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“We share the responsibility to identify 
and protect our heritage so that  
future generations can understand what 
came before them...”

Canning War Memorial in front of original Town Hall - date prior to 1956.
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1. Introduction

The City of Canning (the City) is located in Perth’s 
south-eastern suburbs, about 10 kilometres from the 
Perth CBD. The City has a rich heritage, which is of 
importance at both local and state levels. 

Traditionally the country of the Aboriginal Beeliar 
and Beeloo Noongar (also spelt Nyoongar, Nyungar, 
Nyungah or Noonga) people, the land which the 
City occupies retains many places of importance to 
Aboriginal people, some relating to mythology and 
others as places, which provided reliable sources of 
food and resources. 

As one of the earliest settled areas in the Swan 
Colony, Canning is closely associated with the convict 
period of Western Australian history, the development 
of Western Australia’s timber industry and the river 
transport system of the 19th century. Over time, 
the once rural and agricultural based landscape 
has evolved into a metropolis with a residential, 
commercial and industrial blend on either side of the 
Canning River Regional Park. Today there are only a 
few buildings dating from the late nineteenth to early 
twentieth century speckled throughout landscape.

The City’s heritage is an important asset as it 
contributes to the richness of the environment; it 
provides a link to the past allowing us to understand 
the history of where we have come from; and 
engenders a sense of place, identity and belonging. 
To ensure this asset is not lost it is essential that the 
City has a clear and robust heritage management 
framework, which provides clarity on its commitment 
and approach to the conservation of its heritage. 

This Heritage Strategy has been prepared to provide 
the framework for the heritage management in the 
City. It has been developed using the four-step 
methodology outlined in the Burra Charter:

• Identify – A desktop survey of the City’s existing 
heritage management framework was undertaken 
and strengths and weaknesses were identified.

• Understand – Interviews with key stakeholders 
enabled a clear understanding of the needs and 
aspirations of the City, with regards to the future 
of its heritage management. An overarching 
vision and project objectives were developed to 
underpin the Strategy.

• Develop – Key strategies that are intrinsically 
linked to the vision and objectives were 
developed. The strategies seek to build on 
existing strengths, fill in any gaps, address key 
issues and reflect the City’s aspirations.

• Manage – The Strategy is implementation-
oriented and aims to facilitate action. 
Mechanisms to enable the City to monitor 
and review its effectiveness have also been 
developed.

Identify

Understand

Develop

Manage
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What is heritage?
Heritage is what we inherit from previous generations 
and recognise as something that we want to pass 
on to future generations. Heritage can encompass 
tangible and intangible elements as outlined below:

• Tangible cultural heritage includes artefacts, 
buildings, records and cultural landscapes

• Intangible cultural heritage includes oral history, 
language, traditions, skills and stories

This Strategic Plan provides a framework for the 
identification, promotion and protection of the City’s 
tangible and intangible historical heritage. It is in line 
with the objectives of the State Planning Policy 3.5 
Historic Heritage Conservation, which sets out the 
principles of sound and responsible planning for the 
conservation and protection of historical heritage in 
Western Australia. 

What are the benefits  
of heritage?
As identified below, heritage is an important asset 
for the local community and for these reasons it is 
important that heritage considerations/management 
be integrated into planning for the future:

• Heritage places contribute to the quality of life 
and cultural identity of our communities

• Heritage places can be the focal point for 
community gatherings

• Utilising and conserving our heritage places can 
also assist local economies through employment 
opportunities and by generating additional 
revenue, particularly through social activities

• Heritage places can excite curiosity about the 
past; they can be important sources of classroom 
learning; and they can also generate interest for 
tourism and can encourage return visits 

• Sensitive adaptations of heritage buildings 
for new purposes can also avoid or reduce 
demolition waste, having economic and 
environmental benefits

Canning Town Hall c.1985
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2. Brief History of the 
Canning District 

The Canning River 
Environment
The City is located on the Canning River, a major 
tributary of the Swan River in southwestern Western 
Australia. The Swan and Canning Rivers and their 
immediate surroundings are considered to be the 
most important landscape features of the Perth 
Metropolitan Region. These rivers hold ‘icon’ status 
and have become a focus for the quality of the 
perceived environment in the metropolitan region.

Aboriginal Associations  
with Canning
Prior to the colonial settlement of the area, the 
Canning River and its associated wetlands provided 
an important source of food and shelter to the Beeliar 
and Beeloo Noongar people. The Beeloo considered 
north of the Canning River, Dyarlgarro, to the hills as 
part of their ground while the Beeliar mainly traversed 
the southern section of the river to the sea. At the 
time of colonial settlement, Midgegooroo and Munday 
were leaders of these people. The Cannington-Wilson 
area was called ‘Beeloo’ for many years by local 
residents. 

The Canning River was the site of some of the earliest 
conflicts between colonial settlers and Aboriginal 
people with both Midgegooroo and Munday 
proclaimed outlaws in 1833; the former being 
summarily executed in 1833. Following the killing of 
Yagan (Midgegooroo’s son) in 1833, the Governor 
revoked the outlaw status of Munday, and in 1840 
it is reported that he appointed him and others, 
including Mundigo and Mando from the Canning,  
as Aboriginal Police Aides.

Canning River 2014
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Colonial Settlement 
The Canning River was named by Captain James 
Stirling of HMS ‘Success’ following an examination 
of the region in March 1827, two years prior to the 
establishment of the Swan River Colony. Stirling named 
the river after George Canning (1770-1827), an eminent 
British statesman who was Prime Minister of Great 
Britain at that time. Names of two of the suburbs in 
the City and the name of the City itself have derived 
from the Canning River. The suburb of Canning Vale 
was locally known as North Jandakot until 1925. The 
name is descriptive, the place being a low-lying area 
situated south-west of the Canning River. Subdivision of 
the suburb of Cannington began in 1882 and a railway 
station was constructed there in the early 1890s, which 
was named Cannington and the area surrounding this 
station soon became known by this name.

