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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The City of Canning acknowledges the 
Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation 
as the Traditional Owners and Custodians 
of the lands in Canning and pays respect 
to Elders past, present and emerging. The 
City extends that respect to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people here 
today and acknowledges their ongoing 
connection to the land and waterways in 
which we live, work and gather. 
 
Queens Park is a place that holds a strong 
sense of connection for many people in 
the Aboriginal community. Being the area 
of the former Sister Kate’s home it is a 
place that is connected to many stories of 
separation and loss. However it has also 
become a symbol for many of resilience, 
courage and cultural strength. 

The Queens Park Reserve Mural Kalla 
Wirin Gnaark Boodjar celebrates the 
cultural story of country: fire spirit of 
mother county – regenerating not only the 
focus of caring for land within the Noongar 
Six Seasons but all-inclusive nurturing 
community connectedness and social 
harmony between people. The Mural 
was created by Sister Kate’s Home Kids 
Aboriginal Corporation, Tjalaminu Mia, 
Deanne Tann and local artist Brenton See.
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– AT A GLANCE

The community feedback received during 
the Welcome Aboard engagement project 
demonstrates the importance of engaged 
residents and effective advocacy consistent 
with the City’s Strategic Community Plan.

The engagement generated ideas and 
inspiration for making a vibrant, welcoming 
community hub under and around the 
elevated rail and reinforced that welcoming 
neighbourhoods are essential to enhance 
neighbourhood connection and belonging. 

The City is excited to work together with the 
Armadale Line Upgrade Alliance to align the 
community’s vision with the level crossing 
removal project.

Engagement summary

76%
average 

neighbourhood 
satisfaction

a well-designed 
skate park could 

be a major 
attraction

55,561
impressions on 

social media 

people love 
local activity 

and gathering 
places

1,244
page visits 

respondents 
can’t wait to 
remove the 

level crossings

2,458
engagements on 

social media

a feeling of 
safety is a priority

73%
average sense 
of belonging 

accessible, 
connected urban 
places and green 

spaces

We heard from the neighbourhood in three ways:

The feedback identified the following priority themes:

862 
bump in connections 
nurtured at our 
welcome events

38 
in person interviews 
with local residents 
and business owners

55 
survey responses 
from the local 
neighbourhood
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Queens Park is one of the City’s most diverse 
neighbourhoods with 60% of residents born overseas.

The neighbourhood is rich in community 
infrastructure, public open space and 
cultural assets however community groups 
don’t collaborate, and many people feel 
they lack the capacity to help improve and 
activate the local area. 

Wanju Welcome Queens Park is the 
City’s revitalisation action plan to create 
a neighbourhood of welcome in which 
everyone feels like they belong, can be 
themselves and take ownership for shaping 
the neighbourhood story.

The project seeks to welcome (“Wanju”) 
everyone to Queens Park and to celebrate 
the diversity of our community and nurture 
connections between people. It’s about 
working together to breathe new life and 
vitality into the neighbourhood to ensure it is 
safe, vibrant and accessible.

To support this community-led revitalisation 
approach the City initiative Welcome 
Aboard was designed to help generate 
ideas and inspiration for making a vibrant, 
welcoming community hub under and 
around the elevated rail soon to be delivered 
through Queens Park and Cannington. 
 

QUEENS PARK REVITALISATION PLAN

The objective of the Queens Park 
Revitalisation Plan is to revitalise the Queens 
Park neighbourhood in partnership with 
community over the short term (three years) 
and beyond.

The City, in collaboration with community, 
intends to imbue the neighbourhood with new 
life and vitality, harnessing local assets, and 
responding to identified community need.

A core component of our objective is to 
ensure that the community is: empowered 
to use facilities, run events, operate local 
businesses and develop ideas for improving 
the neighbourhood; and to collaborate on 
City and State led projects. 

The City seeks to address the historical 
inequity of interest and investment in the 
Queens Park neighbourhood and deliver 
a number of projects and business as 
usual activities that will benefit the local 
community.

