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1. WOODLOES
Woodloes is one of the oldest architect-designed buildings in the 
district. Built in the early 1870s, it was originally the home of Francis 
and Maude Bird. Bird was an architect and a partner of the Mason 
Bird Timber Company with access to excellent timbers; some of which 
can be seen in the door surrounds within the house.  
The house has an interesting history. Having been through many 
owners until acquired by the then-Town of Canning for restoration, 
it opened as a local museum in 1978. At the rear of Woodloes is a 
reproduction of the Congregational Church with the Chimney which 
stood on Albany Highway until 1988 when it was demolished due to 
the widening of the highway.

2. MASON’S LANDING
In 1864 Ben Mason obtained a permit to cut timber in the Darling 
Ranges and within two years was employing 100 men, both at the mill 
site in Carmel and at the Landing in Cannington. Francis Bird joined 
him as a partner in 1871. A wooden tramway (later capped with iron) 
joined the mill in the hills with the Landing where the large timbers 
were further processed before being loaded onto flat barges and towed 
downriver to Perth and Fremantle. This area once hummed with the 
noise and activity of a large sawmill complete with 7hp steam engine, 
as well as the river port, stables, store and houses for workers.

3. CANNING SHOWGROUNDS
As you travel along Albany Highway and turn left into Station Street, 
you are passing the Cannington Exhibition Centre, the greyhound 
venue and commercial development. The Canning Showgrounds 
which now comprise The first Show here was held in 1894 and has 
continued almost every year since then at the beginning of November.  
A Hall established in 1898 was knocked down in the 1990s due 
to highway widening. Flower shows began to evolve into a general 
agricultural and horticultural show with the Canning Agricultural & 
Horticultural Society being officially formed in 1909. The Society was 
instrumental in the establishment of greyhound racing in W.A. in the 
1970s and the whole site (including the Greyhound track and the 
commercial development) is owned and managed by the Society.  

4. FRANCIS BIRD PARK
On your right is Francis Bird Park with a memorial statue to Francis 
Bird. Mr Bird was a partner in Mason Bird Timber Coy and the 
builder of Woodloes.  

5. BICKLEY ROAD
Bickley Road is on the alignment of the old tramway that brought 
timber down from the Hills mill of the Mason Bird Timber Coy to 
Mason’s Landing. If you look at a large road map you will see how 
remnants of Bickley Road run at an angle across the district and up 
past Bickley Reservoir. The Mason Bird Heritage Trail leads on past 
Victoria Dam and ultimately to Masonmill Road in Carmel.

6. CANNINGTON RAILWAY STATION
Originally Station Street, which you passed on your left, led to the 
Cannington Railway Station. Look across the railway line and you 
will see a small group of old shops which faced the station. The old 
Cannington Railway Station was built in 1897 and was relocated 
500m closer to Perth in 1990. The shops were typical of the time 
when you hopped off the train, did your local shopping and then 
walked home. The postal directory for 1897 lists James Hague with 
the occupation of ‘station master’ and shows the fares as 1/4 (one 
shilling and four pence) and 10d (ten pence). Presumably these were 
the fares for a return trip to Perth and for a single trip to Perth. You 
saved four pence through buying a return ticket.

7. CANNINGTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
After travelling through the Wharf Street traffic lights, you pass 
Sevenoaks College. Originally built as Cannington Senior High School 
in 1965, it evolved into Sevenoaks College for students in Years 
11 and 12 in 2001. Cannington Primary School in Wharf Street 
was redesignated as Cannington Community College and provides 
education for students from kindergarten to Year 10. Portion of the 
original high school as well as the gymnasium have been retained.

