloped City Centre will anchor the region with a retail hub and pedestrian
friendly ‘main street’, connecting the railway station and the stunning Canning River.
The vibrant mixed use and multicultural character of the City will be given a long
awaited civic ‘heart’, centred around a new upgraded public realm.
The revitalised Canning City Centre will feature high-density mixed use and residential
accommodation in desirable locations near the amenity of the train station, shopping
complex, Leisureplex and river. It will boast premier retail offerings, increased
commercial office space, new and diverse living options and quality recreational
opportunities by the Canning River; all converging to realise Canning City Centre’s
potential as the investment hub of the South-East Region.
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Birds-eye view of the 3D model showing the possible future form of Canning City Centre
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“Now is the right time to show leadership and
the courage to make a decision for future
generations. Canning needs to rise from its
isolationist past and take the lead to develop
Western Australia’s first 21st clever city.”
Arthur Kyron, Chief Executive Officer

1. INTRODUCTION
THE PURPOSE OF THIS MASTERPLAN
The Canning City Centre has been the subject of a detailed
planning study addressing the desired land uses and built form
controls, which are set out in the Canning City Centre Activity
Centre Plan (ACP), endorsed by the Council in September
2016.

The Masterplan incorporates key thematic design ideas
and concepts that will inform and define the desired future
character of the City Centre. This includes a detailed level of
landscape and urban design for the key urban spaces; built
form opportunities for residential and commercial building
typologies and detail on how built form and the public realm
interact.

As the City Centre project moves out of the planning
phase and into implementation, the City of Canning has
commissioned this Urban Design and Public Realm Concept
Masterplan (Masterplan) to develop a rich layer of public realm
detail that integrates the planned future context with the
existing surrounding environment and character of the City.

The Masterplan also involved developing a detailed concept
design for Cecil Avenue as a Main Street and a 3D model and
video fly-through of the revitalised City Centre, all of which
bring the vision for the City Centre to life.

The Masterplan conceptually illustrates the development
pattern envisaged by the ACP and sits alongside it, as part of a
suite of documents allowing developers and the community
to graphically understand the ultimate potential of the City
Centre. At a technical level, the concept plan will be used as
a reference point for the contents of the City’s Public Realm
Style and Street Type Guide and Paving Selection Policy, which
lists the various products to be used.

The Masterplan and graphics will be used by the City as a
communication tool to promote the City Centre, allowing all
interested parties to better understand the value proposition
of what Canning City Centre can be into the future.

Item CE-007-17 - Attachment 1

Canning City Centre Regeneration Program
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Related documents (from left to
right): the Activity Centre Plan, the
Regeneration Program and the
Public Realm Style Guide
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EXISTING CANNING
A 14-minute train trip on the Armadale rail line links the Canning
City Centre and the Perth CBD. Its proximity to Perth, given the
scale of potential development possible in the city centre, is
surprising, and reinforces the concept of the “well kept secret”
that is Canning.
Canning is an established retail and commercial centre for
Perth’s south-east metropolitan area, with Carousel shopping
centre and large-scale stores along Albany Highway catering to
a trade area population of approximately 642,000 residents. It
is also home to the Canning showgrounds and various leisure
and sporting facilities, as well as the City of Canning offices and
associated civic buildings and gardens.
The City Centre area is bordered to the south-west by the
riverine landscape of the Canning River foreshore and its
associated parklands. It is also notable for its rich and unusual
network of streams and water bodies, which has been largely
managed until now as an engineered solution to its low-lying
wetland landscape character.

FUTURE CANNING
The State Government of Western Australia has wellestablished targets for major increases in population density
within the Perth metropolitan area. Directions 2031 sets
out specific goals for higher density development in Perth
with Canning City Centre designated as one of the Strategic
Centres that will contribute to the infill targets over the next
fifteen years.

The potential for wholesale redevelopment of much of the
city centre presents both the City and its partner developers
with a unique opportunity to develop a fully integrated mixed
use town centre with minimal risk and minimal disruption to
existing residents and occupants of the town centre.

DIVERSITY
The City’s exceptional cultural diversity and well established
civic institutions already place it amongst Perth’s most
important metropolitan centres. The city centre will look to
build on the existing cultural diversity by providing existing and
future residents with an engaging and highly activated urban
environment that includes a range of housing options.

URBAN RENEWAL
The City of Canning has recognised this exceptional
opportunity to transform a low-density suburban area into a
high-density, mixed-use inner city centre.
Its potential as an attractive inner urban centre is
demonstrated by a number of high density residential and
mixed-use developments recently completed within the
Canning City Centre.

URBAN AMENITY
The provision of high quality urban amenity together with high
quality residential and commercial property outcomes in
Canning form the heart of the Canning City Centre Masterplan.
The Masterplan builds on this ambition by establishing a
comprehensive urban design and public realm strategy. The
plan provides guidelines for the public realm and design
proposals for major public spaces. It also sets down built form
guidelines and aspirations for the City Centre precincts.
Redesigned streets and public spaces are configured to
enable activity and street life to thrive amongst a higher
density housing mix that will provide future residents with an
appropriate range of housing options creating a vibrant city
centre in close proximity to Perth’s CBD.
This Masterplan builds on the Activity Centre Plan and provides
a more detailed framework within which the City Centre can
be redeveloped to support greater economic diversity, density
and a greatly enriched and unique identity within Perth’s
greater metropolitan area.

The city centre area extending from the Railway Station to the
Canning River foreshore, and incorporating Carousel Shopping
Centre and other precincts east and west of Cecil Avenue.
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Ingredients of Great Cities
// Cultural Diversity
// Transport and Access
// Civic Institutions
// Economic Diversity
// Density
// Identity

SMART CITY
With Australia’s population in cities set to double in the next
few decades, the focus on developing intelligent and efficient
cities and transport infrastructure has never been stronger.
The increasing pressure on infrastructure and urban services
has placed an amplified demand on smart systems and
technology – which will be increasingly critical for ensuring that
our cities are smart, liveable and sustainable.
This is a philosophy that the City of Canning supports and
views the redevelopment of the Canning City Centre as the
right moment for Canning to “go digital” and implement it’s
Learning City initiative.
The City of Canning is committed to growing as a dynamic
learning city and to foster an inclusive, connected, innovative
and vibrant community.
Working in partnership we will support Canning residents to
navigate the changing social, economic and technological
environment in which we live by:
// supporting access to dynamic learning programs and
services;
// fostering collaborative networks and partnerships;
// supporting digital innovation and inclusion;
// supporting inclusivity and connectedness;
// fostering creativity and inquiry; and
// providing access to chameleon spaces and facilities for
work, play and community engagement.

HIGH SPEED WIFI

FREE BROADBAND

FREE WIFI
Surveillance / Smart parking / Air quality
SOLAR POWER

UNDERGROUND POWER

The solar-powered sign for
smart parks and bus stops.
Communicate bus arrival times,
event programs & more.

CONNECTED TRANSPORT

The solar-powered bench that charges
phones and monitors its environment.

Smart City initiatives
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2. CHARACTER & IDENTITY
COMPETITIVE IDENTITY
The Activity Centre Plan focusses on delivering a vibrant,
mixed-use Centre. It defines the land-uses, and amenities
that will attract people to the city centre largely from its direct
catchment area.
However, the city centre also has the opportunity to attract
people from the rest of the metropolitan area - to visit, work or
live in Canning City Centre. Mature city centres work much like
the beaches of Perth. People have their favourite beach that
they frequently visit. But they also visit other beaches, because
of their different character, atmosphere and amenities. Mature
city centres do the same. They compete with other city
centres in attracting people and businesses. As such they are
major engines in stimulating the metropolitan economy.
To achieve this competitive edge, Canning City Centre needs
to provide a unique experience that is different from other
centres such as Stirling and Morley, the two comparable
Strategic Centres that are undergoing similar developments.
This Masterplan builds on the Activity Centre Plan and adds
that layer of character, identity and visual experience. The
plan defines the competitive character that sets Canning
apart from Morley, Stirling and other Strategic Centres in the
metropolitan area. The Masterplan translates this character
into the public realm and built form to create a unique and
distinguished place; one that people experience when they
visit and walk around in the city centre.

RIVERINE CANNING
10

Ocean Village Yanchep

This competitive character
is not only externally
focused. It will also
contribute to the pride of
place for the residents of
Canning. To achieve this,
the competitive character
cannot be fake or imposed;
it must be truthful and
reflect the spirit of the place
and people of Canning.

Canning’s competitive
character is built around
three themes:
/ Riverine Canning
/ Multicultural Canning
/ Canning Narrative

Struggling New Town Joondalup

Rail & River Town, Ridge Gateway
Morley

Midland

Stirling
Perth

Canning

all developed from
shopping malls & industry

Historic Town, Port & Arts Fremantle
Armadale

Centre of Ridge Villages

Family Beach Town Rockingham

Estuary City Mandurah

Estuary Town

COASTAL CENTRES

INNER RING CENTRES

RIDGE CENTRES

Overview of the 10 Strategic Metropolitan Centres with their different characters: Inner Ring Centres (Pink), all
developed from shopping malls and industrial areas, next to Coastal Centres (blue) and Ridge Centres (green)

MULTICULTURAL CANNING

CANNING NARRATIVE
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RIVERINE CANNING

CHARACTER

PRINCIPLES

Canning is Perth’s only Strategic Centre that enjoys a
riverfront setting and riverine environment. The regional river
parkland presents a beautiful and largely unspoilt landscape
to the southern edge of the city centre and superb amenity
for the River Residential Precinct. In addition, to the city
centre’s proximity to the river, the high-water table, existing
drainage system and surviving wetlands all provide exciting
opportunities for opening up and celebrating the area’s deep
connection to the water systems of Perth’s coastal plain.

WATER
SYSTEM

DAYLIGHTING
DRAINS

GREY WATER
RE-USE

HIGH
GROUNDWATER

MELALEUCAS

RAISED
PARKING

RIVERINE
LANDSCAPE

RIVER, WETLANDS & PAPER
BARK INSPIRED DESIGN

Currently this riverine character is hidden and difficult to
experience. The Activity Centre Plan identifies several living
streams and recreational uses of the basins, enhancing
the experience of the watery system in the city centre. The
Masterplan extends this approach and elevates it to a corner
stone of the spatial experience. This includes exposing hidden
waterways and rivulets, water sensitive urban design, water
play spaces, the use of riverine plant species and riverine
inspired design of buildings and public spaces.
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MULTICULTURAL CANNING

CHARACTER
The Canning community is a highly diverse melting pot of
ethnicity and cultures. Different communities bring with them
different traditions, ways of socialising and using urban space.
This diversity can inform and enrich the urban experience of
the city centre. The design of new urban spaces, streets and
buildings can be framed and informed by the rich potential of
the Canning community to activate the city.
Currently, the car-oriented city centre does not provide
opportunity for residents to express the diversity of ways
urban spaces can be used. The Activity Centre Plan will deliver
the shift from a car-dominated retail centre to a mixed-use,
high-density city centre with people living and working in the
centre. The Masterplan builds on this with a focus on creating a
spatial diversity that will allow people to express all the different
ways of socialising, gathering and interacting in the city centre.
The plan provides an overlay of strategies and requirements
for a people-oriented street network, public spaces, public/
private interfaces and new developments, that will deliver a
rich mix of gathering spaces and opportunities for city centre
residents, the broader Canning community and visitors to the
city centre.

PRINCIPLES

CAR
DOMINANCE

DIVERSE
SPACES FOR
PEOPLE

SEPARATED
IN- & OUTDOOR

MERGING
INTERFACE

DETACHED
HOUSING

DWELLING
DIVERSITY

13

CANNING NARRATIVE

CHARACTER

PRINCIPLES

An important ingredient of the competitive character is
formed by the unique local narratives of Canning. Integrating
these stories and histories in the way the public realm and built
form is designed, will connect the future to the past and vice
versa. The historic natural landscape of Canning, it’s aboriginal
heritage and story lines and the colonial legacy including
logging and timber industry all form part of the history of
Canning that can be used to enrich and informing the design of
the future Canning City Centre.

ABORIGINAL
VALUES

Currently the expression of local stories and heritage is
concentrated in the adjacent Canning River Regional Park.
This Masterplan promotes the extension of these stories and
history to the whole of the city centre as inspiration for the
design of the public realm and built form to embed meaning
and narrative into the built fabric of Canning City Centre. To
achieve this, more research will be needed into the natural
and cultural history of Canning to develop a ‘creative template’
for the city centre, similar to those used in the City Link in the
Perth CBD and Scarborough Beach Redevelopment, to guide
the design narrative of development within the Canning City
Centre.
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COLONIAL
LEGACY

LOCAL STORIES

EXPERIENCING THE CHARACTER
It is important that the three key themes form part of the
city centre experience and are written into the fabric of the
public realm and built form. These characters need to be
experienced at multiple levels and in a way that people can
consciously and subconsciously engage with and experience.

View over the Canning River at Mason’s Landing
photo by he07817, panoramio

Every significant water source and river system across the
Perth coastal plain was a place of sustenance and deep
cultural meaning for the Aboriginal people of the region.
The Whadjuk people relied on the food and water provided
by the water sources throughout the region, including the
Canning River. This area was known as part of the Beeliar
and Beeloo Nyoongar people’s ‘run’.

If successfully designed the key themes will be a unique
experience that can be actively engaged with through
community events, guided tours, performances and
interpretive art or alternatively people will be able to passively
engage with the themes through the design of the space,
furnishings and finishes of the public realm and built form.
The following chapters of the Masterplan will describe how
the key themes have been translated into city wide strategies,
precincts and typologies of public space and built form. Whilst
some themes are represented more strongly than others in
the development of the Masterplan all strategies, precincts
and typologies have been developed with an appreciation of all
three themes.

Much of the Canning River, east of Riverton, is notable for
its relatively untouched and almost pristine landscape
qualities. Local Nyoongar elder Noel Nannup is quoted in
a recent Masters study (about Indigenous history around
Perth’s river systems) as follows:
“What I like about that photo (of Riverton) is that you can
see a landscape that almost doesn’t have any buildings…
its right near Riverton Bridge, looking at the hills… it’s all
natural bush and that makes me feel good.”
The new City Centre plan will present numerous
opportunities to engage the Aboriginal community in the
development of new public places and spaces, and the
interpretation and presentation of the area’s indigenous
heritage.

The area’s colonial legacy, including its early industries,
and its beautiful landscape characteristics also present
rich opportunities to develop and refine the city centre’s
character and identity.
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1

Canning River

2

River Park

3

Civic Centre Park

4

City of Canning Council Building

5

Wharf Street

6

Wharf Street Basin Park

7

Pattie Street

8

Cecil Avenue

9

Cecil Square & Carousel Expansion Stage 2

10 Carousel Road
11
23

Carousel Road Extension

12 Cannington Community College
13 Coker Park
14 Cannington Leisureplex
15 Lake Street Extension

24

16 Sevenoaks Senior College
17 Sevenoaks Street
18 Railway Basin Park
19 Cannington Station
25

20 Station Square
21 Lake Street Living Stream
22 Lake Street
23 Gerald Street
24 Bush Park
25 Southern Link Road
26 Western Power Sub station
27 Grose Avenue
28 Westfield Carousel Shopping Centre
29 Carousel Expansion Stage 1
30 Liege Street
31 Cannington Exposition Centre & Showgrounds
32 Albany Highway
33 Carden Drive
34 River Park Activity Hub
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3. CHARACTER PRECINCTS

LEGEND
CECIL
CAROUSEL

The Canning City Centre Activity Centre Plan defines a hierarchy of planning
precincts, which specify min/max densities, heights, preferred uses and development
bonuses. The Masterplan sets out an additional set of ‘character’ precincts, that
identify the existing conditions and attributes of the area, and outlines the future
vision for each precinct. The intent of this is to provide stakeholders, developers
and designers with a more comprehensive set*of guidelines and objectives for each
*
precinct.