As one of the earliest settled areas in the Swan 
Colony, Canning is closely associated with the convict 
period of Western Australian history, the development 
of Western Australia’s timber industry and the river 
transport system of the 19th century. Over time, the 
once rural and agricultural based landscape has 
evolved into a metropolis with a residential, commercial 
and industrial blend on either side of the Canning 
River Regional Park, which contains some of the best 
estuarine vegetation of the Swan-Canning catchment.

Establishing Local 
Government 
In 1843, the first step towards local government 
was seen with the appointment of Trust Officers for 
the Canning District. The Trusts were dissolved in 
1847 and a Central Board of Work was established 
to oversee local development. Growth in the district 
continued with the Canning River playing a pivotal 
role as the major transport route to Perth from the 
out-lying settlements along its banks. Manual labour 
provided by convicts was instrumental in enabling 
the development of the river for transport and for the 
construction of the road from Perth. Barges carrying 
sawn timber down-river from the Mason-Bird Timber 
Company’s mill at Mason’s Landing were a prominent 
feature of the river traffic and Francis Bird’s gracious 
family home ‘Woodloes’ is now the most important 
historic house in the City.

Following the passage of the Municipal Council Act 
and the Road Board Act in 1870, Canning was one 
of the first districts to be gazetted and the Canning 
Road Board was subsequently elected on 8 February 
1871. The Canning Town Hall built in 1909 was one 
of the first solid brick buildings in Canning and is one 
of the few surviving early buildings in the district. 

Woodloes Homestead 2014
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The contribution of early 
settlers 
The contribution of early settlers, notably Francis 
Bird, Ben Mason, the Gibbs and Cockram families, 
opened many opportunities in business, agriculture 
and industry in Canning. The agricultural activities of 
the district continued into the twentieth century, when 
the Kent Street Weir was built to prevent movement 
of saline water up the river, before they gradually 
disappeared with the increasing movement of 
commercial activities and secondary industry into the 
area and extensive residential subdivisions. The rural 
and agricultural history is still celebrated in the area 
through the annual Canning Show and the continued 
association with the Canning Agricultural, Horticultural 
& Recreational Society.

The first government school was opened in the district 
in 1891; prior to this schooling for the local population 
was provided at the Mason and Bird’s Canning 
Timber Mill and at Mason’s Landing. Over the years 
accommodation for education was provided by church 
halls, firstly the Congregational Hall in the 1890s then, 
following the construction of a purpose built school in 
1898, the Church of England Hall and the Agricultural 
Hall were used for overflow in the 1940s. 

The Twentieth Century 
The twentieth century has seen Canning grow from 
a semi-rural district to become part of the greater 
metropolitan area of Perth. This development has 
been reflected in changes in status over the years. 
In 1961 the Canning District became the Shire of 
Canning, in 1971 the Shire became a Town, and in 
1979 the Town became the City. 

Unfortunately much of the tangible evidence of 
Canning’s rich history is no longer immediately 
recognisable in the district, as almost all of the early 
buildings that once lined Albany Highway have 
been demolished and increasingly development has 
oriented away from the river, which was once the 
lifeblood of the district. This makes it imperative to 
put in place a heritage strategy so that what remains 
may be appropriately cared for and protected and 
so that the heritage values of the district can be 
understood and promoted as the City undergoes 
further changes.

Albany Highway c.1975 Waverley Hotel c.1975

Ben Mason’s Home c.1895 Queens Park Volunteer Fire Brigade Band taking part in a competition 
in Albany (date unknown)
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Sources 
• Debra Hughes-Hallet, Indigenous History of the Swan and Canning rivers, Swan River Trust, 2010

• F.G. Carden, Along the Canning: A History of the City of Canning, Western Australia, 1991

• http://www.canning.wa.gov.au/Out-About/history.html

• http://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/corporate.nsf/web/History+of+river+names

• http://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/corporate.nsf/web/History+of+metropolitan+suburb+names

Aerial of Station Street, Cannington in 2002
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3. The Corporate and 
Planning Framework

The City‘s commitment to protecting its heritage 
assets for future generations is established in its 
Environmental Management Strategy adopted in April 
2014. The management of heritage conservation also 
sits within a broader statutory framework, as set out 
in the Planning and Development Act 2005 and the 
Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990. These two 
frameworks are explored below. 

It is important to note that this Heritage Strategy does 
not affect or replace relevant statutory requirements; 
rather it seeks to ensure that obligations arising from 
the statutory framework are proactively addressed. 

3.1. The Corporate 
Framework

The City’s Environmental Management Strategy is 
a high level strategic planning document, which 
provides a framework for the achievement of 
better environmental (including cultural heritage) 
management outcomes, consistent with the overall 
vision and objectives of the City.

The objective of the Environmental Management 
Strategy that is relevant to this Heritage Strategy is 
outlined in Clause 1.8 as follows:

(d) to make provision for the conservation  
and enhancement of places of cultural  
heritage significance 

The Environment Management Strategy outlines the 
following provisions in relation to heritage:

Objective

Protect and enhance the cultural heritage of 
places and spaces across the City

Outcomes

The key outcomes with regards to the 
management of Heritage are:

• Protect, enhance and conserve the City’s 
Aboriginal, natural and cultural heritage 
areas and values

• Educate the community about the City’s 
Aboriginal, natural and cultural heritage

Strategies

The following key strategies are recommended 
to be implemented:

• Maintain a current register of heritage 
places that is incorporated into the 
planning Scheme and that is supported by 
a GIS Heritage Places layer

• Develop a cultural heritage management 
plan for the City’s natural, Aboriginal and 
cultural heritage places and values

• Ensure meaningful participation by 
Aboriginal people including the utilisation 
of Noongar expertise in environmental 
management and related activities to 
generate respect for the Noongar cultural 
values of the river systems
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• Optimise opportunities for interpretation 
that will improve awareness of the City’s 
natural, Aboriginal and cultural heritage

• Participate in the Swan and Canning Rivers 
Iconic Trails Project

This Heritage Strategy is designed to focus on 
the historic cultural heritage of the City in a way 
that supports the objectives of the Environment 
Management Strategy (2014). 