QUEENS 
PARK

Context 
Engagement 
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METRONET LEVEL CROSSING 

REMOVAL

The delivery of Western Australia’s 
first elevated rail through Queens 
Park and Cannington is a once-in-a-
generation urban renewal opportunity. The 
Level crossing removals at Hamilton St, 
Wharf St and Welshpool Rd will enhance 
connectivity of existing neighbourhoods 
and upgraded stations at Queens Park and 
Cannington will breathe new life and vitality 
into the local area. 

In addition to the Queens Park Revitalisation, 
the City has a pivotal role to play in facilitating 
the effective integration of supporting land 
uses around the station precincts. This will 
occur through the progression of the Canning 
City Centre urban renewal project and by 
optimising its existing land assets opposite 
Queens Park Station. 

To help inform the planning and future 
delivery of these precincts the City sought 
to engage more broadly with the local 
community on ideas and inspiration to create 
a vibrant and welcoming station precinct.

THE GOALS OF WELCOME ABOARD

• Coordinate a short, sharp engagement 
initiative linked to the current 
Wanju Welcome Queens Park and 
Neighbourhood Revitalisation Plan.

• Provide an opportunity for the City to 
host a community conversation about the 
neighbourhood aspirations.

• Host a series of community events to help 
nurture connections and generate ideas 
and inspirations for making a vibrant, 
welcoming station precinct under and 
around the elevated rail.

 

Welcome Aboard is an initiative of Wanju Welcome Queens 
Park to generate ideas and inspiration for making a vibrant, 
welcoming community hub under and around the elevated rail 
soon to be delivered through Queens Park and Cannington. 

We want to hear our communities vision for ‘what makes a welcoming 
neighbourhood?’ and how to introduce a celebrated level of community 
amenity.  By understanding the neigbourhood’s aspirations we can work 
together to imagine, program and activate a platform for the future!   
Get aboard, everyone is welcome! 

WELCOME EVENTS
WED 9 MARCH 
Pop-Up Skate Park Installation 
Cannington Leisureplex 

MON 14 - FRI 18 MARCH 
Pop-Up Welcome Pod Installation 
Mural Installation by Kim Mintz 
Cnr George Street & Railway Parade

MON 14 & 21 MARCH 5pm – 6pm 
Skateboard Sessions  
Cannington Leisureplex   
Pop-Up Skate Park    

FRI 25 MARCH 3pm – 7pm  
Open Street Welcome Day 
Queens Park Station | Help us 
celebrate the neighbourhood with street 
football, local talent live performances, 
footpath art and street play.

WED 30 MARCH 6pm-7pm 
Neighbourhood Cycle  
Queens Park Welcome Pod

Join us at our community events or share 
your welcome idea by following the link 
https://culturecounts.cc/s/58aNPa
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Gibbs Street 
Safe Active Street

Wanju, Welcome Queens Park aspires to create a neighbourhood  
of welcome in which everyone feels like they belong!

Scan here to share 
your welcome idea

Wanju, means ‘welcome’ in Noongar 
language. Wanju, Welcome is an initiative 
of the City of Canning that celebrates 
the diversity of our community and 
nurtures connections between people.

It’s about working together to 
breathe new life and vitality into 
the neighbourhood to ensure it is 
safe, vibrant and accessible. 

Wanju, Welcome Queens Park aspires 
to create a neighbourhood of welcome 
in which everyone feels like they 
belong, can be themselves and take 
ownership for shaping our shared story.

Get involved and help shape a 
neighbourhood of welcome.  Join us at 
our welcome events, get involved with 
one of our welcome teams or share your 
Queens Park neighbourhood story.  

Join our welcome events  
mailing list by emailing  
welcome@canning.wa.gov.au
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A neighbourhood approach is a new way to make great places. 