PATTIE STREET
COKER PARK
STATION
BUSH PARK
CITY EAST
RIVER SIDE
PUBLIC REALM

*

*

PLAN AREA

*

*
*
*

*

*

Character Precincts,
based on the attributes and qualitative characters that
contribute to the Canning City Centre Competitive Identity
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LEGEND
CECIL MAIN
CECIL OTHER
CITY RESIDENTIAL (A)
CITY RESIDENTIAL (B)

The precincts are anchored off the central Cecil Avenue
and Carousel precincts. Cecil Avenue connects the station
to the north with the river to the south and will be the most
concentrated anchor in terms of built from height and density.
Carousel is an important retail centre for wider Perth and a hub
for local activity and employment. It is the most concentrated
anchor in terms of parking and the daily patronage it attracts.
In the context of the redeveloping Canning City Centre it
also forms part of a more spatially integrated, mixed-use
metropolitan city centre.

RAILWAY PRECINCT
PATTIE STREET
CITY & EDUCATIONAL
RETAIL
CITY & RECREATIONAL
UTILITIES
RIVERSIDE COMMERCIAL
RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (A)
RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (B)
PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA

Coker
Park

Pattie
St.

Station

Cecil
Bush
Park
Carousel

Riverside

City
East

Development Precincts,
as defined in the Activity Centre Pan,
over-layed with the Character Precincts
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LEGEND
CECIL
CAROUSEL

CECIL PRECINCT

CAROUSEL PRECINCT

PATTIE STREET
COKER PARK
STATION
BUSH PARK

*
*

CITY EAST
RIVER SIDE
PUBLIC REALM

*

*

PLAN AREA

*

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: Cecil Main Precinct, Cecil Other Precinct and a
section of City Residential (6-9 storeys)

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: the Retail Precinct

EXISTING

EXISTING

The existing street condition is typical of vehicle-oriented
metropolitan roads of this type. The deep building setbacks,
including the large shopping centre car park extending along
the entire Carousel frontage, provides minimal levels of edge
activition and amenity. The extension of the precinct into
the western edge of the Carousel site anticipates the development of a proper, activated street edge as well as the
establishment of a major urban square on the Cecil Avenue/
Carousel Drive corner.

The existing Carousel provides users with a comfortable,
air-conditioned retail environment, but offers little by way
spatial integration and connectivity with its surroundings.
The ACP sets out appropriate levels of street activation and
guidelines for establishing improved pedestrian linkages into
the shopping centre from Cecil Avenue.

FUTURE
Cecil Avenue is reconceived as a major city centre boulevard
characterised by continuous and activated street frontage
and high density mixed-use development. The City Centre’s
highest density development is along Cecil Avenue and includes a number of landmark development sites adjacent to
Station Square and Cecil Square. The precinct incorporates
Carousel’s Cecil Avenue frontage and is an opportunity to
creatively re-think this important frontage in terms of how the
the suburban shopping centre can successfully integrate with
an activated high street.
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FUTURE
Carousel will form an expanded retail and entertainment
precinct which integrates with Cecil Avenue and its adjacent
precincts. A new street frontage development connecting
the centre with Cecil Avenue as well as a major new public
square on the corner of Cecil Avenue and Carousel Road will
elevate Canning City Centre to one of Perth’s most desirable
retail destinations.

PATTIE STREET PRECINCT

COKER PARK PRECINCT

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: Pattie Street Precinct

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: Civic & Educational Precinct and a section of
City Residential Precinct (6-9 storeys)

EXISTING

EXISTING

The Pattie Street Precinct contains a significant permanent
water body that will become a major landscape focus in the
redeveloped precinct. Smaller development lots will require
consolidation to optimise development opportunities and
achieve the desired densities set out in the Activity Centre Plan and this Masterplan. The landscape strategies for
these larger amalgamated lots should connect with the living
streams of Canning City Centre.

The Coker Park Precinct enjoys excellent proximity to the
Cecil Avenue heart of the city centre, direct access to Coker
Park, two schools and close proximity to the Cannington
Train Station. Larger development sites will enable both high
density-apartment development overlooking the park as well
as integrated terrace and townhouse type housing.

FUTURE
The Pattie Street Precinct will develop as a dense residential
neighbourhood with a fine grain of laneways and landscaped
water park centre. Attached podium development, attractively landscaped streets and courtyards and a broad and diverse
mix of dwelling options, including recently developed terrace
and townhouse developments, will characterise the precinct.

FUTURE
The precinct will be centred around recreational and leisure
uses of Cocker Park, with a strong residential focus. The park
perimeter will include densely developed residential apartment sites which take advantage of attractive parkland views.
The future park will include improved active recreational
spaces, such as sporting fields and a running track, and public
facilities such as BBQs and the capacity to host events in the
park.
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STATION PRECINCT

BUSH PARK PRECINCT
LEGEND
CECIL
CAROUSEL
PATTIE STREET
COKER PARK
STATION
BUSH PARK
CITY EAST
RIVER SIDE
PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: the Railway Precinct and a section of City
Residential Precinct (4-6 storeys)

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: the Conservation Precinct, the Utilities Precinct,
a section of the City Residential Precinct (both 4-6 and 6-9 storeys)
and a section of the City & Recreational Precinct

EXISTING

EXISTING

The Station precinct includes a substantial permanent water
body that is earmarked for substantial improvement in landscaping and public realm works as a Basin Park. The small lake
will form a focus for adjacent residential property development and provide an attractive landscape element to the
precinct. Railway Parade presents interesting urban centre
capable of supporting mixed-use development, including
some retail and commercial uses adjacent to the railway
station.

The precinct is characterized by largely undeveloped land
with significant capacity for larger scale and well-integrated,
high-density residential development. The adjacent sub-station currently presents a visual blight on the precinct, but
could be significantly mitigated through the environmentally
consolidation of existing landscape zones to provide dense
tree planting and additional screening vegetation.

FUTURE
Railway Parade will consist of high density mixed-use development, with a strip of continuous ground level retail and
commercial to cater to the precinct’s residents and the City’s
commuters. Medium to high density apartments will wrap the
Basin Parkland and take advantage of the parkland views. Low
to medium scaled residential development to the precinct’s
northern perimeter will form a transition zone to adjacent low
density residential suburbs. An upgrade of the raylway station
will strengthen the pedestrian link across the rail line.
22

FUTURE
Bush Park will develop a distinctive residential precinct within
the Canning City Centre, characterized by consolidated
native landscapes and a diverse mix of housing types including larger, family-oriented dwellings as well as affordable
multi-residential housing options. Larger development sites
will incorporate well-considered networks of laneways and
pathways to ensued a human scale and permeable urban
environment throughout the precinct.

LEGEND
CECIL
CAROUSEL
PATTIE STREET
COKER PARK
STATION
BUSH PARK
CITY EAST
RIVER SIDE
PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA

CITY EAST PRECINCT

RIVERSIDE PRECINCT

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: most of the City & Recreational Precinct

Includes the following development precincts as defined in the
Activity Centre Plan: Riverside Commercial Precinct and Riverside
Residential Precinct

EXISTING

EXISTING

The precinct is characterised by the Cannington Exhibition
Centre and Showgrounds and the Greyhounds WA Cannington racetrack. Outside of these facilities the precinct is
undeveloped and has a low level of engagement or interaction
with the streetscape.

The precinct enjoys immediate proximity to the Canning River
foreshore and its beautiful riverine landscapes. The character
of the areas shifts quickly and dramatically from the harder
urban and commercial landscape of Albany Highway to the
soft native parkland within a hundred metres.

FUTURE

FUTURE

The precinct is well positioned to take advantage of the future
amenities of Cecil Avenue, the redeveloped Carousel complex, the new Bush Park and the river-front parkland. It will
contain a mixture of housing typologies as well as retaining the
redeveloped Greyhounds racetrack and Exhibition Centre.

The River Precinct will include highly desirable new housing
medium and higher density housing options, particularly on
its eastern and western flanks. Including Melaleuca trees in
the streets and parking areas will extend the riverine landscape to Albany Highway. Over time, the residential character and emphasis of the precinct may continue to develop,
including the redevelopment of existing commercial sites as
mixed-use or residential due to the highly desirable amenity
of this precinct.
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Birds-eye view of the 3D model showing the possible future form of Canning City Centre
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4. CITY CENTRE WIDE
STRATEGIES
To deliver the Canning City Centre identity as defined in the
previous chapter, the afore mentioned themes need to be
implemented at both the macro and micro levels throughout
the city. They also need to be experienced everywhere; not
just within certain locations, but as part of continuous city
wide strategy that is both coherent and diverse. Coherent so
the strategies enhance each other and together tell a story;
diverse to make the journey interesting and create a range of
experiences throughout the city centre.
This chapter describes the strategies that unify the spaces,
streets and built form of the city centre into a cohesive
overarching identity. The City Centre Wide Strategies consist
of four overarching strategies. The first two - water and trees relate directly to the riverine theme and will form a continuous
network of trees, streams and basins that connects the city
centre to the Canning River. The second two strategies activity and permeability - relate to the multicultural diversity
of Canning. These strategies focus on providing a diverse
array of spaces and places that enables people of all cultural
backgrounds to interact within the city in a permeable and
connected city centre.
To integrate the ‘Canning narrative’ theme in the public realm
and built form, more research will be needed, beyond the
scope of this Masterplan. A ‘creative template’ for the city
centre could be developed, similar to those used in the City
Link in the Perth CBD and Scarborough Beach Redevelopment,
to guide the design narrative of developments within the
Canning City Centre.
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LEGEND

4.1		 WATER

CANNING RIVER
BASIN
LIVING STREAM
EPHEMERAL WATER

There is an extensive existing drainage network in the city
centre to deal with storm water and naturally occurring
hydrology. However, in the current situation this is a merely a
technical system, that doesn’t contribute to the character of
the city or designed in a way that people can enjoy. Existing
basins are fenced off and not accessible to the public,
connecting drains are mostly hidden in pipes and the locations
where the water streams are open to daylight are limited. The
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EXTRA DAYLIGHTING
STREET CROSSING
DRAIN PIPE
CECIL AVE WATER EXPRESSION
URBAN WATER FEATURE
PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA

network of water throughout the city appears incidental and
most people wouldn’t notice that they are connected and
form part of a larger system.
The Masterplan turns the technical drainage system into a
celebration of water and an enjoyable experience for residents
and visitors of the city centre. Building on the Activity Centre
Plan, the Masterplan uses three strategies to achieve this:
// ‘daylighting’ the drainage system as much as possible, so
that people can recognise the system;
// multiuse living streams that provide a technical, biodiverse
and amenity value; and
// water sensitive urban design for the public realm and built
form.

RECOGNISABLE SYSTEM
The plan proposes to replace the pit and pipe system with
open streams, thus ‘daylighting’ as much of the water system
as possible. People walking through the centre will engage
more directly with the water systems of the city and become
aware of the cities strong natural connection to the Canning
River.
The Masterplan proposes to extend the ‘living streams’
network of the Activity Centre Plan and daylight other drains,
including the Western Power sub-station and the pipes
connecting to the railway basin. Where space is limited, the
drains can be daylighted in ‘urban canals’ within the road

reserves so that the water can be followed along more urban
areas including Pattie Street, Liege Street and Carden Drive.
At locations where streets cross the stream, the street
pavement can be designed to express the water below. Bridges
will be selectively used in specific locations where feasible
such as locations where footpaths in a park crosses a stream
or lead to a building’s entrance across a living stream.
Daylighting of the system can be extended to include the
stormwater system. Stormwater can run through spoon
drains in the street, instead of disappearing in pipes. They can
become a playful feature after rains, while reminding people of
the water system when dry.

MULTIUSE
Where there is enough space, the streams are turned into
‘living streams’, in accordance with the Activity Centre Plan.
The living streams add an ecological use to the water system,
which enhances both the water quality and biodiversity
throughout the city centre. In addition, these streams can
become recreational and amenity spaces integrating paths
and places to sit allowing people to enjoy the calm of flowing
water in a natural setting. This will enrich the experience of the
city centre and the appreciation of the water system. In the
same way, the existing basins can be redeveloped into local
parks, where ecology and recreation are combined with the
technical functions of the water system.

Artistic impression of Station Square with the
living stream flowing through
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At various locations, the water system will be supplemented
with waterplay. Play is an important way for children to connect
and learn about with the natural water systems. In waterplay
areas children learn at an early age how the system of water
works, while they enjoy the water and can manipulate the flow.
Waterplay can be included in different locations in various
ways, from natural water play, sophisticatedly designed water
playgrounds to urban fountains with playful algorithms of the
jets.

WATER SENSITIVE URBAN DESIGN
Core to the character of Canning City Centre as a riverine
centre, is the appreciation and respect of water and the natural
hydrology of the area.
Canning is blessed with high ground water, which means that
the basins and most streams carry natural water throughout
the whole year. Some streams and lakes, however, will be
ephemeral and their design needs to accommodate this
natural condition so they don’t look incomplete during dry
periods. These ephemeral streams and lakes add an important
experience to the system, emphasizing in dry periods that
water is precious and not something to take for granted.
This attitude towards water also needs to be used for all the
other water in the city centre, such as potable and grey water.
Grey water from commercial and residential buildings can
provide enough water to irrigate the trees and make them
grow tall and lush in the city centre. In return this will contribute
to cooling the centre, reducing the heat-island and create a

Artistic impression of the Basin Park north of the railway
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positive experience. Harvesting grey water and re-using it to
water the trees will need coordination between the private
developments and public realm design and management.
Smart technology and the Internet-of-Things can assist with
realising this potential. Research in the Eastern States indicates
that the associated costs are gained back multiple times over
by the savings in power usage, health costs and other knock on
effects.
The water used for fountains and play needs to be clean
and safe which means it is from a potable water source. The
advantages of the cooling effects and enjoyment of fountains
and water play can outweigh the disadvantage of using up
potable water, however, this does not mean water can be
wasted. Water use and the design of water elements needs
to be undertaken in smart and sensitive ways to reduce water
consumption.
Cecil Avenue is located at a watershed in the drainage system.
Natural water is not available in this street; however, water
should still be part of the experience of the civic heart of
the city centre. Providing adequate water to the street trees,
through tree cells and grey water harvesting, will form the core
of the Cecil Avenue experience. Drink fountains along the
street, with smart release and collect systems, will provide
free drinking water to all users, exhibiting the hospitality of the
city centre. At Cecil Square, in the heart of the centre, a water
feature will form the landmark at the crossing of Cecil Avenue
and Carousel Road, artistically celebrating the connection of
the centre with the Canning River.

BASIN PARK PRINCIPLES
The transformation of the basins into local parks requires a
careful treatment of the water edges. The current steep and
inaccessible slopes around the basins need to be turned into
places for people to walk and linger. The diagrams on this page
describe the various ways in which the steep slopes can be
transformed into accessible spaces.
Gabions can reduce the steepness of the slopes, while
providing habitats for flora and fauna. Seating steps can
overcome the height difference in steeper conditions and
when combined with trees they turn the basin edges into
amphitheatres to meet friends, watch people or gaze over the
water. Boardwalks make the water accessible, while balconies
of surrounding dwellings provide passive surveillance to the
park and improved amenity in the dwellings themselves.
Each of the basin parks should also incorporate some form of
play and community amenities, including additional trees to
provide shade and comfort.