8. CANNINGTON LEISUREPLEX
On your left prior to Wharf Street is Cannington Leisureplex. It opened 
in 2012 as the City’s second major leisure centre and replaced the 
1980 Queens Park Recreation Centre and the 1984 Queens Park 
Library buildings. The Leisureplex has a cost-saving and eco-friendly 
heat exchange system that extracts the heat from artesian water 
drawn up from 1km down before returning the water without it being 
touched at all. The complex includes a public library, fitness centre, 
aquatic centre, and sporting and functions centres for hire.

9. QUEENS PARK
Old Queens Park library building on right – on the site of the 1923 
Queens Park Memorial Hall that was demolished in early 1980s after 
Queens Park Recreation Centre built.
Queens Park Railway Station on your left was originally the 
Woodlupine Station until the name of the suburb was changed in 
1912. The area was known as Woodlupine from around 1899 and 
named after an English flower. The rape and murder of an 18-year-old 
woman prompted a name change to in 1911 due to not wanting the 
crime to jeopardise the development of the area.  The name chosen 
was Queens Park to honour Queen Alexandra, wife of King Edward VII.
Opposite the railway station is the site of Coronation Hotel built in 
1902 as part of the development of the Derisleigh Estate.  The hotel 
was demolished in 2011.
Almost next door is St Joseph’s Primary School which started in 
1922. The school was conducted in a church building by the Sisters 
of Mercy who travelled every day from their convent in Victoria Park 
and in 1923 the Sisters moved to Queens Park. The present school 
was opened in 1936 and included the portico which has now been 
retained when further development took place in the 2000s. 

10. WELSHPOOL
This suburb derives its name from Welshpool Road. The name of 
the road was known as early as 1889, and one account states that 
an early market gardener, Benjamin Dewing was born in Welshpool 
in Wales, and named his property after the Welsh town. The area 
was known as Welshpool as early as 1895, although in 1908 local 
residents petitioned unsuccessfully to have the Welshpool station 
name changed to Canterbury.

11. WELSHPOOL – KEWDALE RAIL LINK
Just past Mills Street a large piece of vacant land appears on the 
right. This is where the Welshpool-Kewdale rail link was established 
during the 1950s when the Railway Department proposed to move the 
extensive Perth Goods depot from Wellington Street to new facilities at 
Welshpool. Some land was acquired in 1958 for this purpose however 
the signing of the standard gauge contracts put a hold on these 
plans. The new Forrestfield facility included large marshalling yards 
and extended to Kewdale where a vast new freight and parcels depot 
was built. The long circuitous route for shunt trains to Welshpool and 
Rivervale from Forrestfield, via Woodbridge and Perth was not practical, 
and a new railway from Kewdale to Welshpool was constructed through 
open paddocks and opened on 12 April 1967. 

Following the closure of the depots at Welshpool and Rivervale, only 
the private sidings on the Perth to Armadale line to the cement works 
in Rivervale and to the stock feed plant at Welshpool remained. 
These sidings were eventually closed as the owners opted for roads 
transport and the Welshpool-Kewdale railway was closed in March 
1989 and the rails later removed.

12. WELSHPOOL MUNITIONS FACTORY/
CHAMBERLAINS TRACTORS FACTORY
This circular road is around the site of the WWII small arms munition 
factory built in 1942 where .303 rifle ammunition was manufactured.  
After the war, the factory became the site of Chamberlain Industries 
which manufactured agricultural tractors and implements.  The first 
Chamberlain tractor rolled off on 18 May 1949 and manufacture 
continued until 1986.  The company merged with Deere and 
Company.  In 1991 Bradken, a cast and prefabricated manufacturing 
company moved into the former Chamberlain’s factory and operated 
until its closure in 2006.  The site has been subdivided and one 
Chamberlain factory workshop remains centrally on the site.  One of 
the little known factories set up after WWII was the Australian Pop 
Corn Company founded by an American ex-serviceman.  Starting in 
1946 it was still advertising for staff in 1953.
Following the closure of the munitions factory the area behind the 
Adams Drive properties and the railway was the site of the James 
Hardie asbestos works.