3.2. Heritage and Planning 
Framework 

Cultural heritage places in Western Australia are 
recorded in many different heritage listings. Some 
of these listings give statutory protection to heritage 
places, through requirements for heritage-related 
approvals or referrals. Other listings are unofficial 
or quasi-official designations, often arising from 
local, community-based or thematic surveys. 
There seventy-six places in the City that have been 
identified as having potential or recognised heritage 
value (refer Appendix A). However only a small 
percentage of these have been listed on any statutory 
heritage lists that afford protection. Since 1995 only 
a handful of assessments have been conducted to 
identify any additional heritage places in the City.

Grounds of City of Canning Administration Centre 2014
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Non-Statutory Heritage Lists
The following lists include places in the City that have 
potential heritage value and/or have contributed to 
the history and character of the district. They are not 
afforded statutory protection, meaning these lists 
have no effect on the use and development of land 
and buildings.

•	 Local Government Inventory
The City’s Municipal Inventory (now called Local 
Government Inventories) was prepared in 1995 
under the provisions of the Heritage of Western 
Australia Act 1990. It contains 42 places, of 
which sixteen have been demolished. 

This inventory has not been updated since 
it was compiled twenty years ago, despite a 
requirement under the Act for a review to be 
carried out every four years. In practice, most 
local governments carry out a review within a 4  
to 8 year period.

•	 Other Non-Statutory Lists
There are also a number of places that are listed 
on non-statutory lists compiled by the Anglican, 
Catholic and United Churches, the National Trust 
of Australia (WA) List of Classified Places, the 
Register of the National Estate, the Department 
of Fire and Emergency Services and the 
Statewide War Memorial Survey.

Statutory Heritage Lists
There are two statutory heritage lists that afford 
statutory protection to heritage places in the City: 
the first is the State Register of Heritage Places 
(SRHP), which is managed by the Heritage Council 
of Western Australia (HCWA) and the second is the 
City’s Schedule of Objects and Places Worthy of 
Conservation and Protection (TPS Schedule), which is 
compiled by the City.

THE FOLLOWING EIGHT PLACES ARE LISTED ON EITHER 
OR BOTH OF THE STATUTORY HERITAGE LISTS.

1 Canning Town Hall SRHP -

2 Canning War Memorial SRHP -

3 Castledare Boys Home (fmr) SRHP -

4 The Chapel of the Guardian Angel SRHP -

5 Convict Fence SRHP -

6 Kent Street Weir SRHP -

7 Fmr Sikh Cemetery SRHP -

8 Woodloes Homestead SRHP TPS 
Schedule

Note: the TPS Schedule includes one other place, the Eucalyptus 
Trees in Bentley, which are for their ‘natural beauty’, not for cultural 
heritage significance and are therefore not included in the list above. 

The identification and protection of Aboriginal Heritage 
is managed by the Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
under the provisions of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 
1972. Refer to Appendix B for those sites which are 
Registered under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.

Cannington Mounted Infantry c.1901
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“Given the fast changing face of 
Canning, it is important to make the 
identification, protection & promotion 
of its history & heritage a priority...”

Cannington Hotel demolished 1962
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4. Key Strengths and 
Issues

In order to set out the strategic direction, the Heritage 
Strategic Plan must firstly identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of the City’s current heritage 
management framework (including its policies 
procedures, programs and practices). To gain a 
thorough understanding of the key opportunities and 
issues, the following actions were undertaken:

• A desktop survey of all the City’s readily available 
resources (including policies procedures, 
programs and practices) relating to heritage 
management was undertaken; and

• A series of interviews with the City’s Administration 
were undertaken on 15 December 2014. 
Interviews with representatives from the Canning 
Districts Historical Society were also undertaken. 

The following opportunities and key issues emerged 
from the desktop survey and interviews.

4.1. Strengths 
• The City has a rich heritage and as a result has  

a wealth of stories to transmit and interpret

• The City’s various business units have 
management measures in place that seek to 
care for and promote the City’s heritage assets, 
including a heritage layer on the City’s online 
mapping system

• The Local Library has an extensive collection of 
heritage resources including historic photographs 
and oral histories. The Library also has a 5 
phase plan to manage its collection – inventory, 
catalogue, preserve, digitise and develop an 
access plan

• The Canning Districts Historical Society is 
supported by the City, which is committed to the 
stewardship of the City’s heritage assets with a 
focus on Woodloes Homestead

• The City and the Canning Districts Historical 
Society actively promote the district’s heritage 
through a variety of initiatives including: Friday Night 
Flicks at the Canning Town Hall, Foundation Day 
heritage activities, and displays at the Local Library

• Conservation Plans and Strategies have been 
prepared for Woodloes and the Canning Town 
Hall, which seek to conserve, interpret and plan 
for the future of these places  

Cecil Hotel 1935
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4.2. Key Issues 
It is evident that the City has a number of heritage 
achievements, however important key issues 
emerged during our investigations, which will be 
addressed in the Heritage Strategic Plan. These 
include:

• There are a limited number of local places 
afforded statutory protection

• There are limited management tools – such as 
policies and guidelines

• The Town Planning Scheme No.40 (TPS40) does 
not include the model scheme text provisions for 
heritage

• There is a lack of ongoing assessment/ review of 
potential heritage places

• There is little tangible evidence of the City’s 
Heritage remaining 

• There is an under-appreciation of what heritage 
places have to offer 

• There has been a loss of places that contributed 
to the development of the district and of local 
knowledge without sufficient recording

Cockram Store c.1910
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5. Vision and 
Objectives

The opportunity to interview a number of key 
stakeholders provided a valuable insight into the 
aspirations and goals of the City in relation to the 
management of its heritage. Following the research 
component the following matters were identified as 
integral considerations in the development of the 
vision and objectives:

• The vision and objectives need to encompass an 
integrated approach to heritage

• The vision and objectives should seek to 
recognise that heritage is an important asset

• The vision and objectives should encourage all 
stakeholders to look after the district’s heritage in 
a coordinated manner

In considering the above, the following vision and set 
of objectives were proposed for the City’s Heritage 
Strategic Plan, to help guide the development of 
strategies and actions. 