0.5
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1:2.5

1:1.5 SLOPE

3

Existing situation with a steep, inaccessible
slope around the basin and a flat area at
the top in varying widths

To the right: various options to make the
basin’s edge accessible and improve
biodiversity and water quality
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LIVING STREAM PRINCIPLES
The Activity Centre Plan reserves a width of 14 metres for
living streams within the city centre. This provides space for a
basic profile that includes steep slopes that limit usability, are
insufficient for creating biodiversity and too steep to maintain.
This slope can, however, be redesigned in a range of ways
to provide amenities for people and improved conditions
for creating biodiverse streams. The living streams should
incorporate the following amenities:
// visible water, to be seen from the adjoining streets and the
paths;
// paths networks for passive recreation and connection to the
water;
// places for people to pause, including seating, amenity lawns
and play spaces;
// an abundance of trees, providing shade and reducing
temperature differences around the stream, which will
enhance biodiversity and water quality; and
// maximized planting zones close to the water, for these are
the most interesting to create biodiversity.

1

5.5
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1

5.5

1

Above: technical profile of the 14 metre wide living stream, without
much added value
Below: options for including amenities for people and biodiversity
within the 14m wide profile

Essential to incorporating these amenities, is to reduce the
slopes by overcoming the height differences. Gabions, seating
walls and building walls will can be used to redefine the profile
of the living streams. These treatments also have the following
additional benefits:
// gabions support the biodiversity by providing habitats for
flora and fauna;
// seating walls provide spaces for people to sit, gather and
enjoy; and
// building walls can incorporate parking with natural ventilation
underneath balconies overlooking the living stream.

Example of gabion walls
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DAYLIGHTING DRAINS IN THE STREETS
In a few locations drains are running along the length of a street
and consideration has been given for how these drains can be
daylighted within the street profile. The cross-sections on this
page identify ways in which water can be incorporated into a
20-metre wide road reserve.
The water, for example, could flow through a narrow urban
canal lined with railings. Two meters is sufficient to include
water and plants, while 4 metres could also include tree
planting close to the water level. Making the zone wider can
reduce the need for a wall on one side, and replace it with a
planted slope. If the water runs along the building frontages, it
can help to create a buffer between dwellings on ground floor
and the public on the street, providing a privacy for residence.
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Examples of daylighting drains in streets and the public realm
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STREET CROSSING
Where the water system crosses a street, the water does
not need to disappear from the street level experience. The
water course can be expressed in the design of the pavement,
emphasizing the presence of water below the pavements.
Railings along the sidewalk, on top of the culvert, further
indicate the water, while creating places for pedestrians to lean
and look at the stream.

The crossing of living streams can be expressed in the pavement of
the streets

STORM WATER
The storm water system also provides an opportunity to
enhance the city centre. The traditional pit and pit system
captures and transports the water out of the city centre in a
very technical manner. This system could be transformed in
select locations to improve the legibility of the water system
and enhance the character of Canning City Centre. The pit
and pipes could be replaced by a spoon drain system to direct
water towards the living streams improving the legibility of the
water system and creating an enjoyable feature.
The overflow of underground storm water buffering basins
such as the buffer planned along Railway Parade, east of the
train station, can be released via such a spoon drain. The
Railway Parade release could flow in a spoon drain through
the station tunnel, cross Sevenoaks Street and connect to the
living stream at Station Square. Along Cecil Avenue, the storm
water can be collected in the tree cells under the pavement,
providing water for the trees and infiltrating into the soil.

Storm water made visible and expressive with spoon drains and
turned into a feature running down steps into a living stream
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WATER PLAY & WATER FEATURES
Water features and water play performs an important role
in the city centre enriching the urban environment with the
experience of water in fun and playful ways.
Waterplay can be incorporated in a modest form in many
locations in the city including the basin parks, along the living
streams and in communal courtyards. In addition, three key
locations have been identified where water can play a key role
in the experience of the city centre. These include Coker Park,
the Riverside Park and Cecil Square.
Coker Park, between the two schools and the leisure centre
is an ideal location for an educational water-playground. The
eastern corner of Lake Street, where the living stream from
the Leisureplex basin connects with Coker Park, is a natural
location to create an attractive waterplay environment with
pumps, gullies, weirs and dams children can operate and
change themselves.
The Canning River Regional Park, where a living stream
connects to the river lakes, has been identified as a suitable
location for a nature based waterplay, whilst, Cecil Square has
been designated as a suitable location for an urban water play
area with an integrated water feature that marks the heart of
the city centre.

The water theme is supported by water playgrounds and playful
water, in squares, parks and ecological settings
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4.2 TREES

LEGEND
MELALEUCAS

Trees are a key element of any successful city centre. They
perform many roles including protection against the blazing
sun, reducing the heat island effect, cooling of the air, softening
the urban environment, visual amenity and enhanced
ecological connections.
The parks and squares will have their own selection of trees,
fitting the use and atmosphere of these places and adding
ornamental value.
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For the city centre the Masterplan proposes three categories
of street trees:
// grand street trees;
// lush street trees; and
// Riverine melaleuca street trees.

GRAND STREET TREES
The Grand Street Trees will be tall trees that line the significant
connecting streets through the city centre including Cecil
Avenue, Sevenoaks Street and Albany Highway.
For Albany Highway and Sevenoaks Street native eucalyptus
trees are suitable for their tall habit, although they are less
effective in providing shade and cooling. Given the function
of Cecil Avenue as a pedestrian orientated main street, trees
with a wide and thick canopy have been selected to cover the
multiple lanes of the road and provide shade and cooling for
pedestrians.

LUSH STREET TREES
Broad lush street trees that provide shade and character
will be used on the streets perpendicular to Cecil Avenue.
These streets accommodate a mixture of uses including
retail, hospitality, commercial and residential. The streets are
narrower than Cecil Avenue and as such the canopies should
be smaller, but stil providing the same comfort to pedestrians.

Grand street trees above and underneath Melaleucas used as street
trees

The streets with the lush street trees connect the heart of the
centre with the rest of the urban fabric and help distributing
people over the whole of the city centre. The lush trees
assist people in finding their way around. They need to have
character and seasonal variety to provide intuitive wayfinding
through the centre and support the unique visual character of
Pattie Street, Carousel Road and Lake Street.

RIVERINE MELALEUCAS

Melaleuca Strategy 1: Revegetation - 1 tree / sqm

All the other trees in the city centre will be melaleucas (paper
bark trees). These trees have a strong association with the river
and wetland environments and will provide a strong visual clue
to the riverside location of the city centre. They are formally
expressive in their appearance and will significantly contribute
to the unique character of Canning City Centre.
The Masterplan proposes to plant melaleucas everywhere
possible including the remainder of the streets, along the
basins and living streams, for revegetation of the bush park and
in all car parking areas. The Masterplan proposes to mandate
the planting of at least 1 melaleuca per parking bay, creating a
unique parking experience in the Perth Metropolitan Area.

Melaleuca Strategy 2: Parking - 1 tree / bay
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4.3 ACTIVITIES
The Canning community includes people from a diverse range
of cultural backgrounds. They are accustomed to using urban
spaces in a variety of different ways. In the current situation, the
public realm and built form do not provide the conditions for
these different urban uses and people are not encouraged or
invited to use the public realm like they are in cities in other parts

of the world. This potential is evident in projects such as Elizabeth
Quay, which have provided public spaces that encourage people
to promenade and utilised the public spaces throughout the day
and night.
The Masterplan focuses on creating these opportunities in
Canning City Centre, developing fertile ground for urban life to
sprout and flourish. The basis for this is created by the Activity
Centre Plan, which defines a mixture of retail, hospitality,
commercial, residential and other land uses.
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The Masterplan builds on this and adds two aspects:

LARGE PUBLIC PLACES

// a sequence of spaces; and
// activity zones.

PARKS

Additionally, the Masterplan requires that consideration also be
given to the provision of play space in the city centre.

SEQUENCE OF SPACE SIZES
People use urban spaces in different ways, at different times of
day and for different reasons. People seek out different spaces
for different experiences; a buzzing square for entertainment,
an intimate piazza for a conversation, a large park to enjoy
birds and trees, or a quiet and relaxing place to walk. To
encourage people to utilise the public realm and contribute
to the vibrancy of the city centre, a complete range of spaces
needs to be provided:

FORREST CHASE
120 X 40M

SQUARES

// from large to small;

NORTHBRIDGE
PIAZZA

// from green to urban; and

57 X 35M

// from public to private.

2000 SQM

Only when all these spaces are provided will the city centre
successfully tap into the potential of different cultural
backgrounds and urban uses to create a vibrant and active
urban city centre.

WESLEY CHURCH
50 X 40M AROUND

The parks are broadly defined in the Activity Centre Plan and
the Masterplan develops how these places complement one
another so they provide a range of different experiences and
uses.
The Activity Centre Plan also defines two squares: Cecil Square
and Station Square. Compared to urban squares around the
world these two squares are both of a medium size, between
3000 - 4,000 sqm. A larger size urban square to hold large
scale civic events such as Forrest Chase in Perth or Railway
Square in Midland, is not included in the Activity Centre Plan.
These events will have to be held in Coker Park or the activity
hubs in the Canning River Park.
Smaller urban squares are not defined in the Activity Centre
Plan. Piazzas, pocket parks and public gardens, from 10 to
1,000 sqm, need to be provided in the development blocks
and road reserves. The street typologies and built form
typologies take these spaces into consideration.

4800 SQM

1400 SQM

BLOCK
SPACES

CLAREMONT
QUARTER
33 X 18M
590 SQM

SHAFTO LANE
25 X 16M
400 SQM

STREET
SPACES

SMALL PUBLIC PLACES
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ACTIVITY ZONES
A series of activity zones have been identified throughout
the city centre to provide the setting and amenities for a
range of community and retail uses. The public realm, built
form and the interaction between these two should support
these activity zones through the qualities and spaces they
provide. For example, shade and protection against rain can
be provided by building awnings and street trees which will
support the activation of Cecil Avenue and its side streets,
complementing the air-conditioned internal network of the
Carousel shopping centre.

Vibrant city centres also provision for temporary uses in the
public realm including street vendors, food trucks, street
artists and street markets. These activities are now expected
within the public realm throughout the metropolitan area
and vendors would eagerly grab the opportunity if space
and regulations allowed. The public realm typologies in this
Masterplan provide the space for these events within the
design of the Masterplan. City Centre regulations for these
temporary uses will need to be reviewed to support the
Masterplan ambitions.

Coker Park, flanked by the two schools, is the centre of an
activity zone that is focussed on urban interaction within a
green setting, with socialising, recreation, education and sports
activities. The ‘Bush Park’ to the east side of Cecil Avenue
provides a whole different atmosphere, with relaxing activities
in a natural setting surrounding the power station.
The Canning River Regional Park provides a retreat from the
urban buzz of the city centre. A short walk from the city centre
the park provides an unspoiled natural landscape experience
with activity hubs along its edge providing opportunities for
play, informal sport and socialising.
The station zone is a transit hub is where people can transfer
between rail, bus, car, bicycle and foot. Transit hubs attract
commercial and hospitality uses which will be complemented
by the provision of amenity within the public realm.
Mature city centres also support specialty areas and other
unique city environments such as specialty shops, artistic
areas with galleries, ateliers and creative cafes; nightlife areas
with small bars, clubs and night food offerings and theatre
squares where performances can spill out into the street.
These zones tend to develop organically and cannot be forced
into existence. The city centre provides enough ‘meat’ around
Cecil Avenue to accommodate the future development of
these zones and these speciality areas have been considering
within the master plan.

Different spaces offer different opportunities for people-orientated
usage and provide different atmospheres. Together the variety of
usage and atmospheres create an attractive city centre that invites
people to walk around and stay longer.
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PLAY
4

The Activity Centre Plan does not include a provision for play
spaces, an essential element within any successful city centre
and an element that needs to be addressed to make the city
centre a fun, active and healthy environment. If the city centre
is to accommodate all demographics, including families, play
activities need to be incorporated into the public realm and
future developments. Play provides an important role in the
development of children and should be directly accessible for
all age groups.
The play spaces should include all functions of play:
// Exploring Movement
// Construction Play
// Fantasy Play
// Role & Imitation Play
// Social & Engagement
Children of different ages require different types of play and
have different requirements. The overview below gives a
summary of international research into play requirements and
the plan shows the advisable distribution of the playgrounds
for the three age-categories throughout the city centre.

0-6 YEARS

DISTANCE <100M

1

2

1

2

3

7

3
6

5

Indicative distribution or playgrounds required for the urban
population of the city centre, for three age groups - 0-6 years (blue,
6-12 years (green) and 12-18 years (red)

(BLUE)

// Climbing & Clambering
// Exploring Body Movements
// Play with Water & Sand

6 - 12 YEARS

DISTANCE 300-400M

(GREEN)

// Social & Role Play
// Movement: Run, Jump, Ball
// Construction Play

12 - 18 YEARS DISTANCE 800-1,000M (RED)
// Informal meeting
// Sport activities,
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4.4 PERMEABILITY

LEGEND
PUBLIC PERMEABLE
PRIVATE PERMEABLE

“What attracts people most is
other people.”
(William Whyte, in ‘City: Rediscovering the Centre’, 1988)

CAROUSEL INDOOR
CAROUSEL OUTDUUR
DESIRABLE CONNECTIONS
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING OF
MAJOR ROAD
CROSSING NEEDS
ATTENTION
PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA
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PEDESTRIANS
If Canning City Centre is to become lively and vibrant, it
needs to attract and hold people within the public realm.
The city needs to be a place for pedestrians, a place that is
comfortable and interesting to move around. People need to
be able to explore the centre through a range of city walks that
provide different experiences. A 100m walk along a blank wall
is a bore but a 100m walk along street containing small shops,
little front yards and diverse building facades is over before you
know it. Providing a diversity of city walks makes people stay
longer and return in the future.

The opportunities for pedestrians to cross of Albany Highway
and make the connection to the Canning River is an essential
part of the city centre and requires further development.
Having to cross the road in multiple stages and waiting for
traffic lights in the blazing sun is not an attractive prospect and
will put many people off. Consideration needs to be given to
pedestrian friendly crossings that are functional, attractive and
iconic gateways along Albany Highway.

The Activity Centre Plan defines the main network of streets
for Canning City Centre. However, successful city centres,
contain medium and fine grain networks to support the main
street network. At several locations, the Activity Centre Plan
shows smaller streets and walks, to be incorporated in the
development of private land, for instance between Cecil
Avenue and Coker Park. These additional routes will be crucial
to making the city centre an accessible and attractive place.
The development of a continuous network of laneways around
Pattie Street and Leila Street will also improve accessibility
and opportunities for new experiences and activities. The
Masterplan indicates a number of locations where additional
connections are desirable, however, many more connections
should be promoted within future developments.

Figure Ground Plan of Canning City Centre
in red, showing the network of streets and
paths that makes the city centre permeable
for pedestrians

Figure Ground Plan of Vancouver, with
Canning City Centre in red for comparison

Figure Ground Plan of Barcelona,with
Canning City Centre in red for comparison
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BICYCLE, PUBLIC TRANSPORT & CARS
The Masterplan aims to design all streets for a traffic speed
of 30 km/hour (excluding Albany Highway, Sevenoaks Street
and the Southern Link Road) to promote pedestrian and cycle
activity. This approach will make it possible for bicycles to
safely integrate with the car traffic on the streets and bicycle
racks have been integrated into the urban design along Cecil
Avenue and the mixed-use side streets, to promote the use of
bicycle within the city.
Cecil Avenue will be the main route for public transport, with
bus stops on every block and a central hub at the Canning train
station. Cecil Avenue has also been designed to accommodate
future light rail allowing for the retention of street trees without
a complete redesign of the street.
Car parking for workers and residents will be provided within
the developments whilst visitor parking will be accommodated
in larger parking structures throughout the city centre, as
indicated in the Activity Centre Plan, and on-street parking
bays. Street parking encourages pedestrian movement on
the streets and can contribute to reducing the traffic speed.
Parking is an important requirement; however, it should not
dominate the streetscape and needs to be balanced with
hospitality and public uses such as alfresco areas, seating
areas, garden beds, bicycle racks and other amenities for the
community.