13. BENTLEY
The suburb gets its name from John Bentley who was the warder in 
charge of the gang of convicts who built Albany Road around 1870. 
The hill on Albany Highway was known as Bentley’s Hill from that 
time and the name of Bentley Park was officially adopted in 1940. 
The “Park” part of the name was dropped in 1967.
On your left is the Welshpool railway station. The siding was first 
established in1898 and the post office was established in 1901.
On your right is the Masters Dairy complex. Masters was set 
up by Wesfarmers after WWII and they asked local dairyman 
Bob Mounsey to create and operate it.  Mr Mounsey had a long 
established dairy business and was one of the first to utilise bulk 
milk trucks.  He lived in Cannington opposite Mason’s Landing and 
originally ran a dairy herd on the Ferndale side of the river, directly 
opposite his home.
Up Mills Street is the Bentley Hospital which opened 1967.  The 
Canning Shire Council was a key player in getting the hospital 
established.
You are now approaching the shopping area on this side of the railway 
line opposite Queens Park Railway Station.  Like the development at 
Cannington, local shopping was centred on the railway.
Hambleys IGA is on the site of the original Hambley & Taylor grocer’s 
shop. Mr Ern Hambley was a key player in initiating a grocer’s co-
operative which later became Foodland and now IGA.

14. MALLARD WAY
The houses at the intersection of Sevenoaks Street and Mallard Way 
are on the site of Tate’s Hall – used by Queens Pk Municipal Council 
1908/09 and then as St Mark’s Anglican Church until 1959.  The 
building burnt down in late 1970s.
Wharf Street traffic lights – turn right into Wharf Street

15. COKER PARK
Next to Cannington Leisureplex on your left is Coker Park. The park 
was named after Richard Coker who had a newsagency and paper 
round in the area. For a period, Coker was also a member of the 
Queens Park Municipal Council and the Canning Roads Board. 
He served on many local committees and the park was named in 
recognition of his community service.

16. ST MICHAEL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
On your right is St Michael’s Anglican Church – opened in 1959. The 
previous St Michael’s was located on Albany Highway near Wharf 
Street and had been moved there in 1902 from a site adjacent to the 
Kenwick cemetery.
Next door is the old Cannington Fire Station, now a private house. The 
Queens Park volunteer fire brigade started 1910 and this building 
was constructed 1943. From 1957 there were permanent fire officers 
stationed here until new premises built in Welshpool Road and in 
Canning Vale (1989).

17. CANNING TOWN HALL
On the other side of the Highway is the Canning Town Hall. The front 
portion was added in 1926 however the rear original portion was 
built 1909. Out the front was the original site of the Canning War 
Memorial (1921) that was relocated in 1956 to the Manning Road 
intersection. The side portion of the Town Hall was added in 1955.
City of Canning administration centre is built on the site of Wilson and 
John’s nursery.  The Wilson family lived opposite where the funeral 
directors are now located.

18. ALBANY HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT
As you travel south along the Highway you pass on the left, Brian 
Gardner Motors. This was previously known as Kevin James Motors 
in the 1960s and 1970s.  On the corner of Wharf Street was the 
weatherboard building of the Kewpie tearoom which lasted until the 
1980s.
McIntosh’s blacksmith and carriage builders were on the opposite 
corner of Wharf Street, with the local telephone exchange on the other 
side of Albany Highway where St Michael’s church was previously 
located.
At the bend in the highway we now see a McDonald’s store. This 
was the site of the 1898 Cecil Hotel (later known as Carousel tavern/
Waverley tavern).
The Cannington Hotel was on the other side of the highway between 
Greenfield and Cockram Streets. It boasted a garden that ran down to 
the river.
Westfield Carousel site was originally developed as a suburban 
branch of Boans Department Store in 1958 adjacent to the 
Cannington Primary School.  In the 1960s the school was relocated to 
Wharf Street next to Coker Park and Carousel expanded.