NOTE: The draft Heritage Strategy underwent a 
period of community consultation in March/April 
2015. Comments were received from a range of 
stakeholders and the Heritage Strategy was amended 
accordingly

5.1. A Vision
Our vision is to respect, 
protect and celebrate the full 
spectrum of our irreplaceable 
heritage so that it can enhance  
our community’s sense of 
place and reinforce the identity 
of the Canning district for the 
benefit of current and future 
generations.
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5.2. Objectives  

Knowing 
to ensure the City comprehensively identifies and 
records the places, stories and objects that represent 
the diverse history of the district

Protecting
to embed heritage in planning and procedures 
to ensure the protection, sound conservation, 
successful adaptation and harmonious development 
of the district’s heritage places  

Supporting 
to engage with and support the City’s Administration 
and community in conserving, managing and 
promoting heritage places within the district. 

Promoting 
to increase the awareness and appreciation of the 
district’s heritage through a variety of engaging ways

Road Construction (date unknown)
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6. Strategies

Strategies
A series of strategies and actions has been 
developed under each of the four main objectives 
(as follows) to guide the City in achieving clear and 
effective heritage management:

• Knowing

• Supporting

• Protecting 

• Promoting 

Some of the identified actions can be addressed by 
changes to administration procedures, whilst others 
will require funding and resourcing. The following 
tables outline which service area will be responsible 
for implementing each action (in many cases more 
than one service area will be responsible). It also 
prioritises the implementation of actions, based on 
the following levels: 

• High Priority – to be implemented within 1 year. 

• Medium Priority – to be implemented within  
2-3 years. 

• Long Term Priority – to be implemented within  
4 years. 

Highway Drive-in (date unknown)
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6.1 Knowing
This objective seeks to ensure the City comprehensively identifies and records the places, stories and objects 
that represent the history of the district. The City’s Local History Library is an invaluable resource with a depth of 
material. However, it is vital that efforts continue to document and collect materials, which represent the many 
diverse layers of the City’s heritage, both tangible and intangible. These resources are irreplaceable and precious 
as they tell us about who we are and the past that has shaped both our community and the landscape.

ACTION TASK RESPONSIBILITY PRIORITY

K1. Commission the 
development of a 
Thematic History

K1.1 A Thematic History documents the history of the area 
centered around themes as opposed to a chronological 
approach. It can be used to guide Local Government 
Heritage Inventory Reviews; to inform stories for 
interpretation; it can be a good resource to inform public 
art projects associated with new developments. The 
thematic history should include Aboriginal history, which 
is an important component of the City’s history.

Local History 
Librarian,
Heritage Services,
Historian 

High

K2. Review the City’s 
Local Government 
Heritage Inventory

K2.1 The review should ensure that the existing inventory 
meets the minimum standards as set by the State 
Heritage Office and should comprehensively identify 
the places and areas of cultural heritage significance in 
the local district. New nominations should be sought in 
consultation with the community.
NOTE: the State Heritage Office’s publication the Criteria 
for the Assessment of Local Heritage Places and Areas 
should be used to assess the level of significance of 
each place. As per the Heritage Act of Western Australia 
1990, a Local Government Heritage Inventory should be 
reviewed every 4 years after compilation. 

Heritage Services,
External 
Consultant

High

K3. Maintain and develop 
local history collections

K3.1 A condition requiring a basic Archival Record should 
be imposed on planning approvals for the demolition of 
buildings within the City (this should not just be limited 
to places on the Local Government Heritage Inventory) 
as a means of recording changes to the built fabric of 
Canning over the years. Archival Records should be 
provided to the Local History Library for their records.  
A Guide to preparing Archival Records should be 
prepared to ensure consistency. 

Heritage Services,
Development & 
Regulations,
Corporate 
Services,
Local History 
Librarian

High

K3.2 Develop a formal process where by relevant corporate 
records become the public historic records of the future.

As above High

K3.3 Encourage the development of partnerships with other 
agencies to enable the sharing of resources.

Local History 
Librarian,
Department of 
Aboriginal Affairs,
National Trust,
State Heritage 
Office

High

K3.4 Continue to support the Library as they implement and 
finalise the five point plan for collections management: 
inventory, catalogue, preserve, digitise and access.

Library On-going
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ACTION TASK RESPONSIBILITY PRIORITY

K3.5 A strategy for the retrospective indexing of the Canning 
newspapers post-1982 should be developed. This 
should include the release of digital rights to enable 
the articles to be scanned, stored and possibly made 
available through the library’s catalogue.

Library Medium 

K4. Expand the City’s 
oral history collection

K4.1 Prepare a strategy for the collection of oral histories 
prioritising on those members of the community who are 
aging. The strategy should identify those persons to be 
targeted and the themes or subjects to be explored and 
timeframes for implementation.

Local History 
Librarian,
Heritage Services

High

K5. Audit existing 
heritage and 
interpretation signage

K5.1 The audit should document the location, manufacturer, 
content and a program for review, maintenance and/
or replacement. Using the thematic history it should 
identify themes/story lines which have not been explored 
and identify opportunities for additional interpretation 
initiatives. 

Heritage Services,
Parks & 
Streetscapes & 
Conservation

Low

K6. Proactively source 
historic images of the 
City and make them 
available electronically

K6.1 During Heritage Week run advertisements in the local 
newspaper requesting residents donate copies of 
historic images (and historic documents) relating to the 
development/ history of the City. Provide guidance as to 
what images are being sought to prevent inundation of 
irrelevant material (i.e. an accessioning policy). 

Local History 
Librarian,
Heritage Services

Medium

K6.2 Continue to make digital copies of historic images in the 
City’s collection. Make images available for download 
through the City’s Library database. 

Local History 
Librarian

On-going

Futuro House, Willeton c.1980



18

6.2 Supporting
This Strategy seeks to engage with and support the City’s Administration and community in conserving, managing 
and promoting heritage places within the district. There are a number of stakeholders involved in the City’s 
heritage who all need to be supported to ensure their enthusiasm is maintained, to help facilitate positive heritage 
outcomes and to ensure that stakeholder efforts are aligned with an agreed goal and adhere to any statutory 
requirements.