Perth

UWA
Canning
Curtin

Route of the future light rail
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Artistic impression of Cecil Square with future light rail over Cecil Avenue
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Artistic impression of Cecil Square
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5. PUBLIC REALM TYPOLOGIES
The public realm typologies are based on the Identity Themes
described in chapter 2 and the City Centre Wide Strategies of
chapter 3. The typologies are divided in two categories:
// squares & parks; and

STYLE MANUAL THEMES
Regional

// streets.
Cecil Avenue, as the backbone of the city centre, is given
additional attention due to its important role within the city. A
concept design has been prepared and is explained within this
chapter.

The style guide for the regional open
spaces reflects the history of the
City of Canning and its connection
to the Canning River.
The use of the Canning River as a
transport system for barges carrying
sawn timber down-river as well
as the pristine condition of the
surrounding environment has driven
the use of natural elements including
a custom range of furniture using
fallen timber logs.
This
also
incorporates
the
Threatened Ecological Community,
being the only other area of remnant
bushland in the Centre.
‘Homestead’ - http://www.canning.wa.gov.au/w/woodloes-homestead.html

PUBLIC REALM STYLE GUIDE
In addition to the design principles described in the earlier
chapters, the Public Realm Style Guide has informed the
public realm typologies.
The Style Guide distinguished three zones:

REGIONAL
// Including two of the parklands (Canning River Park and the
Bush Park), and the two major traffic corridors (Albany
Highway and Sevenoaks Street).
// The style can be summarised as ‘wild and ecological’, using
native plants, logs and rough materials.

CENTRAL
// Comprised by Cecil Ave and the two squares (Cecil Square
and Station square).
// The style of the central zone can be described as ‘slick
organic’, with sculptural forms and sophisticated materials.

BLACKWELL

& associates

‘The Landing’ - https://digitalcollections.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/149

STYLE MANUAL THEMES

landscape
C e n architects
t r a l Cand
o rurban
e designers

CANNING CITY CENTRE

p38

CANNING CITY CENTRE

p40

The theme for the central core
opens space represents the vision
for the future of the Canning City
Centre. Use of durable yet elegant
furniture and materials of high
quality and finish will help reinforce
the central core as the heart of a
vibrant, busy and flourishing City.
The paving and furniture will consist
of a neutral colour palette allowing
colour to be brought out through
signage, lighting, artwork and people.
Asymmetric furniture and organic
shapes/patterns in the style of the
adjacent images have been selected
to distinguish the Central Core from
the rest of the City Centre.

BLACKWELL

& associates

STYLE MANUAL THEMES
landscape architects and urban designers

Local

The furniture and materials palette
for the local streetscapes and open
spaces needs to be practical and
functional, and the angular elements
help achieve this.
The theme for the furniture and
materials palette of these spaces
echoes the grid pattern (as per the
adjacent image), that is currently
found within Canning.

LOCAL
// Covering the rest: the network of all remaining streets, the
living streams and local parks.
// The style for these areas reflects the (sub)urban grid
pattern, using grid-form furniture and a combination of
native and deciduous trees.
BLACKWELL

& associates

C A N N I NG C IT Y C E NTR E p39
Reference images from the Public
Realm Style Guide
for the three Style Guide zones. From top to bottom:
Regional, Central and Local.

landscape architects and urban designers
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5.2 SQUARES & PARKS
The squares and parks form the heart and lungs of Canning
City Centre. They are the key places for public life and should
be designed to welcome people of all ages, abilities and
backgrounds. Here people come to meet and interact with
other people; to meet a friend, run into an acquaintance, watch
other people, have eye-contact with a passer-by, talk with a
stranger, be amused, surprised and entertained. These are the
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spaces where the city becomes ‘warm’, full of human affection
and interaction and the ground on which communities are
built.
This is also where everybody is welcome, not just adults with
children or dog walkers, but all demographics and sub-cultures.
The city squares and parks are truly public. Here people come
across people who are different from them. These places
generate a base for tolerance and creativity.

The two squares and five parks also form the heart of the
precincts and draw their character from the surrounding
context. Each of them is unique, with a specific atmosphere
and usage and provide amenities for surrounding
developments to support the increase residential density and
compensating for not having a garden.
The squares and parks also complement each other, giving
people a reason to walk around and visit or discover different
places within the city. They all contribute in their own way to
the identity of Canning City Centre and its three character
themes - Riverine Canning, Multicultural Canning and Canning
Narrative.

Artistic impression of Cecil Square
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CECIL SQUARE

Cecil Square is the heart of the city centre. Located
strategically at the crossing of Cecil Avenue and Carousel
Road, it marks the centre of the city centre and a key
destination along both streets. It provides space for people to
freely use; to sit, look around, watch people, meet friends, and
interact with strangers.
Seating located around several large fig trees creates the
ambiance of a traditional town square where the community
meets. An eye-catching fountain at the intersection marks the
square as a destination space. After sunset, artistic lighting
transforms the fountain into an event and stimulates eveninglife on the square. Water from the fountain flows via a playful
stream with water jets onto the square, inviting children to
frolic and interact with the water. Active building edges with
shop displays and an abundance of alfresco areas frame the
square with activity, leaving the majority of the square open for

Artistic impression of Cecil Square
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people to freely move around, relax on lawn areas, enjoy street
artists, organise markets and events, to erect a City Christmas
Tree and for a range of other urban initiatives.
Cecil Square functions not only as a destination space; it also
acts as a linking space. It connects the Main Street of Cecil
Avenue with Carousel Road, an active side street that leads
to Cokerand Bush Park. The square also connects the street
network with the indoor shopping network of Carousel. It
provides both a grand entry into the air-conditioned shopping
centre and features that cannot be provided indoors,
complimenting the offerings of Carousel with large shady trees,
open turf areas and the playful water feature.
At the heart of the City Centre, Cecil Square is a major
expression if the city centre’s competitive character. The
fountain and waterplay refers to the river system. The square
allows for people with different cultural backgrounds and
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STATION SQUARE

Station Square is the second major square in the city centre. It
complements Cecil Square providing a different atmosphere
and usages. Station Square is a lush green square centred
around the living stream which runs through the square. The
space is terraced down to the living stream, providing seating
opportunities and turfed areas. The lower-level setting creates
an intimate, relaxed atmosphere and reduces the influence of
traffic noise from Sevenoaks Street. Islands in the living stream
can be used as a podium for performances and small events.
Alfresco and shop frontage creates a lively zone along the
south and west edges of the square.
The design of Station Square extends over Sevenoaks Street
and connects to Cannington Station. Melaleucas flow over
from around the living stream to the Sevenoaks’ median
and the forecourt of the train station. A wide pedestrian
crossing provides a comfortable connection for people

Artistic impression of Station Square
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moving between the train station and Station Square, in a
similar manner to the crossing of Wellington Street in front of
the Perth train station. Together, the forecourt, crossing and
Station Square create a clear sense of direction and intuitive
wayfinding into the city centre. They function as an inviting
entrance to Canning City Centre.
The water theme further enhances the arrival at the city
centre. Storm water, collected and buffered around the train
station, flows via spoon drains and grated gutters through the
pedestrian underpass of the train station to the living stream
in Station Square, where it forms a water feature flowing down
the steps and enriching the square.
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RIVER PARK

The seemingly natural landscape along the Canning River is a
unique feature to have so close to the city centre. The River
Park celebrates this riverine landscape and makes it accessible
for people to experience and enjoy. The park is a celebration of
the city meeting the river and creates opportunities for gazing
over the water and enjoying the views.
Along the city side, two activity areas provide amenity for the
city centre’s population and visitors to use. They incorporate
meadow for free park use, such as kicking a ball, flying a
kite or simply laying on the grass. Nature play and a naturebased water playground connect to the natural setting of the
park, while benches, fitness equipment, public barbecues,
picnic tables and a park café further support the park use.
Boardwalks and decks along the lakes and waterways leading
to the river create great opportunities to experience the water
and the riverine landscape.

Artistic impression of an active hub in River Park
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The activity areas allow more people to enjoy the River Park
and strengthen the connection between the city centre
and the Canning River. At the same time, the activity areas
consolidate activity along the city’s edge of the park, leaving
the rest of the parkland for quiet relaxation.
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BUSH PARK

The Bush Park incorporates the Cannington Swamp
threatened ecological community (TEC) and the edges
around the Western Power Terminal. The focus of this park is
on rehabilitating the currently degraded ecological values of
the area, through revegetation with Melaleucas and improving
the water system to support the seasonal wetland vegetation.
Planting Melaleucas will furthermore help to soften the visual
impact of the sub-station. The Lake Street living stream will
be continued along Grose Avenue through the Bush Park,
connecting it towards Liege Street, which will contribute to
making the water system visible and improving the water
quality.
The second focus of the Bush Park is to create an ecological
parkland for the residents, workers and visitors of Canning City
Centre to enjoy. The park forms the counterpoint to Coker
Park and River Park, providing a different atmosphere and

Artistic impression of Bush Park
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amenities. Boardwalks make the area accessible for people
to experience and appreciate the ecology and water system.
Arbor structures provide shade and shelter for seating and
bird watching, while also creating a habitat for native climbing
plants. The structures will reference the industrial aesthetic of
the sub-station integrating the Terminal into the Bush Park.
In areas that are less ecologically sensitive other park-uses can
be included, such as a community garden, allotments that can
be rented out to the residents of apartments in the city centre,
and a construction playground where kids can build cubby
houses under supervision. These uses have an aesthetic that
fits the wild, less manicured character of the Bush Park. They
will also bring additional amenity to the city centre, that no
other space provides, increasing the attractiveness of Canning
City Centre as a place to live, work and play.
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COKER PARK

Coker Park is developed into an active, urban park, with
monumental trees and open active lawn areas to kick a ball,
run around, lay on the grass, have a picnic and socialize; all the
activities that people would expect in a beautiful established
city park.

and fragrant planting stimulating the senses, a park pavilion
for performances and festivals, barbecue facilities and a park
café. An educational water playground in the east corner
connects with the living stream along Lake Street and forms a
major attraction in Coker Park.

Two lawn areas form the central spaces in the park. The first is
large enough for a full size oval to facilitate cricket and football.
The second is slightly smaller to accommodate an official
soccer field or two smaller ones. The fields are not exclusively
designated for sports, but available for all park uses, including
larger events and park concerts. The adjoining schools can use
the fields for school sports, while they can also host outdoor
classes and educational activities in the rest of the park.

A central extra wide path circuit loops around the two lawns
connects all the areas in the park. Distance markings can
facilitate joggers and refers to the local history of athletic
events. The central path is connected to all surrounding
streets, providing people easy access into the park and
contributing to the permeability of the city centre.

Around the edges of the fields, Coker Park contains several
themes areas, such as an ephemeral wetland zone (living
stream) along Wharf Street, ornamental gardens with colourful

Artistic impression of Coker Park
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BASIN PARKS

The two water basins are transformed into local parks, each
with a lake at its centre. The edges are improved and made
accessible with paths, boardwalks, seating and trees for shade.
They provide places for people to sit, gaze over the water,
enjoy quiet times, or to meet with a friend. Each basin park also
includes a place for socialising, community amenities and a
playground for young children.
Gabion retaining walls reduce the severe slopes to allow for
the paths and seating areas. They also support biodiversity
by providing habitat for small animals and insect life. Wetland
planting along the water edges improves the biodiversity and
water quality.

Artistic impression of Basin Park north of the railway
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The Basin Parks are an important amenity for the surrounding
dwellings that are orientated to the park, with their front doors
or private outdoor spaces looking out over the lake. This
arrangement also provides passive surveillance to the park.
The substantial level differences along the lake are used to
create privacy in their private outdoor spaces without the need
for hedges or fences.
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Artistic impression of Cecil Avenue
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The Concept Design for Cecil Avenue combines the traffic
function with the pedestrian usage and two of the identity
themes - Riverine Canning and Multicultural Canning. The
design uses the civil road lay-out for Cecil Avenue as its basis.
This road layout is modelled and designed to accommodate
the required traffic flows and is a four-lane street, with
additional turn-off lanes at each crossing. An innovative
approach has been taken for the design of Cecil Avenue to
ensure that it is a street with character that prioritises city life
over traffic movements.
The concept design for Cecil Avenue includes three
amendments that transform the basic civil layout into an
innovative and attractive pedestrian environment.

ARGUMENTATION CIVIL LAYOUT

Cecil Avenue plays a vital role in providing places for people in
Canning City Centre. The street is not only a traffic corridor for
cars and busses, and later for light rail it is also the entry into
the heart of the city centre and an iconic space for Canning.
It is the heart-line for pedestrian activity and vitality of the city
centre and the backbone of the public realm connecting the
two squares, Carousel, the railway station, the parks via its side
streets and it connects the city centre with the Canning River.
The design of Cecil Avenue is therefore essential to the identity
of the city centre.

ARGUMENTATION PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

5.2 CECIL AVENUE
		 CONCEPT DESIGN

Concept Design Cecil Avenue balances car requirements against
pedestrian experience
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1. RATIONALIZING THE MEDIAN

3. CHANGING THE PAVEMENT

The civil layout is a pure engineering solution that is based on
straight lanes with the central median filling the space between
the lane alignments. Mid-block the median is 5 metres wide,
but that space that better used for the footpaths. Closer to the
crossing, the median is 2 metres, becoming narrow for trees to
be future-proof.

The bus lanes are bus-priority lanes, which can be used for
parking outside priority hours. Finishing these lanes in tarmac,
red or black, signifies a ‘traffic zone,’ however, these lanes
could be finished in a similar way to the footpaths so that they
read visually as part of the sidewalk reducing the overall width
of the street. This would also allow these bays to be utilised
outside priority hours for other uses, such as alfresco, food
vans, street vendors, street artists, market stalls and movable
planter boxes.

The concept design proposes that the median is made into
a continuous 2.5 metre, that is wide enough to include trees
from crossing to crossing, providing mid-street shade for
pedestrians crossing the street at the traffic lights. The rest
of the median space is redistributed to edges to create more
generous pedestrian footpaths to support city life.

Optimising the median to maximise sidewalk widths for pedestrians
and achieve a continuous row of trees in the median

The concept design grades the bus lane / parking zone,
making it flush with both the footpath and the car lane. The
granite pavement of the footpath is continued in the priority
lane, in a slightly darker material to emphasize the different
function of the zone along with tactile pavers to mark the edge
of the footpath. The parking bays and bus stops are marked
with lighter colour granite in the bus lane pavement, clearly
indicating to drivers that outside priority times they can park
here.
The overall effect of these changes is a reduction in the
amount of tarmac in Cecil Avenue creating an experience that
prioritises people over cars.

2. MID-BLOCK BUS STOPS AND CROSSING
The current civil layout locates the bus stops on either side
of the crossings. This impacts the continuous street tree
alignments, at locations where the sidewalks are already
narrow due to the extra turn-off lanes.
The concept design moves the bus stops to the middle of the
block and combines them with the pedestrian crossings. This
will improve the pedestrian permeability and makes it possible
to continue the street tree alignments on the footpaths.