19. RIVER ROAD
On your left is “Lorne” at 13 River Road. Built in 1936 and one of the 
earlier dwellings in the street.  The local municipal heritage inventory 
indicates that it is considered a good example of an inter-war 
Californian bungalow residence, an architectural style not readily 
embraced in Canning.
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1. WOODLOES
After leaving Woodloes, follow Woodloes Street around the various 
bends.  Just before Mason’s Landing is a cottage whose now 
demolished stables were a final remnant of the horse training 
activities which once abounded in the Canning district.

2. MASON’S LANDING
Continue along past the park in Marriamup Street and turn right at the 
end and continue through the roundabout to the traffic lights.  Turn 
right into Albany Highway and swing into the left hand lane ready to 
turn left into Station Street.

3. CANNING SHOWGROUNDS
Turn left from Albany Highway into Station Street and be prepared 
to turn right.

4. FRANCIS BIRD PARK
Turn right from Station Street into James Street and then turn left into 
Bickley Road. Continue to William Street.

5. BICKLEY ROAD
Turn left into William Street. The Waverley drive-in movies site (1964-
1989) was on the right – where all the shops are now.
Turn left into Sevenoaks Street (do not cross over the railway).
On your right is the Beckenham Railway Station – opened in 1954 as 
Higham Railway Station and renamed in 1969 as Beckenham.  The 
original station straddled William Street to minimise length of time the 
road / rail crossing was closed to traffic.  The new station was built in 
2014 at a cost of $8.1million.
Continue along Sevenoaks Street.

6. CANNINGTON RAILWAY 
STATION
Continue along Sevenoaks Street and pass under the Gerard 
Street Bridge.
The large multi-storey building on your left just before the Wharf 
Street lights is the Mason Bird Building – originally built for the Tax 
Office as part of decentralisation of government services from Perth.
Immediately opposite is the new Cannington Railway Station (1990).  
It also provides a link to a number of inter-suburb bus services.

7.  CANNINGTON SENIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL

Move into the right hand lane ready to turn right over the Wharf Street 
railway crossing.

8. CANNINGTON LEISUREPLEX
Turn right at the Wharf Street lights and cross over the Railway Line. 
Immediately turn left into Railway Parade.

Heritage Festival History Drive
9. QUEENS PARK
Cross over Hamilton Street (railway crossing on the left) and continue 
along Railway Parade

10/11. WELSHPOOL – KEWDALE 
RAIL LINK
Continue on and pass under the Leach Highway overpass.
Leach Highway is named after Digby Leach, a former commissioner 
of the Main Roads department.  Leach Highway runs from Palmyra to 
Tonkin Highway and the first portions opened in 1972. This part of the 
highway came into operation in 1976.
Turn right into John Street.
Turn left into Welshpool Road and move to the right hand lane.
Turn right into Adams Drive.

12. WELSHPOOL MUNITIONS 
FACTORY/CHAMBERLAINS 
TRACTORS FACTORY
Turn right into Tomlinson Drive.
Turn right into Welshpool Road.
Cross over the railway line and turn left into Sevenoaks Street.

13. BENTLEY
Continue along Sevenoaks Street and go through the Hamilton 
Street traffic lights.

14. MALLARD WAY
Wharf Street traffic lights – turn right into Wharf Street.

15. COKER PARK
Turn right into George Way and follow the road around bends.

16. `1ST MICHAEL’S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH
Turn left into Albany Highway.

17. CANNING TOWN HALL
Continue along Albany Highway, past the bend where you will see a 
McDonald’s restaurant.

18. ALBANY HIGHWAY 
DEVELOPMENT
Move into the right hand lane.

19. RIVER ROAD
Turn right at the Liege Street traffic lights. 
Turn left at the roundabout into Bradford Street and then right at the 
end into River Road.

FINISH
Turn left into Woodloes Street and continue back to your start at 
Woodloes Museum.
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