It champions a holistic and 
integrated approach to help 
shape the fabric and character 
of a neighbourhood, to enhance 
neighbourhood connection and give 
people who live and work there a 
sense of wellbeing and belonging.

It is about celebrating the 
neighbourhood stories from the 
past, connecting to stories in the 
present and working together to 
help conceive and create potential 
stories. A core idea is encouraging 
community-led neighbourhoods that 
encourage people to take ownership 
for shaping the neighbourhood story.

Helping people get involved is 
important because we know people’s 
experience of of belonging is directly 
correlated to subsequent willingness 
to contribute to the ‘common good’ 
or be engaged in the life of their 
community.

Our welcome process helps get the 
community involved by triggering 
an instinctive feeling that galvanises 
people into action. A process that 
acknowledges we have a shared 
responsibility in welcoming people to 
the neighbourhood.

HOW DOES THIS WORK?

Our welcome process helps put 
people at the heart of the story

Our welcome actions and process 
generate strong local welcome 
stories, nurture connections and 
improves neigbourhood satisfaction. 

Wanju Welcome gets people 
involved and ties all neighbourhood 
activities together, supporting 
the community-led rejuvenation 
of the neighbourhood area, and 
engendering community pride.

OUR
WELCOME
PROCESS

WELCOME 
STORIES
Celebrate stories 
of diversity in our  
community

WELCOME 
TEAMS
Neighbourhood teams 
to initiate community-
led welcome events 
and help shape 
Council-led projects

WELCOME  
EVENTS
Community 
events, activities or 
programs that create 
opportunities for 
people to connect 
with one another 

WELCOME 
PODS
Places of 
welcome for the 
neighbourhood  
to gather

ENGAGEMENT 
Background
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Join us for 8 weeks of summer fun  
in Queens Park Reserve

Every Wednesday

2 Feb – 23 March 2022 | 4.30pm - 6.30pm
Queens Park Reserve playground and gazebo precinct.

WALK
TALKPlay IN 

QUEENS 
PARK 

Scan here to share 
your Queens Park 
neighbourhood story
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WANJU WELCOME NEIGHBOURHOODS

WALK
TALKPlay

Join us for 8 weeks of summer fun  
in Queens Park Reserve

Every Wednesday

2 Feb – 23 March 2022 | 4.30pm - 6.30pm

Queens Park Reserve playground and gazebo precinct.

IN 
QUEENS 
PARK 

WALK
Discover and learn new 
Noongar words as you walk 
around Queens Park Reserve.

PLAY
Join the fun activities on 
offer, including multisport, 
water play and rhymes.

TALK
Immerse yourself in a cultural 
story, taste a cuisine or enjoy 
an experience of local culture.

FOOTPATH ART 
Community painting with  
local artist Mel McVee  
Mary Mackillop Park 
Saturday 2 - Sunday 3 October 
10am – 2pm (both days)

GRANDPARENTS DAY
Art + Games + Fun 
Queens Park Seniors Club 
Wednesday 7 October 
1pm - 4pm

PROJECTOR ART
Light up Queens Park Reserve 
From Wednesday 20 October

WATERCOLOUR
WORKSHOP
Try your hand at a watercolour 
workshop! 
Queens Park Seniors Club 
Wednesday 20 October  
1.30pm - 3.30pm

MEET THE ARTISTS 
Queens Park Reserve Mural 
Join local artist Brenton See  
and Deanne Tann 
Treasure Road carpark  
Monday 25 October 
10.30am - 11.30am

QUEENS PARK
PRIMARY SCHOOL
19TH ANNUAL ART
EXHIBITION
Open to students,  
parents and community  
Wednesday 27 - Thursday  
28 October  
3pm - 4pm 

Community Event   
Friday 29 October  
3pm - 4pm

ART IN QUEENS PARK aims to bring the neighbourhood 
together through a showcase of artistic events and 
activities to enliven Queens Park. Please join us!