Example of granite paving for the parking and drivable areas
enhancing the pedestrian focus of the streetscape
Relocating the bus stops and creating mid-block crossings to
improve pedestrian permeability and continuous tree planting
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THE CONCEPT DESIGN
The three moves together result in a concept design that
strikes a better balance between prioritising the pedestrian
experience of Cecil Avenue as a vibrant main street and the
traffic engineering requirements to facilitate 18,000 vehicles
per day. The sidewalks are maximised to a comfortable width
of 7 metres, that visually expand to over 10 metres with the
granite paving of the parking zone / priority bus lane. Using
granite in this zone sends a clear message to drivers, that this
is not a car lane. The tarmac, a material associated with car
priority, is being reduced to 3.2 metres on each side of the
median reducing the impression of a street that prioritises car
traffic over pedestrians.

Existing situation of Cecil Avenue, at the same location as the artist
impression on page 66-67

The trees are planted a minimum of 5.5 metres from the
façade, creating enough distance to select large street tree
species that will deliver an abundance of shade to the sidewalk
and create a luxurious atmosphere. All trees in the street are
supported by fertile soil and tree cells collecting stormwater,
to create excellent growing conditions and ensure the trees will
grow to full stature.

The sidewalks include an interface zone of 1 metre along the
building frontages which is available for shop display and
alfresco areas. These enliven the streetscape and enhance
the interaction between the activities inside the buildings and
outside on the street.
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Principle section of Cecil Avenue at mid-block
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Street furniture, which will include benches, bins, drinking water
fountains, bicycle racks and 4.5 metre light poles, enhances
street life and pedestrian comfort and is located between the
trees. Where there is no furniture, the zone can be used by
street vendors, street artists and for alfresco dining. The zone
also functions as a buffer between the main pedestrian walk
and the priority bus lane / parking zone. The transition from
sidewalk to parking zone is further marked by a strip of wave
patterned tactile pavers, that references the river theme of the
Canning City Centre.
Outside of priority times, the bus lane / parking zone is used
for parking and bus stops. During these times, which is most of
the day, the parking bays can also be used for alfresco, street
vendors and food vans, or even to set up a street market.
These uses should be encouraged, as they will enhance
the economic viability of the shops and the main street
experience of Cecil Avenue.

A flush granite kerb marks the edge between the bus lane /
parking zone and the tarmacked car lane. This lane meanders
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carriageway helps to slow traffic in a natural way, and enforce
in the Public Realm Style Guide
the speed limit of 30km/hour.
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‘Stop’ Bollard

‘Ride’ Bike Rack

‘Collect’ Bin

The 2.5-metre-wide median contains a continuous row
of trees and double-armed light poles that illuminate the
carriageways. Under the trees is a combination of planted
stormwater gardens and granite pavement. The planted areas
have a barrier kerb with openings to catch the storm water. The
paved areas are flush with the carriageway, making it easier
for pedestrians to cross the street informally, enhancing the
connection between both sides of the street.
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Exception is the intersection of Cecil Avenue with Carousel
Road, which can be paved in granite completely, to mark the
FUTURE LIGHT RAIL
heart of the city centre.
The concept design has the ability to integrate future light rail.
Extra attention needs to be given to the programming of the
The final arrangement of the light rail within the road reserve
traffic lights at the intersections to ensure that the street
is dependent on the light rail system that will be selected.
has a pedestrian priority. Pedestrians should be given a
Some systems would prefer the inner lanes, others the outer
proportionate amount of time green light; not 10 seconds,
lanes. Both systems can be integrated without the need to
verses 120 seconds for cars as is common within Perth.
change the lay-out or tree planting within in the street profile.
Trees that are planted now can mature without the need to be
TREE SPECIES SELECTION:
relocated or cut down to make way for the light rail.

CRITERIA:

Platanus orientalis
Sophora Japonica ‘Princeton Upright’
Liquidambar Formosana
Lophostemon confertus

OPTION 2

//
//
//
//

OPTION 2

SPECIES OPTIONS:

OPTION 1

1st order tree - 15 metres or taller
providing deep shade and cooling
growing well in paved situations
upright growing crown, able to prune up to 4.5 metre
preferable not deciduous for water quality reasons
OPTION 1

//
//
//
//
//

Two options for integrating different Light Rail systems into Cecil
Avenue without the need to relocate trees or change the street
profile.

ALTERNATIVE CONCEPT DESIGN
During the development of the Masterplan, an alternative
design was produced for Cecil Avenue (see Appendix 6). This
design has a dual bus / light rail lane in the middle, flanked by
trees, then the single car lanes followed by a tree line with
parking, alfresco, garden beds, seating, etc. and finally the
sidewalks.

Platanus orientalis
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Artistic impression of an active hub in River Park

Albany Highway

Leila Street

Pattie Street
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Artistic impression of an active hub in River Park
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Cecil Square

Sevenoaks Street

Lake Street

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

Carousel Road
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CECIL AVENUE - NORTH OF PATTIE STREET TO CECIL SQUARE
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5.3 STREETS
Streets provide important places for people to occupy,
socialise and meet in the city centre and include smaller
spaces at the lower scale of the space sequence described in
section 4.3.

LEGEND
AVENUE
CECIL AVENUE
BOULEVARD
ALLEE
CORSO
BRIDGE
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The streets integrate:
// Spaces at the size of one parking bay - for seating, garden
beds, alfresco, street vendors, street artists, bicycle racks,
water taps, bins etc.

Street space the size of 1 parking bay

// Spaces the size of a few (perpendicular) parking bays
combined - creating spaces for community gardens, small
street-side squares, little playgrounds hedged off to the
carriageway

Street space the size of a few parking bays
combined

// Building Interfaces - zones for shop display, sidewalk
alfresco, privacy planting and the public-private transition
zones

Building interface zones, where the life
inside a building comes outside or that
creates a buffer between the public street
and private indoors.

To accommodate these spaces a pedestrian focused
approach has been taken minimising car lanes as much as
possible under regulations allow.

The Masterplan distinguished three types of streets:

AVENUES & BOULEVARDS (INCL. CECIL AVENUE)
// Significant tree-lines streets
// Central median separating driving directions
// 3 rows of trees

ALLEES
// Streets perpendicular on the avenues and boulevards,
providing connectivity within the city centre, with mixed use
and busy sidewalks
// 2 rows of trees,
// No median, space is added to the side walks
// Interface zones for shop display, sidewalk alfresco and
private planting along building façades
// Parallel parking, alfresco, garden beds, free seating and
bicycle racks

Principle of an Avenue and Boulevard, with median separating two
carriageways, each with 1 or multiple lanes.

Principle of an Allee, with one carriageway of 2 lanes, lined with trees.

WALKS
// Pedestrian streets prioritising pedestrians over cars
// A-symmetrical profile, creating pedestrian spaces on one
side of the carriageway
// Changing axes of the carriageway, naturally reducing the
speed
// Combining parking bays into community places

Principle of a Walk, with a meandering carriageway, creating spaces
for people to meet, play and stay.

75

LEGEND

AVE

CEC

s
ak
no
ve
Se
et
re
St

H
ny
ba

Al
ay
hw
ig

AVENUES

The main function of the Avenue street typology (Albany
Highway and Sevenoaks Street) is to support the flow of
cars and other motorised vehicles. However, they also
need to support the Canning City Centre identity. As major
thoroughfares, these avenues are important ‘displays’,
advertising the Canning City Centre to the many people driving
by.

SEVENOAKS STREET

Currently both Albany Highway and Sevenoaks are harsh,
uninviting environments. Tree planting along the avenues can
dramatically change their appearance and requires attention.
Native gum trees in the medians and verges or sidewalks suit
the scale of these streets and create tree-lines avenues giving
the streets a sense of grandeur. Adding Melaleucas to the
parking areas adjoining the avenues will further improve their
appearance.
The crossing opportunities and crossing experience for
pedestrians needs urgent attention, especially along Albany
Highway. The current waiting times and lack of shade make
crossing Albany Highway extremely challenging for pedestrians
and effectively cut off the City Centre from the Canning
River. The new footbridge over Albany Highway will improve
the situation, but leaves the issues at Cecil Avenue, Wharf
Street and Liege Street unsolved. The bridge does however
provide an opportunity to create a statement and landmark for
Canning City Centre.

5.4

3.8

3.5

4.5
30

Principle of the Avenues, with large trees in the median and both sides
of the multiple-lane carriageways
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The boulevards are the vehicular entrances into the Canning
City Centre. Through these streets, people move from the
avenues into the city centre. The traffic movement over the
length of the boulevard tends to be more important than the
interaction between the sidewalks on either side. The focus
in the boulevards is therefore to create a sense of grandeur
and arrival into the city centre. The use of a median and three
lines of trees results in deeply shaded streets, that are visually
pleasant and comfortable to walk. Additionally, the median
makes it easier for pedestrians to informally cross the relatively
busy streets.
In between the trees on the sidewalks is space for parallel
parking, alfresco, garden beds, bicycle racks, benches, bins and
other street furniture.
The use of the median, is at expense of the sidewalk widths.
This leads to limited space for building interface on the
sidewalk, for instance for shop display or private benches and
planting along residential facades. The street interface along
the boulevards (Cecil Avenue excepted) will need to be solved
within the setback allowance of the adjoining development
lots.

Principle of the Boulevards, with three rows of grand street trees aligning separated carriageways, medians that make crossing easier for
pedestrians and a transition zone between carriageway and sidewalk that includes parking, alfresco, garden beds, etc.
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BOULEVARD - PRINCIPLE SECTION

VARIATION:
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Sidewalks with space to create soft interfaces with the buildings, for
commercial shop display and privately maintained planting along
residential buildings
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Special attention is given to creating soft interfaces between
sidewalks and buildings. A one-metre wide zone along the lot
boundaries is available to let the liveliness in the buildings spill
out onto the street, with shop display, alfresco and advertising
furniture. This zone also creates a buffer between the public
sidewalk and private space inside. Ground floor residents can
use the metre to place a private bench next to their front door,
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The allees lead from the boulevards further into the City
Centre. Vehicular traffic is calmed, supported by the use
of a single carriageway with traffic in two directions, that
maximizes the widths of the sidewalks. These are spacious
enough to integrate all kinds of additional uses that create an
attractive environment and experience for walking, without
compromising the space for walking itself.
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The allees have a strong focus on the pedestrian interaction
between buildings and sidewalks and between both sides of
the street.
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ALLEES

or for planters or edge planting along the façade.
The zone under the trees, on the road side of the sidewalk,
provides space for uses that support the pedestrian
environment: benches, bins, drink water fountains, bicycle
racks, garden beds and parklets can be alternated with spaces
for alfresco, food vans, street vendors and car parking.
Speed reduction measurements are important to keep the
speeds down to 30 km/hour. Scientific studies demonstrate
this speed creates a safe environment for bicycles to mix
with the cars. It also eases pedestrians crossing. The material
selection also plays a role. Tarmac tends to communicate ‘car
space’. Using unit pavers instead of tarmac for the carriageway
can assist in reducing speeds and create a more pedestrianfocused environment.

Active transition zone between the carriageway and sidewalk, with
street furniture and parklets providing seating and garden beds and
spaces for parking, alfresco and street vendors
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ALLEE - PRINCIPLE SECTION

VARIATION:
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WALKS

All other streets and laneways are characterized as ‘walks’.
Most of these streets are predominantly residential. The walks
support public and communal life by providing public places
for the people who live and/or work here, to sit outside, relax,
play and socialise.
The walks have an a-symmetrical arrangement. Perpendicular
parking is alternated with community spaces, such as little
street squares, communal gardens and hedged playgrounds.
These places create opportunities to sitting, play, meeting
friends and interacting with neighbours; a place for community
life to develop and flourish.
Changing the carriageway from one side of the street to
the other, and swapping over the perpendicular parking /
community spaces, creates a meandering road arrangement
to assist in slowing traffic.
Not all walks are 20 metres wide. Some will be 10 metres
or narrower. Where these walks contain one-way traffic,

A-symmetrical streets with the carriageway meandering through
create space for people to socialize, meet and stay. (Top: Mary
Street, Highgate; Bottom: Washing Lane, Northbridge)

enough space is left for planting trees and supporting places
for people. Extra width that might be needed to turn into a
parking structure is to be provided by setting back the parking
entrance so as not to impact the pedestrian space.
The street network is fine-grained enough to sustain logical
loops of one-way streets. Only in rare circumstances should
a narrow walk have to include a two-direction carriageway.
In these cases, it is advisable to design the walk as a
shared space, including an array of measures to prevent
car-dominancy and to include amenities for pedestrian and for
people to stay.
Other walks do not need to include car traffic at all. These
walks contribute linear squares and parks to the city centre,
attractive environments for people to walk, stay, sit, play, skate,
kick a ball, garden together, socialise and interact, to enjoy live
and build the community.

Walks include play spaces for the residents in the city centre and
stimulate activation of the public realm (Top: Avion Way, Claremont;
Bottom: A. Thijm Street, Amsterdam)
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WALK - PRINCIPLE SECTION

VARIATION:
10M WALK WITH 1-WAY CAR TRAFFIC

3

2.5

5.8
20

84

5.7

3

2

3.2 2.5 2.3
10

VARIATION:

VARIATION:

10M WALK WITH 2-WAY CAR TRAFFIC

10M WALK WITHOUT CARS

0.85 2.1

5.8 0.85
10

2

6

2

10

85

Artistic impression of Cecil Square at the intersection of Cecil avenue and Carousel Road
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6. BUILT FORM TYPOLOGIES
New development in the Canning City Centre will include
mixed-use building types across commercial, retail and
residential development sectors with an emphasis on higher
density residential living. The vision for the City Centre includes
diverse housing options and high quality public space amenity
that will combine to form one of metropolitan Perth’s most
integrated and activated city centres.
The Masterplan combines public realm and building type
guidelines and design concepts that will deliver a highly
complementary public and private realm, anchored in quality
landscapes, user amenity and well-designed spaces for public
and private gathering and community.
Development proponents are also encouraged to refer to
both the Canning Activity Centre Plan and Draft DesignWA
Apartment Design Guidelines for further inputs and
information relevant to new development in Canning.
The intent of this Masterplan is not to prescribe a ‘style’ or
‘theme’ of building for Canning City Centre, but rather to
identify patterns and rules to shape the built form, as well as
principles that ensure high quality outcomes.
The following have been developed to guide development
generally:
// Design Principles – to be applied to all built form typologies,
for any type of use.
// Built form/Public realm Interfaces - identifies ideal
outcomes for interfaces in different areas of the City Centre.
// Building Typologies – identifies five major building
typologies of future Canning City and investigates their form,
attributes and proposed development bonuses.
These are in addition to the Development Regulations as
defined in the Activity Centre Plan. Appendix 1 and 2 provide an
overview of these regulations.
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6.1 DESIGN PRINCIPLES
All developments should take the Character Principles defined
in Chapter 3 as base and inspiration for their design.