ACTION TASK RESPONSIBILITY PRIORITY

S1. Continue to develop 
the relationship with the 
Canning Districts Historical 
Society

S1.1 Implement the recommendations of the Woodloes 
Conservation Management Strategy as and when funding 
allows. 

Heritage Services, 
Local History 
Librarian, 
Canning Districts 
Historical Society, 
City of Canning 
Council

High

S1.2 Develop polices and protocols for improved management 
of shared resources/artefacts and to develop and 
implement a Collections Management Policy that sets out 
basic policies that guide the development, acquisition, 
care and, where necessary, the disposal of the City’s 
collections.

As above High

S1.3 Continue to offer the Canning Districts Historical 
Society funding, advice and maintenance as required to 
support their efforts to conserve and promote Woodloes 
Homestead. 

As above On-going

S2. Prepare a Funding and 
Grants Register

S2.1 This register should be prepared to identify opportunities 
for the funding of both the City’s assets/projects and for 
owners of heritage listed places. Regional, State and 
National funding opportunities should be listed such as 
the Heritage Grants Program (State Heritage Office) and 
Heritage Loan Subsidy Scheme (WALGA). Display this 
register online.

Heritage Services,
Property & Asset 
Services

High

S2.2 Strategically Plan for grant funding by identifying projects 
that may be eligible for funding, which have a public benefit 
and which align with selection criteria of particular grants.

As above High

S3. Investigate financial 
and non-financial 
incentives for owners 
of places on the City’s 
Heritage List

S3.1 Investigate and, where practical, implement financial 
and non-financial incentives such as rate/fee subsidies, 
Heritage Loan Subsidy Scheme, planning variations, grants 
program for both conservation and interpretation/oral 
histories or the provision of free heritage advice. Liaise with 
other local Councils to discuss the practicalities, issues and 
success of their heritage initiatives.

City of Canning 
Council,
Heritage Services,
Development & 
Regulations

Medium

S4. Build the capacity 
of and support in-house 
heritage management

S4.1 Clearly articulate the roles and responsibilities for 
Heritage Services as well as the responsibilities of other 
departments related to heritage management. Ensure 
Heritage Services are involved in both statutory and 
strategic planning decisions to ensure heritage retention/
interpretation is part of the future planning processes.

Heritage Services, 
Development & 
Regulations,
City Futures 

High and  
On-going

S4.2 Ensure staff (both Heritage and Planning Services) regularly 
attend heritage training/information sharing sessions; this 
should include the State Heritage Office’s Local Government 
Heritage Planning and Management Seminar. 

As above On-going
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ACTION TASK RESPONSIBILITY PRIORITY

S4.3 Provide internal training sessions for Elected Members 
and staff. This training should focus on the technical 
aspects of the Heritage List and Heritage Legislation, and 
the variety of resources the City has to offer. Ideally this 
should be undertaken as part of any induction process. 

Heritage Services Medium

S4.4 Ensure that processes and decisions made by and on 
behalf of Heritage Services are appropriately recorded 
and accessible for current and future staff to allow a 
consistent approach to be applied to heritage matters.

Records 
Management

On-going

S4.5 To enable the Local History Librarian to focus on the 
development and promotion of the Library’s Local History 
collection consideration should be given to making 
this position full time and investigations made into the 
appointment of a support officer and/or personnel 
with a historical or anthropological background to help 
proactively record the City’s social history. 

Corporate Services 
Library

High

S4.6  Undertake investigations into the benefits of a History 
and Heritage Advisory Group for Canning.  Liaise with 
other Local Governments who have a History and 
Heritage Advisory Group such as the City of Gosnells 
and City of Vincent to discuss their experience with the 
management and role of such a Group. Should such 
a group be formed ensure there is a clear Terms of 
Reference to guide the Group’s activities. 

Heritage Services, 
Local History 
Librarian

Medium

S4.7 Explore the opportunity for the creation of a local 
Aboriginal Reference Advisory Group, in line with the 
City’s Environment Management Strategy 2014, and to 
provide input into the promotion and better understanding 
of the area’s Aboriginal heritage.

Heritage Services, 
Local History 
Librarian, Parks 
& Streetscapes & 
Conservation

Medium

S5. Develop research 
opportunities to 
supplement and enhance 
the City’s collection

S5.1 Make contact with education providers (universities and 
TAFE) to develop programs and partnerships for students 
to undertake research on the City’s Heritage as part of the 
curriculum. 
NOTE: There are a number of courses in cultural heritage, 
history, museum studies, planning and architecture, which 
as part of their curricula have a heritage component. 
Students could undertake heritage assessments, oral 
histories and/or research to enhance the City’s ability to 
record its history and to encourage students to engage 
with and explore the City’s heritage.

Local History 
Librarian 

Low
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Canning War Memorial 2015
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6.3 Protecting 
This objective seeks to embed heritage in planning and procedures to ensure the protection, sound conservation, 
successful adaptation and harmonious development of the district’s heritage places. Securing statutory protection 
for significant places, developing policy/guidelines to assist decision-making and appropriate management are 
fundamental aspects of good heritage management. Leading by example is also vital to set the standard for 
conservation management and to demonstrate the City is a proud custodian of its heritage assets. 

ACTION TASK RESPONSIBILITY PRIORITY

PR1. Update the City’s 
Schedule 4 - Objects 
and Places Worthy 
of Conservation and 
Preservation

PR1.1 Identify those places on the Local Government Heritage 
Inventory, and other nominated places, which the City 
considered should be protected through the provisions 
of the City’s TPS40 and seek to have them adopted on 
the City’s Schedule 4 - Objects and Places Worthy of 
Conservation and Preservation.

Heritage Services, 
Development & 
Regulations,
Parks & 
Streetscapes & 
Conservation 

High

PR2. Provide guidance 
in relation to the 
development of heritage 
places

PR2.1 Develop a Policy to guide the development, including 
alterations and additions, of heritage-listed properties. 
Until such time as a Policy has been prepared assess 
any proposals for demolition, alterations, additions and 
subdivision in accordance with State Planning Policy 3.5 
Historic Heritage Conservation.