1. A RESPONSIVE STREET EDGE

In particular should the built form developments pay attention
to:

RIVERINE CANNING
// riverine inspired design - for instance taking the river,
wetlands and paperbark trees as inspiration for the
architectural form
// grey water re-use - think of infiltration and irrigation of the
street trees
// Melaleucas - for all tree planting in the development

MULTICULTURAL CANNING
// diverse spaces for people - attention for providing
communal and semi-public spaces that will provide
additional amenities to the development and beyond
// merging interfaces - creating active, attractive and
permeable public realm interfaces
// dwelling diversity - delivering a range of dwelling typologies,
suitable for different households, cultural preferences and
lifestyles

CANNING NARRATIVE
// integrating aboriginal values, colonial legacy and local
stories in the design
Furthermore, the following general design principles have
been developed to be applied to the built from of Canning City
Centre.
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THE STREET EDGE AND
SETBACK TO RESPOND TO
LOCAL USE AND LEVEL OF
ACTIVITY.
The type and nature of the street edge treatment of each
development will depend on the context and type of
activity accommodated on the ground and first floors of the
development.
Residential projects will typically include the use of landscaped
spaces and buffers as well as raised private outdoor spaces to
provide appropriate levels of privacy and separation between
public and private realms.
Retail and hospitality activity provides more opportunity to
create more active, direct street-edge activities and spaces to
deliver highly activated spaces along more city centre streets.
The street edge and setback are to respond to the locale, the
use and the use and the level and type of activity

2 ACTIVE SHARED SPACES

SHARED PRIVATE SPACES
AT STREET INTERFACE AND ON PODIUM
TERRACES.
The strategic positioning and location of shared private as
well as shared public space can help contribute to the life,
activation and passive security of streets and other adjacent
public spaces.
The masterplan proposes that shared and communal spaces
associated with multi-residential development should also
play their part in the successful development of the public
realm of the Canning City Centre. Shared communal spaces
can also provide successful and appropriate transitional
spaces and buffers between the public space of the street and
the private space of the dwelling.
This may include spaces such as communal lounges, terraces
and barbeque courtyards at street level – and adjacent to the
street – as well as elevated terraces and pool decks located
on the edge of streets and public spaces (refer concept
proposals for Station Square and adjacent apartment
developments.)

3 LANDSCAPING STRATEGY

MAXIMISE LANDSCAPE
TREATMENTS TO
SETBACKS, TERRACES,
AND GROUND PLANE.
The Masterplan articulates a vision of a distinctive and
visually rich urban landscape that draws on the beautiful
riverine environment along the Canning River. Developers are
encouraged to consider frontage and private realm treatments
and how they can complement and contribute to the quality
of the public realm and overall precinct character. These could
include:
// Street frontage planting
// Courtyards and terraces
// Landscaped courtyard car parking
// Roof terraces
// Swimming pool decks and enclosures
Landscape treatments of setbacks, terraces and the ground
plane should be maximised.
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4 PERMEABLE FACADES

CONTINUOUS BALCONY/
FACADE TREATMENTS TO
LANDMARK SITES AND
KEY PUBLIC SPACES.
Although not proposed as a mandatory approach, the creation
of façade treatments based on more continuous balcony
elements is generally recognised as a highly successful
approach to better apartment architecture.
On primary, landmark sites, this architectural attribute is
proposed as one approach that will help deliver the kind of
architectural quality required of these key city centre locations.

5 HOUSING DIVERSITY
MULTI-RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT TO
INCORPORATE HOUSING
TYPES TO SUIT A WIDE
RANGE OF CONSUMER
NEEDS INCLUDING FAMILY
HOUSING.
Delivering affordable and appealing housing for families
in higher density residential precincts is one of the major
challenges for city development and urban renewal the
world over. The so-called “Missing Middle” is the housing
sector and type that provides for families in higher density
neighbourhoods.
Opportunities for more family-oriented housing in Canning
include the creation of terrace or townhouse type dwellings
to the street edge perimeter of larger development sites as
well as this form of housing as a stand-alone development
proposition in some areas. These include the lower density
precincts such as the River Precinct as well as perimeter
sections of the Station and Bush Park Precincts.
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6 PASSIVE DESIGN

INCORPORATE PASSIVE
DESIGN ATTRIBUTES IN MULTI-RESIDENTIAL HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS.
Architects and developers are rediscovering the benefits
of ground-up passive design principles in multi-residential
development.
Increasing energy costs as well as the qualitative benefits
of natural light and natural ventilation are driving better
design solutions that often include semi-enclosed, naturally
ventilated access corridors and terraces, central courtyards
and atria – all of which can facilitate the design apartments
with excellent passive design attributes.

7 PARKING STRATEGY

ON GRADE, OFF STREET
VISITOR PARKING
COMBINED WITH DEEP
SOIL PLANTING ZONES.
The Activity Centre Plan’s requirements for minimum deep
soil planting zones, which is supported by the new Apartment
Guideline, point to opportunities to combine these spaces
with other functional requirements for higher density
residential development including visitor parking areas. The
provision of readily accessible off street parking courts that
can also be attractively landscaped with shade tree planting
will deliver highly functional visitor parking solutions as well as
positive contributions to the overall amenity and landscape
character of city precincts.

8 LARGE LOT LANDSCAPES &
PERMEABILITY

INCORPORATE STREET
CONNECTED ON-GRADE
LANDSCAPE SPACES ON
LARGE LOTS (>3000M2).
Larger development sites should also incorporate on-grade
laneways and pathways that provide more physically and
visually permeable precinct outcomes.

6.2 DESIGN WA GUIDELINES
DESIGN WA AND CANNING CITY CENTRE
While the Design WA guidelines are still in draft form, they will
shape the majority of development in Canning City Centre
in the future. We recommend that Design WA guidelines be
incorporated in all development, with a height/storey bonus
being offered for incorporating the guidelines before they are
ratified. This will ensure consistency in the quality of dwellings
throughout Canning City Centre and provident an incentive for
developers to provide excellent built outcomes.

OVERVIEW OF MAIN DESIGN WA POINTS OF
RELEVANCE
Design WA is a State Government initiative to ensure good
design is at the centre of all development in Western Australia.
It aims to create cities, towns and neighbourhoods where
people want to live, work and socialise, now and long into the
future.

9 VIEWS + PUBLIC OPEN SPACE /
LANDSCAPE

Of particular relevance for Canning City Centre, as it proposed
a large amount of high-density residential living, is the Draft
Apartment Design policy. This policy focuses on design
guidance for apartments and mixed-use developments and
will replace Part 6 of the Residential Design Codes.

ENSURE LOT SPECIFIC
RESPONSES TO MAXIMISE
VIEWS TO ADJACENT
LANDSCAPES.
The City Centre includes a large number of parkland and more
natural landscaped areas, all of which will contribute to the
amenity and desirability of new residential precincts.

Design Review
Guide
Guidance for local governments to set up and operate
design review processes
Draft for public comment October 2016

New developments should be configured to maximise views
and vistas to both adjacent parkland as well as constructed
landscapes within new developments. Developers and
their design teams should also consider the opportunities
associated with deep soil planting and the use of foliage to
screen and buffer overlooking from adjacent dwellings.
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LEGEND

6.3 BUILT FORM - PUBLIC
		REALM INTERFACES
The built form – public realm interface is a key space in the
success of both public spaces and streets throughout the
town centre. Conditions will vary from continuous ‘zero’ street
boundary setbacks on major, mixed-use street frontages

CONTINUOUS SETBACK

INDENTED SETBACK

SETBACK WITH SPACES &
DETACHED BUILDINGS

DETATCHED BUILDINGS

PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA
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through to landscaped setbacks combined with detached
residential dwelling types in lower density areas such as the
River Residential Precinct along the Canning River frontage.
The detailed building type guidelines aim to also make
effective use of setback zones and deep soil planting zones (as
mandated in the new draft DesignWA Apartment Guidelines)
through uses and activities such as landscaped visitor
parking zones, shared private activity spaces and courtyards,
landscape gardens providing spatial and visual buffers to
public footpaths as well as private courtyards and shared
recreational areas.
The plan sets out a form of spatial and setback hierarchies in
which:
1. the most intensive, higher density precincts are
characterised by continuous street facades with minimal
setbacks;
2. mid-tier densities that are characterised by a combination
of zero and 3m setbacks
3. mid-tier densities with a variation in setbacks combined with
larger semi-public and communal spaces; and
4. lower density detached apartment types typically include
larger, well landscaped street frontages.
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LEGEND
CONTINUOUS SETBACK

D
CONTINUOUS SETBACK
CONTINUOUS
SETBACK

A continuous setback condition can be found in the following
precincts:
// Cecil Avenue - Main
// Cecil Avenue - Other
// Retail Precinct (Carousel Shopping Centre)

INDENTED SETBACK

The intent of a continuous setback in the City Centre is to
facilitate ease of movement and provide a continuous journey
to the pedestrian user.
The continuous setback condition can exist at a 0m setback to
the street boundary, as in Cecil Avenue, or as a larger setback
up to 3m, along other streets in the city centre.

SETBACK WITH SPACES &
The developments with in these areas have a focus on ground
floor uses with an intensive
interaction with the street with
DETACHED
BUILDINGS
uses such as retail, small offices, public services, or food and
beverage options. The rhythm of tenancies, with frontages
of maximum 10m wide and front doors for each tenant as
defined by the Activity Centre Plan (see also Appendix 2),
create the conditions for an active, pedestrian orientated
street. The objective of the continuous setback is to facilitate
pedestrian movement and perpendicular interaction without
too much interference.

DETATCHED
Where the setbacks are 0m,BUILDINGS
the streets along the continuous
setbacks provide a 1m interface zone for shop display,
alfresco, advertisement furniture and other functions which
complement the inside/outside transition sequence.

PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA
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INDENTED SETBACK

INDENTED SETBACK

A indented setback condition can be found in the following precincts:
// Railway Precinct
// City Residential Precinct (A + B)

SETBACK WITH SPACES &
The indented setbacks are applicable along streets where
DETACHED
BUILDINGS
the indoor-outdoor interaction is less intensive. The intent

is to create semi-private usable spaces – a proven catalyst
for neighbourly contact and social cohesion. The buildings in
these areas include ground floors that are adaptable to retail
and commercial, but might start as residential dwellings.
The variety in setbacks provides a visual diversity that
contributes to an attractive streetscape at 5 km/hour, the
scale of the pedestrian and mitigates for the reduced indooroutdoor interaction.

DETATCHED BUILDINGS

The indented setbacks support the diversity in ground floor
uses. Retail and commercial uses can function well with a
0m setback. However the 0m setback can be challenging
for residential dwellings. The setback up to 3m provides the
opportunity for semi-private outdoor spaces: front yards
and verandas that are privately owned but visually part of the
streetscape. These spaces provide a privacy buffer between
street and dwelling, a display of pride and ownership and an
opportunity for social interaction. Research proves that these
semi-private spaces are an important catalyst for neighbourly
contact and social cohesion. It is essential that these spaces
are not the only private outdoor spaces of the ground floor
dwellings, as those tend to be screened off, to the detriment of
the streetscape (see also Appendix 3).

PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA

INDENTED SETBACK

SETBACK WITH SPACES &
SETBACK WITH SPACES & DETACHED
DETACHED
BUILDINGS
BUILDINGS

The diverse setbacks with larger spaces can be found in the following
precincts:
// Pattie Street Precinct
// City Residential Precinct (B)

DETATCHED BUILDINGS

In this condition, sections of the development can have a
larger setback to create a semi-public or semi-private space.
This could be the outdoor space of a communal facility,
barbeque terrace, a playground, a courtyard with visitor
parking, etc. Deep soil zones can be integrated in these courts,
providing growing conditions for mature trees. The created
spaces enrich the interaction between buildings and street
and visually enhance the streetscape. The arrangement also
provides connectivity through the building and visual or even
physical permeability through a site.

PUBLIC REALM

PLAN
AREA
The scattering of this condition through other precincts,
streets and areas could enrich the street interfaces and
liveliness in those areas.

SETBACK WITH SPACES &
DETACHED BUILDINGS

DETACHED BUILDINGS

DETATCHED BUILDINGS

A detached buildings interface can be found in the following
precincts:
// Riverside Commercial Precinct
// Riverside Residential Precinct (A + B)
// City and Educational Precinct
// City Residential Precinct (B)

PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA

The intent of this interface is to transition from the medium high density form of Canning City Centre to the surrounding
low density residential, parkland or riverine land, creating a
gentler periphery to the city centre.
Where a detached building condition exists, the placement,
integration and amalgamation of deep soil zones and
landscape should be structured to create concentrated
areas of planting and vegetation to support local wildlife and
ecosystems.
The spaces between the buildings and the concentration of
planting contributes to a varied and attractive streetscape. For
the interaction of the facade of the detached buildings with
the streetscape are the same aspects applicable as described
under the other setback conditions.
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6.4 BUILDING TYPOLOGIES
Detailed guidelines for building
height and bulk have previously been
established in the Canning City Centre
Structure Plan. This document set
down maximum heights, setback
requirements, preferred uses and
bonus opportunities. It also focussed
more intensive development along
Cecil Avenue and on specific ‘landmark’
sites within the city centre.
The Masterplan generally endorses the
intent and objectives of the Structure
Plan but also reinforces the particular
development opportunities associated
with higher amenity precincts such as
Riverside and the redevelopment sites
surrounding Coker Park.
The Masterplan proposes that higher
city densities and improved overall
development outcomes can also
therefore be achieved via more
intensive development approaches to
these particularly attractive residential
precincts, and facilitated via expanded
bonus options.

TYPOLOGY 1

TYPOLOGY 2

HIGH DENSITY MIXED-USE

BIG BOX + MEDIUM
RESIDENTIAL

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS

// Height – typically a minimum of 6
storeys

// The Big Box + Medium Residential
typology is characterised by:

// Continuous activated streetfront
condition at street level (i.e. not
parking) and uses in line with those
recommended in the Activity Centre
Plan,

// Bulky goods or ‘Big Box’ stores
// Large landscaped setbacks to Albany
Highway planted with substantial
trees.

// Podium level activation + landscape
treatment

// Large landscaped and pedestrian
friendly setbacks to river connector
streets

// Upper storey setbacks (above 4
storey) and podium setbacks to
maintain streetscape amenity.

// Shaded on grade parking
incorporated into building design
// Upper level residential which
capitalises on river views

1

2
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TYPOLOGY 3

TYPOLOGY 4

TYPOLOGY 5

ATTACHED RESIDENTIAL

DETACHED RESIDENTIAL

LANDMARK MIXED-USE

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS

// A continuous street facade up to the
podium level

// Side lot setbacks

// Continuous balcony conditions

// More generous deep soil planting
zones

// Excellence in façade design and high
quality materials

// Facade articulation

// Facade articulation

The intent of this typology is to transition
from the medium - high density form of
Canning City Centre to the surrounding
low density residential, parkland or
riverine land, creating a gentle edge to
the city.

// An activated podium level

// Variation and setbacks to upper
building mass
// Deep soil zones to the front and side

The intent of this typology is to provide
landmark buildings on sites that have
been identified as significant in the CCC
Activity Plan, refer to Figure 4. These
buildings will act as anchors along the
primary roads of Canning City Centre,
as well as assisting non-residents of the
area with way-finding.

4

3

5
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1

TYPOLOGY 1

HIGH DENSITY MIXED-USE
LOCATION

3m setback

This typology will be found in the following precincts:

Solar Energy Bonus +1 storey

//
//
//
//
//

Pattie Street Precinct
Railway Precinct
City Residential Precinct (A)
Cecil Ave - Main
Cecil Ave - Other

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS
// Height – typically a minimum of 6 storeys
// Continuous activated streetfront condition at street level
(i.e. not parking) and uses in line with those recommended in
the Activity Centre Plan,
// Podium level activation + landscape treatment
// Upper storey setbacks (above 4 storey) and podium
setbacks to maintain streetscape amenity.
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to park

SUGGESTED BONUSES
// Bonus for providing additional setbacks and landscape
treatment or deep soil planting zone on top of the Activity
Centre Plan requirements of 10%, to public amenity such as
playgrounds and public gardens.
// Bonus for providing additional publicly accessible pedestrian
pathways through the site, enhancing the permeability of the
city centre.
// Bonus for incorporating a ground level use which provides
a community dividend and diversity to typical ground level
retail.
// Bonus for co-ordinating and integrating the required deep
soil planting zones with an adjacent site or development to
create good landscape outcomes and areas of substantial
vegetation.
// Bonus for activated podium levels in combination with a
continuous balcony condition.
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2

TYPOLOGY 2

BIG BOX + MEDIUM RESIDENTIAL
LOCATION
This typology will be found in the following precincts:
// Riverside Commercial
// Riverside Residential

15m setback

12m set back

+ landscape zone

Sustainability Bonus +2 storey

15 m setback
(+1 bonus storey)

No bonus

12 m setback
(no bonus storey)

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS
// Bulky goods or ‘Big Box’ stores
// Large landscaped setbacks to Albany Highway planted with
substantial trees.
// Large landscaped and pedestrian friendly setbacks to river
connector streets
// Shaded on grade parking incorporated into building design
// Upper level residential which capitalises on river views
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BIG BOX + MEDIUM RESIDENTIAL

SUGGESTED BONUSES
// Bonus for providing additional landscape setback area to
River connector streets (refer to section).
// Bonus for providing public/semi-public roof amenities which
capitalise on river views.
// Bonus for providing excellence in building and facade design
facing Albany Highway, with the intent of capitalising on the
high daily traffic volume to promote Canning City Centre as a
hub for innovative and sustainable design.
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3

TYPOLOGY 3

ATTACHED BUILDINGS
LOCATION
This typology will be found in the following precincts:
// Pattie Street Precinct
// Railway Precinct
// City Residential Precinct (A)
// Cecil Ave - Main
// Cecil Ave - Other
// Riverside Residential

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS
// A continuous street facade up to the podium level
// Variation and setbacks to upper building mass
// Deep soil zones to the front and side
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Sustainability Bonus + 1 storey

ATTACHED BUILDING

SUGGESTED BONUSES
// Bonus for activation at the street level where the ground
floor condition of an attached building is residential
use. This could be in the form of shared amenities, a
semi-public playground, a permeable lobby space with
external landscaped courtyard treatment, or a well design
‘communal front verandah’ treatment.
// Bonus for providing additional publicly accessible pedestrian
pathways through the site, enhancing the permeability of the
city centre.
// Bonus for providing a podium level treatment, which
enhances the streetscape in terms of providing activity,
surveillance, or visually with a planting/landscape treatment
visible to the street.
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4

TYPOLOGY 4

DETACHED BUILDINGS
LOCATION
This typology will be found in the following precincts:
// City Residential Precinct (B)
// Riverside Residential

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS
// Side lot setbacks
// More generous deep soil planting zones
// Facade articulation
The intent of this typology is to transition from the medium high density form of Canning City Centre to the surrounding
low density residential, parkland or riverine land, creating a
gentle edge to the city.
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SUGGESTED BONUSES
// Bonus for providing additional publicly accessible pedestrian
pathways through the site, enhancing the permeability of the
city centre.
// Bonus for developing a landscape strategy and co-ordinating
deep soil planting zones with adjacent development. The
intent here is to create large shaded areas and establish
significant areas of vegetation within the built environment.
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5

TYPOLOGY 5

LANDMARK MIXED-USE
LOCATION
This typology will be found in the following precincts:
// City Residential Precinct (B)
// Riverside Residential

TYPOLOGY CHARACTERISTICS
// Continuous balcony conditions
// Excellence in façade design and high quality materials
// Facade articulation
// An activated podium level
The intent of this typology is to provide landmark buildings on
sites that have been identified as significant in the CCC Activity
Plan, refer to Figure 4. These buildings will act as anchors along
the primary roads of Canning City Centre, as well as assisting
non-residents of the area with way-finding.
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LANDMARK MIXED-USE

SUGGESTED BONUSES
// Bonus for providing pedestrian permeability through a site,
this could be internally or at the lot edge (refer to section).
The intent is to encourage pedestrian scale lanes, arcade
and connections - particuarly along Cecil Avenue.
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Birds-eye view of the 3D model with Station Square in the foreground
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7. IMPLEMENTATION
The Canning City Centre presents prospective developers
with exceptional opportunities to work with the City to create
a lively and highly activated urban centre of integrated and
complementary mixed use and residential precincts. The
City of Canning has committed $97 million to infrastructure
and urban design upgrades and investment: in itself an
exciting, enabling initiative by local government to support
private sector investment in commercial, retail and residential
development.
The Masterplan sets out detailed design intentions for public
spaces and streets including water sensitive urban design
initiatives, public transport related infrastructure as well as
guidelines for mixed-use development by private developers.
The plan, and the quantum of government investment, reflects
the City’s recognition that the success of major urban renewal
projects relies on complementary levels of investment by the
public and private sectors alike.
Three factors specific to the Canning City Centre also form the
basis of the unique opportunity presented by the Masterplan:
1. Canning’s proximity to the Perth CBD and its ready access
by both car and train,
2. Unusually large areas of development-ready land, and
3. The City Centre’s proximity to the beautiful Canning River
foreshore.
The City will work with developers to deliver timely and
complementary infrastructure and public realm investment.
The ultimate aim of the implementation strategy will be to
maximise amenity and infrastructure investment – and benefit
– for the future residents, workforce and visitors to Canning
City Centre, and to deliver one of Perth’s most attractive and
desirable mixed use activity centres.
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PHASE 1: YEARS 1 - 4

14

12
REGENERATION PROGRAM
13

10

2

Patty Street

3

Station Square

4

Lake Street (Cecil Ave - Gose Ave)

5

Southern Link #2

6

Urban Stream at Lake Street
PHASE 2: YEARS 5 - 7

4

15

Cecil Avenue Upgrade #1

2

3

6

7

1

The City of Canning9 has committed to an ambitions
11
Regeneration Program for the next 10 years. This Program
addresses
important elements in the transformation of the
1
area into a vibrant city centre.

7

Cecil Avenue Upgrade #2

8

Southern Link #3

9

Cecil Square

10

Basin Park at Wharf Street

11

Carousel Rd (Cecil Ave - Grose Ave)
PHASE 3: YEARS 8 - 10

8

12

Cecil Avenue Upgrade #3

13

Carousel Rd (Wharf St - Cecil Ave)

14

Lake Street (Wharf St - Cecil Ave)

15

Urban Stream Lake St to Carousel Rd
PLAN AREA

5
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13

6

7
10

3

12

2

4

15

9
11
1

8

5
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

The Masterplan recognises that in addition to the Regeneration
Program attention needs to be given to the improvement of
the City’s parks - Coker Park, Bush Park, River Park and the
northern Basin Park - and to the streetscapes via far-reaching
upgrades and re-profiling. Community events, such as tree
planting days, can play an important role in the improvement
and will help creating community pride and ownership.
Significant infrastructure upgrades such as ground works, civil
works and structural works together with strategic city-wide
maintenance will also be an important component of the
regeneration.

ACTIVITY CENTRE PLAN
Based on the Urban Design and Public Realm Masterplan,
the following adjustments to the Activity Centre Plan are
recommended.
// Clarify what is regarded as the front, side and rear elevation
of larger development lots, to prevent misinterpretation of
the setback requirements. The Masterplan advises to define
all edges to a street or living stream as ‘front’, which means
that most larger development lots are required to create
fronts to all sides.
// Active street frontage with residential dwellings on ground
floor requires a soft interface. Privately owned outdoor
spaces at the building frontage is important for an active and
attractive streetscape, but can only fulfil that role if they are
visually open to the street. Creating the only private outdoor
spaces of a ground floor dwellings at the front, compromises
either the privacy of the outdoor space or the connection
with the street. An additional outdoor space with full privacy
should be provided elsewhere in the development. The
Masterplan advises to change the fencing regulations in the
Activity Centre Plan accordingly.
LEGEND

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

PRIVATE OWNERSHIP
PLAN AREA

// Strongly improve the pedestrian and visual connection
between Cecil Avenue and Richmond Street over Albany
Highway. In addition, the master plan suggests the creation
of a focal point at the south-western end of the city centre
, connecting Cecil Avenue / Richmond Street with the
Canning River.
// All pedestrian connections across Albany Highway need
to be reviewed and improved. Barriers and impediments
to pedestrian crossings need to be removed to increase
pedestrian connectivity between the city centre and the
Canning River.
// Extend Station Square along Sevenoaks Street including part
of the Department of Commerce site.
Indicative distribution or playgrounds required for the urban
population of the city centre, for three age groups - 0-6 years (blue,
6-12 years (green) and 12-18 years (red)

// Allow 3 storeys in City residential (B), instead of the required
4 storey minimum, as long as the same yield is achieved, e.g.
to allow for dense townhouse developments.
// Widen setbacks in Riverside Residential precinct from 1m to
3m, to allow for front yards and verandahs as soft interface.

LEGEND
PUBLIC OWNERSHIP
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP
PLAN AREA
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DESIGN QUALITY

BONUS CRITERIA

DESIGN ASSESSMENT AND SUPERVISION

Incentive-based development standards form part of the
Draft DesignWA Apartment Guidelines’ recommendations,
as they allow flexibility within the primary controls in exchange
for excellent design outcomes and significant community
benefits. The Canning City Centre Activity Centre Plan
incorporates this in its ‘sustainability bonuses’.

‘Paper is patient’. The Masterplan needs to be realised through
the designs and construction of built form and public realm
projects. It is important that consideration is given as to how
the process is organised and the spatial quality is managed.
The DesignWA suite provides the Design Review Guide with
valuable information and suggestions how to organise this
process.

The Masterplan fully supports the use of bonuses and advised
the following.
// To complement the ‘sustainability bonuses’ identified in
the Activity Centre Plan with the bonuses suggested for
each building typology The proposed bonuses will stimulate
the walkability and attractiveness of the city centre for
pedestrians. This is in line with the sustainability target, as it
reduced the energy-consuming car-driven lifestyle.
// To quantify the bonus criteria; which additions qualities
need to be provided to achieve how much of the additional
development opportunities. This will clarify expectations
and relieve the development assessment from personal
preferences or sternness to decide if bonuses are rewarded.
Qualifications that are easily multi-interpretable, such as
‘design excellence’, should be used very carefully.

OTHER POLICIES
Public Realm Style Guide:
// Apply the ‘Central Core’ style to Coker Park and the activity
areas in the River Park.
// Apply the ‘Local’ style to the arbors and active usage areas in
the Bush Park.

Permit Regulations:
// Check the permit regulations for food vans, street vendors,
street artists and buskers. A permit-free zone in the city
centre for these uses could be a valuable contribution to the
liveliness and expression of the multicultural diversity.
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The Masterplan advises that the Design Review Panel be
provided with clear objective criteria for assessing designs,
to create a certain level of objectivity and move away from
personal style preferences or interpretations of for example
‘design excellence’.
This Masterplan makes an important start in outlining these
criteria. Principles such as the ‘riverine inspired design’ and the
‘merging interface’, noted in Chapter 3 on Character & Identity,
should be used as an inspiration and a check for all designs
that will be assessed. These principles will, however, need to be
further defined and developed into a compact and inspiring
‘Canning Character manual’. The Creative Template can
provide valuable input to this manual.
The Design Review Panel is valuable, but not the only
important party in the design assessment process. DA
officers with a focus on design quality, are crucial to achieve
the right outcomes while guiding developments through the
assessment process. Training of the DA officers might support
them in their role. An Urban Design Supervisor or City Architect
can play a similar role and are used successfully in other large
scale redevelopment projects.

CHANGING USER HABITS

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE CANNING
NARRATIVE
Of the three themes defining Canning’s Competitive
Character, the Riverine Canning and Multicultural Canning
are well developed in the Masterplan. The Canning Narrative
however would benefit more research, which reaches beyond
the scope of this Masterplan.
The Masterplan advises to develop research and map the
unique local stories that can inspire the designs of the built
form, public realm and public art. Developing a ‘Creative
Template’ for the Canning City Centre would be useful.
The ‘Creative Template’ is a method developed by Prof. Paul
Carter of RMIT University to research stories, emotions,
meanings and cultural values of an area and translate that
into principles and inspirations for spatial design. The method
is used in Perth for Yagan Square and the Scarborough
Beach Redevelopment. The Creative Template is a cohesive
document that will define an overall cultural narrative that is
distinctive for Canning City Centre. The Creative Template will
also map local stories and place-specific narratives within the
city centre, that can be used to inform the design of specific
buildings, developments and the public realm sites. Special
attention needs to go to the aboriginal, colonial and new
immigrant narratives.

Developing Canning City Centre also means changing
habits of users, in particular drivers. The transition from a
car-dominated area to a pedestrian focused city centre will
create tensions. New expectations regarding driver behaviour
will not immediately be understood by everybody. The
implementation of changes in the streetscape will need careful
consideration and guidance of the users. The City will also
need to develop a communication plan around the new traffic
regimes (e.g. 30km/hour).
A program of place activation can assist in this transition. By
adding pedestrians to the public realm, drivers will notice that
things are changing. Activity raises drivers’ attention levels and
their curiosity, which automatically leads to reduced speeds.
Allowing street vendors and private initiatives for street
activation and events should be incorporated in the activation
program.
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Artist Impression of Cecil Square
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APPENDIX 1
DEVELOPMENT DIAGRAMS PER PRECINCT

LEGEND
CECIL MAIN
CECIL OTHER
CITY RESIDENTIAL (A)
CITY RESIDENTIAL (B)

This attachment shows the development regulations for the
various precinct in the Canning City Centre, as they are defined
by the Activity Centre Plan.
The development regulations for the school sites and
leisureplex (‘city & educational’) and for City East (‘city &
recreational’) are not worked out in diagrams, as for the 3D
model, these areas were assumed not to change.

RAILWAY PRECINCT
PATTIE STREET
CITY & EDUCATIONAL
RETAIL
CITY & RECREATIONAL
UTILITIES
RIVERSIDE COMMERCIAL
RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (A)
RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (B)
PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA
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5m Max.
5m Max.
frontfront
setback
setback
above
above
13m 13m
3m Min.
3m front
Min. front
setback
setback
above
above
13m 13m
18 Storeys
18 Storeys
BonusBonus

5m Max.
5m Max.
frontfront
setback
setback
above
above
13m 13m

14 Storeys
14 Storeys
Maximum
Maximum

3m Min.
3m front
Min. front
setback
setback
above
above
13m 13m

11 Storeys
11 Storeys
BonusBonus

9 Storeys
9 Storeys
Maximum
Maximum

3m Min.
3m side
Min. setback
side setback
above
above
13m 13m
5m Max.
5m Max.
side setback
side setback
above
above
13m 13m

6 Storeys
6 Storeys
Minimum
Minimum

3m Min.
3m side
Min. setback
side setback
above
above
13m 13m
5m Max.
5m Max.
side setback
side setback
above
above
13m 13m

6 Storeys
6 Storeys
Minimum
Minimum

2.5m2.5m
Min. awning
Min. awning
0m Side
0m Side
setback
setback
below
below
13m 13m

Private
Private
Lot Lot

FrontFront
Street
Street

2.5m2.5m
Min. awning
Min. awning
0m Side
0m Side
setback
setback
below
below
13m 13m

Private
Private
Lot Lot

FrontFront
Street
Street

1m Display
1m Display
zonezone

1m Display
1m Display
zonezone

0m Front
0m Front
setback
setback

0m Front
0m Front
setback
setback

Cecil
Main
Precinct
Cecil
Cecil
Main
Main
Precinct
Precinct

Notes
Notes
• Back
• Back
setback
setback
as per
asR-codes
per R-codes
• Location
• Location
of awnings
of awnings
as per
asR-codes
per R-codes

Cecil
Cecil
Other
Other
Precinct
Precinct
Cecil
Other
Precinct

3m Ma
3

Notes
Notes
• Back
• Back
setback
setback
as per
asR-codes
per R-codes
• Location
• Location
of awnings
of awnings
as per
asR-codes
per R-codes