Heritage Services, 
Development & 
Regulations

High

PR3. Bring the TPS40 
Provisions relating to 
Heritage in line with the 
Model Scheme Text 
provisions

PR3.1 Update the definitions and heritage provisions of the 
TPS40 as part of any future town planning scheme 
review to align with the Model Scheme Text provisions.

Heritage Services, 
Development & 
Regulations

Medium

PR4. Prepare and 
update Conservation 
Management Plans for 
the City’s Heritage Assets

PR4.1 Ensure that up to date Conservation Management Plans 
for all of the City’s heritage assets have been prepared, 
subject to budget considerations. If they are more than 
10 years old consider reviewing and updating them. 
Plans should be made publically available.

Heritage Services,
Property & Asset 
Services

Medium

PR5. Apply good heritage 
management practice 
and procedures for 
City identified, owned/
managed heritage places

PR5.1 Bespoke form/checklists should be circulated to all 
employees, contractors, consultants and companies 
employed to manage and undertake works to heritage 
listed places. The form/checklists should be read before 
the commencement of works and should: 

• succinctly identify the heritage significance of the asset  
• outline the implications of actions on that 

significance including if the proposal for works 
needs to be sent to the Heritage Council for 
comment

• outline any special treatments or provisions that must 
be adhered to as a result of existing studies and/or 
masterplans that have been prepared for the site

• outline any statutory requirements that may need to 
be fulfilled prior to the commencement of works  

• contain a self assessment checklist, which will 
seek to assist the contractor establish whether the 
proposed works result in a low, high or medium risk  

• detail a point of contact to assist in the resolution 
of any heritage issues where works have been 
identified as a medium or high risk. 

Heritage Services, 
Property & Asset 
Services

Medium
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6.4 Promoting 
This objective seeks to increase the awareness and appreciation of the district’s heritage through a variety of 
engaging ways and mediums. The City has an extensive Local History Collection, which provides a great resource 
for interpretation and should be utilised to its fullest potential. The promotion of the City’s heritage should cater 
for a range of audiences: the young, the old, the student, the enquiring mind and those who will absorb things 
incidentally. Promotion should present information but also encourage exploration and reflection about the past, 
present and future.

ACTION TASK RESPONSIBILITY PRIORITY

P1. Create a 
heritage portal on 
the City’s website 
relating to heritage

P1.1 The website should display and/or provide access to: 
• Information on the City’s heritage and associated 

management framework  
• the City’s MHI and Heritage List 
• information on the benefits of heritage  
• promotional material and best practice case studies  
• links to the Local History Library and other relevant heritage 

resources (e.g grants and inHerit on line database)  
• details on places to visit, attractions and experiences within 

the City

Local History 
Librarian,
Heritage Services

High

P1.2 Consider developing a Wiki to capture the stories of the people 
of Canning and to encourage community engagement and 
contribution of entries.

Local History 
Librarian

Low

P1.3 Consider developing a Lost Canning Facebook page, where 
images of Canning are displayed and sought to foster 
community engagement and interest. Once momentum and 
interest has been established consideration should be given to 
the creation of a Lost Canning picture book.

Local History 
Librarian

Low

P2. Promote 
visitation to the 
City’s Heritage 
Assets by 
schools and other 
educational groups 

P2.1 Develop relationship with local schools and other education 
providers to explore opportunities for visitation to and education 
relating to the City’s heritage. .
NOTE: Under the Australian Curriculum Framework the Year 
2 curriculum provides a study of local history, where students 
‘explore, recognise and appreciate the history of their local 
area by examining remains of the past and considering why 
they should be preserved’. Year 3 students investigate how 
communities have changed in the past. Liaise with the National 
Trust to discuss their experience in developing Australian 
Curriculum school based programs. 

Heritage Services,
Local History 
Librarian,
Canning Districts 
Historic Society

Medium

P3. Showcase 
the heritage of the 
district through 
awareness 
programs

P3.1 Conduct annual talks and workshops to promote the City’s 
heritage, which cover researching the history of your home, 
conservation techniques and on special themes/events in 
the City’s history. In partnership with Aboriginal communities, 
undertake Aboriginal heritage public knowledge and awareness 
talks.

Heritage Services,
Local History 
Librarian, 
Parks & 
Streetscapes & 
Conservation,
Department of 
Parks and Wildlife,
Community 
Care Services, 
Community 
Development

Medium

P3.2 Continue to undertake the Heritage Festival and other events 
such as Friday Night flicks at the Canning Town Hall. Investigate 
holding open days for heritage properties and/or guided tours of 
parks (notably the Canning River Regional Park).

As above On-going
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ACTION TASK RESPONSIBILITY PRIORITY

P3.3 Develop a series of brochures, which cover noteworthy places, 
housing styles, people, collections and events, which can be 
uploaded on the City’s website and be available as a ‘print 
on demand’ service to assist with enquiries, to be used by 
education providers and to accompany displays whether they 
are in the library or other City facilities. 

Heritage Services Medium/Low

P3.4 Develop a heritage information sheet to promote the history of 
the area and places of interest which is to be circulated in the 
welcome kit to new owners/residents, when they arrive along 
with information about Library Services, community services, 
rubbish collection etc

Heritage Services Medium/Low

P3.5 Establish a Heritage Plaques/Markers program to recognise and 
celebrate places of heritage interest that remain or have been 
demolished. 

Heritage Services Medium/Low

P3.6 Continue to undertake displays in the Library to showcase the 
City’s heritage and collections. Moveable displays could be 
prepared and exhibited at venues like the City’s Administration 
Building, at public events and the Town Hall etc. 

Local History 
Librarian

On-going

P4. Develop 
Heritage Awards

P4.1 Investigate holding a biennial heritage award for original historic 
research, personal memoirs, oral histories and/or photographs 
relating to the history of the area. Consider developing an award 
for conservation/adaptation of heritage places. A cash prize and 
certificate should be provided to the winner. Hold a celebratory 
morning tea to award the winners. 

Heritage Services,
Local History 
Librarian

Medium

P5. Improve 
connections to 
the City’s Tangible 
heritage sites

P5.1 Improve the way-finding from Albany Highway to the Canning 
River Regional Park, Mason’s Landing and Woodloes 
Homestead to increase visitation. 

Heritage Services,
Parks & 
Streetscapes & 
Conservation

Medium

P5.2 Continue to promote the Canning River Regional Park 
Interpretative Walk Trails and investigate opportunities to 
enhance this trail through additional interpretation initiatives. 
Investigate the possibility of other heritage trails in the area. 
Some that have been suggested during the consultation of 
this Heritage Strategy included an Albany Highway walk and a 
railway Cecil Avenue walk.

Kent Street Weir 2015
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Albany Highway c.1975
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7. Implementation  
and Review

The implementation of the City of Canning Heritage 
Strategy requires: 

• adoption of the Heritage Strategy by Council to 
establish the future direction for all stakeholders 
on heritage matters.  

• the nomination of an Officer from each relevant 
Business Unit and the continued appointment 
of a Heritage Officer/Heritage Co-ordinator 
to assist in co-ordination and to oversee the 
implementation of actions identified in the 
Heritage Strategy.  

• allocation of resources to effectively undertake 
policy actions.  

The ongoing implementation and effectiveness of 
the Heritage Strategy needs to be monitored to 
ensure that the objectives and actions are being 
achieved.  Specifically, a report shall be prepared and 
presented to the Council annually that details how 
actions within the Strategy have been implemented. 
The Heritage Strategic Plan is to be reviewed and 
updated every four years.  
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Appendix A

Historic Heritage Places in the City of Canning

NAME ADDRESS NO. STATUS

Canning Agricultural Hall 1430 Albany Hwy, Cannington 430 Demolished (1995)

Canning Town Hall Cnr Albany Hwy & George St, 
Cannington

431 Municipal Inventory, RHP, Classified by the 
National Trust

Canning War Memorial  
(WW1 & WW2)

Cnr Albany Hwy & Manning Rd, 
Cannington

432 Municipal Inventory, RHP, Classified by the 
National Trust, Statewide War Memorial 
Survey

Woodloes Homestead 39 Woodloes St, Cannington 433 Municipal Inventory, RHP, Town Planning 
Scheme, Register of the National Estate, 
Classified by the National Trust 

Tuart Tree Hybanthus St, Lynwood 1322 Classified by the National Trust

Canning River Wetlands / Open 
Space System (Canning River 
Regional Park)

Riverton to Canning 4418 Classified by the National Trust, Register of 
the National Estate

Castledare Boys Home (fmr) (St 
Vincent’s Preparatory School for 
Boys, Niana)

100 Fern Rd, Wilson 4579 Municipal Inventory, RHP, Aboriginal 
Heritage Sites Register, Art Deco Significant 
Bldg Survey, Classified by the National Trust

The Chapel of the Guardian 
Angel 
(Sister Kate’s Children’s Home 
Chapel (fmr))

190 Treasure Rd, Queens Park 4607 Municipal Inventory

Brownlie Towers 32-48 Dumond St, Bentley 4608 Municipal Inventory,RHP - Assessed-Below 
Threshold

Convict Fence River between Salter Pnt & Shelley 
Bridge, Canning

4609 Municipal Inventory, RHP

Kent Street Weir Canning River, Wilson & Ferndale 4611 Municipal Inventory, RHP, Classified by the 
National Trust

Fmr Sikh Cemetery (Cremation 
Site)

Bicentennial Adenia Reserve Ferndale 4612 Municipal Inventory, RHP
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Sister Kate's Children's Home 
(fmr)

190-196 Treasure Rd, Queens Park 5068 Municipal Inventory, RHP - Assessed-
Stakeholder Consultation

Cannington Senior High School 301 Sevenoaks St, Cannington 5626 Municipal Inventory

Two WA Christmas Trees Manning Rd Wilson 5877 Classified by the National Trust

Bentley Senior High School 
(Canning College)

Marquis St, Bentley 8254 RHP - Does not warrant assessment

St Michael & All Angels Church 48 George Way, Cannington 11484 Anglican Church Inventory

St Augustine's Anglican Church Cnr Tavistock & Kenton Sts, Lynwood 11554 Anglican Church Inventory

St Andrew's Anglican Church Cnr Beatrice Av & Bernier Rd, Riverton 11612 Anglican Church Inventory

Anglican Rectory 8 Farleigh Dr, Willetton 11643 Anglican Church Inventory

Christ The King Parish Centre Cnr Glenkerry/Killara/Gerber Sts, 
Willetton

11644 Anglican Church Inventory

Nicholson Homestead - site 11 Hedgeley Wy, Canning Vale 11931 Municipal Inventory - site only

Canning City Council 
Administration Centre and Site

1317 Albany Hwy, Cannington 11932 Municipal Inventory

St Josephs R.C. School & 
Convent

136-144 Railway Pde, Queens Park 11933 Municipal Inventory

St Norbert College & St 
Joseph's Priory

129-147 Treasure Rd, Queens Park 11934 Municipal Inventory

Spaceship - Glennon Park 
(Futuro "Home of the future")

6-8 Aveley St, Willetton 11935 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Maniana Precinct Bound by Whitlock Rd, Reginald St, 
Stephen St, Retchford Wy, Wannell St & 
Wharf St, Queens Pk

11936 Municipal Inventory, RHP - Assessed-Below 
Threshold – part demolished

Cottage and Stables 49 Marriamup St, Cannington 11937 Municipal Inventory - demolished

House 1 Woodloes St, Cannington 11938 Municipal Inventory

House 3 Woodloes St, Cannington 11939 Municipal Inventory

House 19 Woodloes St, Cannington 11940 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Bakery Site & House 9-11 River Rd, Cannington 11941 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Grose's House and Shed 59 Nicholson Rd, Cannington 11942 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Second Hand Goods Store 
(Carbarn, Cannington Bus 
Service)