PatP

5m Max.
above above
13m 13m
5mfront
Max.setback
front setback

ve 13m

3m Min.
front
above above
13m 13m
3m
Min.setback
front setback

e 13m

Bonus Bonus

3m Min.
front
above above
13m 13m
3m
Min.setback
front setback

9 Storeys
9 Storeys

9 Storeys
9 Storeys

Maximum
Maximum

Bonus Bonus

6 Storeys
6 Storeys

5m Max.
5mside
Max.
setback
side setback
above above
13m 13m

5m Max.
5mside
Max.
setback
side setback
above above
13m 13m
6 Storeys
6 Storeys
Maximum
Maximum

Minimum
Minimum

2.5m Min.
2.5m
awning
Min. awning

m

des
erdes
R-codes

3m Min.
3m
side
Min.
setback
side setback
above above
13m 13m

3m Min.
3m
side
Min.
setback
side setback
above above
13m 13m

e 13m

e 13m

5m Max.
above above
13m 13m
5mfront
Max.setback
front setback

12 Storeys
12 Storeys

2.5m Min.
2.5m
awning
Min. awning
4 Storeys
4 Storeys
Minimum
Minimum

PrivatePrivate
Lot Lot
3m Max.
3mfront
Max.setback
front setback

Front Street
Front Street
1m Display
1m Display
zone zone
0m Min.
0m
front
Min.setback
front setback

NotesNotes
City
Residential
Precinct
(A)
CityCity
Residential
Residential
Precinct
Precinct
(A) (A)• Back •setback
Back setback
as per as
R-codes
per R-codes
• Location
• Location
of awnings
of awnings
as per as
R-codes
per R-codes
• Side setback
• Side setback
below below
13m as13m
per as
R-codes
per R-codes

PrivatePrivate
Lot Lot
3m Max.
3mfront
Max.setback
front setback

Front Street
Front Street
1m Display
1m Display
zone zone
0m Min.
0m
front
Min.setback
front setback

NotesNotes
Residential
Precinct
CityCity
City
Residential
Residential
Precinct
Precinct
(B)(B)
(B)• Back •setback
Back setback
as per as
R-codes
per R-codes
• Location
• Location
of awnings
of awnings
as per as
R-codes
per R-codes
• Side setback
• Side setback
below below
13m as13m
per as
R-codes
per R-codes
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LEGEND
CECIL MAIN
CECIL OTHER

5m Max. front setback above 13m

CITY RESIDENTIAL (A)
CITY RESIDENTIAL (B)
RAILWAY PRECINCT

3m Min. front setback above 13m

PATTIE STREET
CITY & EDUCATIONAL
RETAIL

11 Storeys
CITY & RECREATIONAL
5m Max. front setback above 13m

Bonus

UTILITIES
RIVERSIDE COMMERCIAL
RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (A)

RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (B)
9 Storeys
PUBLIC REALM
Maximum
PLAN AREA

3m Min. side setback above 13m
5m Max. side setback above 13m
6 Storeys
Minimum

2.5m Min. awning
0m Side setback below 13m

Private Lot
3m Max. front setback

Front Street
1m Display zone

3m

0m Min. front setback

RailwayPrecinct
Precinct
Railway

Notes
• Back setback as per R-codes
• Location of awnings as per R-codes

C

m

m
5m Max. front setback above 13m

5m Max. front setback above 13m

3m Min. front setback above 13m
5m Max. front setback above 13m
3m Min. front setback above 13m

9 Storeys
Bonus

3m Min. side setback above 13m

3m Min. side setback above 13m
5m Max. side setback above 13m

7 Storeys
Bonus

6 Storeys

5m Max. side setback above 13m

Maximum

4 Storeys

7 St

Bo

6 Storeys
Maximum

3m Max. side setback below 13m
2.5m Min. awning
0m Min. side setback below 13m

2.5m Min. awning
0m Side setback below 13m

5 St

Max

Minimum

3 Storeys

3 St

Minimum

Private Lot
3m Max. front setback

Front Street

Private Lot

1m Display zone

odes
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Notes
• Back setback as per R-codes
• Location of awnings as per R-codes

Front Street
1m Display zone

0m Min. front setback

PattyStreet
StreetPrecinct
Patty

Min

15m Max. fro

0m Front setback

RetailPrecinct
Retail

Notes
• Back setback as per R-codes
• Location of awnings as per R-codes

Riversid

LEGEND
CECIL MAIN
CECIL OTHER
CITY RESIDENTIAL (A)
CITY RESIDENTIAL (B)
RAILWAY PRECINCT

5m Max. front setback above 13m

PATTIE STREET
CITY & EDUCATIONAL

3m Min. front setback above 13m

RETAIL
CITY & RECREATIONAL
UTILITIES
RIVERSIDE COMMERCIAL
RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (A)

9 Storeys

RIVERSIDE RESIDENTIAL (B)

Bonus

3m Min. side setback above 13m
5m Max. side setback above 13m

PUBLIC REALM
PLAN AREA

7 Storeys
Bonus

6 Storeys
Maximum

2.5m Min. awning
0m Side setback below 13m

5 Storeys

3 Storeys

3 Storeys

Minimum

Minimum

Private Lot

Private Lot

Front Street
1m Display zone

Front Street

15m Max. front setback

0m Front setback

12m Min. front setback

Notes
• Back setback as per R-codes
• Location of awnings as per R-codes

Retail

2.5m Min. awning
0m Side setback below 13m

Maximum

Notes
• Back setback as per R-codes
• Location of awnings as per R-codes
• Side setbacks above 18m as per R-codes

Riverside
Precinct
RiversideCommercial
Commercial

3m

3m

5m Max. front setback above 13m
3m Min. front setback above 13m
5m Max. front setback above 13m

m

3m

-codes

3m Min. front setback above 13m

8 Storeys
Bonus

3m Min. side setback above 13m

7 Storeys
Bonus

3m Min. side setback above 13m

5m Max. side setback above 13m

5m Max. side setback above 13m
6 Storeys

5 Storeys
Maximum

Bonus

5 Storeys

2.5m Min. awning
0m Side setback below 13m

Maximum

3 Storeys
3 Storeys
Minimum

3 Storeys

Minimum

Maximum

2 Storeys
Minimum

Private Lot

Private Lot

1m Front setback
15m Max. front setback

Front Street
1m Display zone

Private Lot
Front Street
1m Front setback

Front Street
1m Display zone

12m Min. front setback
Notes Notes

Riverside
Residential
(B) (A)
Riverside
Commercial
• Back setback
as per R-codes
• Back setback
as per R-codes
Riverside
Residential
Precinct

• Location
of awnings
as per R-codes
• Location
of awnings
as per R-codes
• Side setback
below
as per R-codes
• Side setbacks
above 18m
as 13m
per R-codes

Riverside
Residential
(A) (B)
Riverside
Residential
Precinct

Notes
• Back setback as per R-codes
• Location of awnings as per R-codes
• Side setback below 13m as per R-codes
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APPENDIX 2
BUILT FORM DESIGN GUIDELINES FROM THE ACTIVITY
CENTRE PLAN
This appendix contains the most significant design guidelines
as they are defined in the Activity Centre Plan and in the
Appendix 1 to the Activity Centre Plan “Supportive Guidance
for Development.”

BUILDING FORMS

Podium Buildings - along Cecil
Avenue

Buildings with podium or
straight facade - in City
Residential, Railway Precinct
and Pattie Street

Buildings with setback options
- in City & Recreation, City
& Education and Riverside
Commercial

Buildings with setback top
options - in Retail and Riverside
Residential

Minimum 10% deep soil area
per lot

Ground floor is minimum 4m
high

Residential ground floor can be
up to 1m higher than footpath;
activated ground floor has no
level difference

BUILDING ASPECTS

Corners are accentuated and
carefully designed

TENANCY & RHYTHM

Tenancies are between 5 and 10 metre wide
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Every tenancy has a street entrance

Upper floor facade treatments relate to
ground floor tenancy, with a distinctive
difference between tenancies

AWNINGS
2.5m

3.2-4m

Continuous awning from boundary to
boundary above non-residential uses

No columns outside property boundary

Dry-walk with columns inside property
boundary allowed

Main entrance to upper floor uses and
bulky goods shop faces the street and is
distinctive & identifiable

No blank walls (wider than 2 metres) to the
public realm or car parks

Balconies are made of permeable material

Active rooms orientated to the street, with
front doors, large windows and balconies
for street interaction & passive surveillance

FACADE TREATMENT

Min. 80% of non-residential ground
floor facade is fenestrated (not tinted or
barriered)

1.2m

Fences to the public realm above 1.2m
height is at least 50% visually permeable

VEHICLE ENTRANCE

From minor street or walk

Maximum width 6 metre

Continuous awning and sidewalk pavement
(no driveway paving)
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APPENDIX 3
BEST PRACTICE BUILT FORM - PUBLIC REALM INTERFACES
During the last decades, the interface between dwelling and
street in denser urban areas has extensively being researched
in the Netherlands. The research provides an understanding of
the aspects that play a role in the interaction between dwelling
and street. One of the publications provides 5 principles how
dwellings and streets interact in urban areas.

The publication concludes that the hard interfaces
(principle 1 and 2) are not providing lively street frontage,
interaction and passive surveillance. If a development aims
for active streets, the principles 3, 4 and 5 should be used.
Source: “De Stoep, ontmoeting tussen huis en straat”; Van Ulden, E.,
Heussen, D. & Van der Ham, S., nai010 Publishers, Rotterdam, 2015.

public domain

Relation between
- street,
- dwelling,
- private outdoor
space, and
- interface zone.

private

transition zone

‘sidewalk’

public realm

road

transition zone

private

‘sidewalk’

HARD INTERFACES

SOFT INTERFACES

No transition between public realm and private indoor space (1) or
the only private outdoor space of the dwelling (2), resulting in poor
interaction with the street.

With transition zone - semi-private or semi-public - creating the
buffer between public and private that provides the right conditions
for interaction between dwelling and street.

Principle 1:
closed curtains

Principle 3:
dwelling as show-box

Principle 2:
large front yard

Principle 4:
transition zone on ‘sidewalk’

Principle 5:
transition zone in private
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EXAMPLES IN PERTH METROPOLITAN AREA OF PRINCIPLE 2
‘Front yard’ as the only private outdoor space of the dwelling, creating hard edges to the
street and in-active street frontage with lack of interaction and passive surveillance.
FITZGERALD ST.
NORTHBRIDGE

Ground floor dwellings have their only
private outdoor
space along the
street, in a raised
setting, resulting in
long blank walls.

LINKAGE AVE.
COCKBURN CENTRAL

Ground floor dwellings with their only
private outdoor
space along the
street, resulting in
screening to create
privacy and limited
usage of the outdoor
space.

STOCKTON BEND
COCKBURN CENTRAL

Ground floor dwellings sleeve parking
and have their only
private outdoor
space along the
street. The raised
setting creates
some privacy, and
high walls along the
sidewalk.
THE CIRCUS
BURSWOOD

Terrace dwellings
have their only private outdoor space
at the front, resulting
in high hedges to
create privacy. The
outcome is softer,
but still lacks interaction and passive
surveillance.
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APPENDIX 4
BENCHMARKING URBAN SQUARES
PLACE DE LA REPUBLIQUE - PARIS

This attachment displays some of the squares that were
benchmarked to determine the desirable size of and uses on
Cecil Square.

18,000 M2

FEDERATION SQUARE - MELBOURNE

FOREST PLACE, PERTH

5,200 M2
12,000 M2
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EDE MARKET SQUARE, NETHERLANDS

MERCATORPLEIN, NETHERLANDS

6,400 M2

NEUDE UTRECHT - NETHERLANDS

4,500 M2

5,000 M2

GERTRUDENKIRCHHOF - GERMANY

3,000 M2
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NORTHBRIDGE PIAZZA - NORTHBRIDGE

2,000 M2

ROUSE HILL - NEW SOUTH WALES

WELLINGTON GARDEN - PERTH

1,400 M2

CLAREMONT QUARTER - CLAREMONT

590 M2
900 M2
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APPENDIX 5A - BENCHMARKING CECIL AVENUE
30M WIDE STREETS WITH LIGHT RAIL
This attachment includes the three most relevant streets that
were benchmarked for the Cecil Avenue Concept Design.

SWANSON STREET, MELBOURNE (VIC)
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ROZENGRACHT, AMSTERDAM (NL)

128

MAIN STREET CURTIN UNIVERSITY,
BENTLEY (WA)

PED
ZONE
2.1m

ALFRESCO
SEATING &
PARKING
2.4m

SHARED USE
ZONE
3.2m

THE GREEN/ PEDESTRIAN ZONE
15m

SHARED USE ALFRESCO
ZONE
SEATING &
3.2m
PARKING
2.4m

PED
ZONE
2.1m

SHARED USE ALFRESCO
ZONE
SEATING &
3.2m
PARKING
2.4m

PED
ZONE
2.1m

ROAD RESERVE 30.4m

PED
ZONE
2.1m

ALFRESCO
SHARED USE
SEATING &
ZONE
PARKING
3.2m
2.4m

THE GREEN/ PEDESTRIAN ZONE
15m

ROAD RESERVE 30.4m
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APPENDIX 5B - BENCHMARKING CECIL AVENUE
STREETS WITH HIGH TRAFFIC VOLUMES
This attachment includes streets within the Perth metropolitan
area, that were benchmarked for the Cecil Avenue Concept
Design in regards to the expected traffic volume on Cecil
Avenue of 18,000 veh./day.

ST GEORGES TERRACE - PERTH

VINCENT STREET - MOUNT LAWLEY

Width: 30m

Width: 16.5m + Park

Traffic: 13.000 veh./day

Traffic: 12.700 veh./day
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NEWCASTLE STREET - NORTHBRIDGE

BARRACK STREET - PERTH

Width: 20m

Width: 20m

Traffic: 13.500 veh./day

Traffic: <14.000 veh./day

131

STIRLING STREET - PERTH
Width: 30m
Traffic: 8.000 veh./day
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APPENDIX 6
ALTERNATIVE DESIGN FOR CECIL AVENUE

During the development of the Masterplan, an alternative
design was produced for Cecil Avenue (see Appendix 5). This
design has a dual bus / light rail lane in the middle, flanked by
trees, then the single car lanes followed by a tree line with
parking, alfresco, garden beds, seating, etc. and finally the
sidewalks.

The design was not modelled on the traffic flow, but estimated
to be insufficient to allow for the amount of traffic Cecil
Avenue needs to facilitate.

The alternative design creates a permanent public transport
zone and is more flexible towards the future light rail. As a
consequence, the sidewalks are about a metre less wide,
around 6 metres instead of 7. The space between the trees
on the sidewalk would in the alternative design be used for not
only for street furniture, alfresco and street vendors, but also
incorporate parking for cars, food vans and the like.

BUS

LEGEND
BENCH &

TROUGH
& BIN

BUS

RACKS, BENCH

BUS

BICYCLE

O AREA

BUS

ALFRESC

BUS

L PARKING

BUS

PARALLE

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS
BUS

BUS

BUS
BUS

BUS

BUS
BUS

BUS
EVO SHELTER

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

BUS

133

CECIL AVENUE ALTERNATIVE PLAN - LO1
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BENCH & TROUGH
BICYCLE RACKS, BENCH & BIN
ALFRESCO AREA
PARALLEL PARKING

CECIL AVENUE ALTERNATIVE PLAN - LO2
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CECIL AVENUE ALTERNATIVE PLAN - LO5
1:500 @A3
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APPENDIX 7
DESIGN SKETCHES FOR THE SQUARES AND PARKS
The following pages include the design sketches for the
squares and parks that were used to build up the #D model
and inform the public realm typologies.
The drawings are showing in sketches for:
// Cecil Square
// Station Square
// Basin Park (north of the rail)
// One of the activity hubs in Riverside Park
// Coker Park
// Bush Park
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