57 Nicholson Rd, Cannington 11943 Municipal Inventory

Cannington Methodist Church 1455 Albany Hwy ,Cannington 11944 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Owen Simms House 8 Oak St, Cannington 11945 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Richard's Produce Store 1363 Albany Hwy, Cannington 11946 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Ernie Clark’s House (Benjamin 
Mason's House)

3-19 Richmond St, Cannington 11947 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Belney Cottage 36 Woodloes St, Cannington 11948 Municipal Inventory - demolished

House 3 Short St, Cannington 11949 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Cannington Masonic Hall 14 Woodloes St, Cannington 11950 Municipal Inventory - demolished

House 10 River Rd, Cannington 11951 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Lorne 13 River Rd, Cannington 11952 Municipal Inventory
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Shops 1429-33 Albany Hwy, Cannington 11953 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Canning Fire Station (fmr) - site 
(Queens Park Fire Station (fmr))

44 George Way, Cannington 11954 Municipal Inventory, Fire & Rescue Service 
Heritage Inventory

Swan Brewery 25 Baile Rd, Canning Vale 11955 Municipal Inventory - demolished

Eucalypt Tree Cnr Carden Dr & Oak St, Cannington 11956 Municipal Inventory

Mason's Landing 59 Marriamup St, Cannington 11957 Municipal Inventory

Rossmoyne Reserve (Old 
Quarry) (Coffee Rock Quarry 
(fmr))

52-54 Central Rd, Rossmoyne 11958 Municipal Inventory

Landing at Nicholson Road 
Bridge

83 Nicholson Rd, Ferndale 11959 Municipal Inventory

Landing Reserve (Brickworks 
Landing)

Canning River Reg Park, Bicentennial 
Adenia Reserve, Cannington

11960 Municipal Inventory

Kent Street Weir Park 
(Kent Street Recreation Ground, 
Wilson Park)

Canning River Regional Park, Canning 11961 Municipal Inventory

Riverton Bridge Canning River, Riverton 11962 Municipal Inventory

Nicholson Road Bridge Nicholson Rd, Cannington 11963 Municipal Inventory

Our Lady Queen of Apostles RC 
Church

53 Tudor Av, Riverton 13086 RHP - To be assessed, Catholic Church 
Inventory

St Francis of Assisi RC Church 56 Redcliffe St East, Cannington 13151 Catholic Church Inventory

Yeeda Street Respite 8 Yeeda St, Riverton 13179 Catholic Church Inventory

Queens Park Memorial Hall (site)  George St, Queens Park 14009 Statewide War Memorial Survey 
-demolished

Canning Vale Fire Station 13 Catalano Rd, Canning Vale 14474 Fire & Rescue Service Heritage Inventory

Cannington Fire Station (fmr) 
(Canning Fire Station (fmr))

44 George St, Queens Park 14475 Fire & Rescue Service Heritage Inventory

Welshpool Fire Station 380 Welshpool Rd, Welshpool 14656 Fire & Rescue Service Heritage Inventory

Uniting Church, Hall & Lilly Foss 
Centre

44 Woodloes St, Cannington 15025 Uniting Church Inventory

Uniting Church Manse 13 Gallant Way, Lynwood 15027 Uniting Church Inventory

Worship Centre 14-16 Herald Av, Willetton 15028 Uniting Church Inventory

Uniting Church Manse 42 Sheldrake Way, Willetton 15029 Uniting Church Inventory

Queens Park Worship Centre 
& Hall

50 Stockman Way, Queens Park 15030 Uniting Church Inventory

Uniting Church Manse 32 Bungaree Rd, Wilson 15031 Uniting Church Inventory

Cannington Police Station 1325 Albany Hwy, Cannington 17402 RHP - Does not warrant assessment

Pallottine Mission Centre, 
Rossmoyne (Pallotine Training 
Centre, St Vincent Palloti, 
Rossmoyne Pallottine Aboriginal 
Hostel)

50 Fifth Av, Rossmoyne 18576 RHP - To be assessed

Swan & Canning Rivers (Swan 
Canning Riverpark)

18987 RHP - To be assessed

Canning Vale Police Station 449 Nicholson Rd, Canning Vale 18991 RHP - Does not warrant assessment
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House 58 Stockman Way, 
Cannington (58 Stockman Way, 
Cnr Sevenoaks Street, Canning)

58 Stockman Way, Cannington 19846 RHP - Does not warrant assessment

Coronation Hotel, Queens Park 148-154 Railway Pde, Queens Park 19847 Demolished

Manning Road Trees Manning Rd, Bentley & Wilson 23659 RHP - Does not warrant assessment

Tuart Tree 20-26 Hybanthus 
Street

20-26 Hybanthus St Riverton 23787 RHP - Does not warrant assessment

Eucalyptus Trees (Lemon 
Scented Gums and White 
Gums)

24, Pt 25 100 Chapman/York Street, 
Bentley

- Town Planning Scheme
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Appendix B

Registered Aboriginal sites in the City of Canning

ID NAME TYPE

3174 Sheffield Railway A + B Artefacts / Scatter

3201 Bush Railway Artefacts / Scatter

3536 Swan River Mythological

3538 Canning River. Mythological

3635 Luyer Avenue Swamp Artefacts / Scatter

3871 Welshpool Rd North A,B & C Artefacts / Scatter

3886 Hardey Road Sandpit Artefacts / Scatter

3889 Banksia Road S E Artefacts / Scatter

3890 Eta Railway Artefacts / Scatter

3892 Mcdowell Street A & B Artefacts / Scatter

4000 Banksia Road Swamp Artefacts / Scatter

4310 Kelso Road Artefacts / Scatter

4311 Acourt Road Artefacts / Scatter

4351 Beaton Street, Wilson Artefacts / Scatter

21218 Clontarf East Field Site 1 Artefacts / Scatter

24319 Wadjup Ceremonial

30065 Kent Street Weir-Midden Material 01 Midden / Scatter

32697 Adenia Midden Midden / Scatter
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