ART IN 
QUEENS
PARK

QUEENS PARK 
OPEN 
SPACE
Makeover

The State Football Centre is currently being constructed at 
Queens Park Open Space, a $32 million State and Federal 
Government project. This has generated a number of 
neighbourhood projects across Queens Park, including the 
creation of the Queens Park Open Space Masterplan which  
was endorsed by Council in November 2020.

The Masterplan is a vision for the 
future and feedback received by the 
community has helped developed 
the following directions  for these 
important spaces:

• Nature Play; play is interwoven with 
nature, both in form and function

• Returning the links; the masterplan 
brings back key biodiversity linkages 
across the site

• Protecting the bush; managing 
impacts whilst helping the 
community to learn and understand 
its vulnerability

• Creating connections; clarifying 
where people can go in the site 
through formalised paths

• Building community; making space 
for the community to grow and use 
the space.

Join us on the journey of the Queens Park Open Space Makeover, which will create  
a vibrant space for you to enjoy and celebrate the Park’s natural environment.

Subscribe for updates on the project and how you can be  
involved at yoursaycanning.com.au/queens-park-open-space 

Baris Education and Culture are opening their 
doors to welcome the community and strengthen 
relationships with their local neighbourhood.

Come and taste some delicious traditional Turkish dishes,  
and be treated to a diverse Community Welcome Dinner!

The Community Welcome Dinner is an initiative of Wanju 
Welcome Queens Park and aims to celebrate the diversity in  
the neighbourhood. 

Naija Football Club invites you to join in or watch a social  
soccer match at Maniana Park from 4pm before the dinner.

Everyone is welcome!

Date: Saturday 13 November 2021

Time: 5pm – 7pm

Place: Maniana Community Facility, Whitlock Road, Queens Park

RSVP is essential – welcome@canning.wa.gov.au or 0479 198 922

COMMUNITY 
WELCOME

Dinner

Wanju, means ‘welcome’ in Noongar 
language. Wanju, Welcome is an initiative 
of the City of Canning that celebrates 
the diversity of our community and 
nurtures connections between people.

It’s about working together to 
breathe new life and vitality into 
the neighbourhood to ensure it is 
safe, vibrant and accessible. 

Wanju, Welcome Queens Park aspires 
to create a neighbourhood of welcome 
in which everyone feels like they 
belong, can be themselves and take 
ownership for shaping our shared story.

Get involved and help shape a 
neighbourhood of welcome.  Join us at 
our welcome events, get involved with 
one of our welcome teams or share your 
Queens Park neighbourhood story.  

Join our welcome events mailing  
list by emailing  
welcome@canning.wa.gov.au
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Wanju, Welcome Queens Park aspires to create a neighbourhood  
of welcome in which everyone feels like they belong!

Scan here to share 
your Queens Park 

neighbourhood story
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A great neighbourhood 
has a strong identity that 
builds connectedness in its 
community. Our relationship to 
a neighbourhood is strengthened 
when we are invested in its past, 
present and potential stories. 

Respondents were asked to share their own story of 
Queens Park and Cannington so we could understand 
the local community’s vision for ‘what makes a 
welcoming neighbourhood’ and how to introduce a 
celebrated level of community amenity.

A summary of the community stories are listed below.

STORIES
Community

WHAT WAS QUEENS PARK AND 

CANNINGTON LIKE WHEN YOU FIRST 

MOVED HERE?

• Not much different to what it is now. Full of 
potential but nothing actually happening

• Much the same, very little improvement around 
Queens Park Station

• Not a great reputation, you didn’t want to get 
caught on the Armadale Line on your own

• Vibrant open spaces large blocks of land vast 
population of various species of Fauna and Flora

• Maniana was wildest in Perth. Lots of young 
people coming to Queens Park Station to hang 
out in the nearby Parks. Nobody could stop them. 
Coronation Hotel was a key feature in 1970s

• I have been here 5 years and it seems only 
recently it has become more community focused
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WHAT WORDS DO PEOPLE WHO 

DON’T LIVE HERE USE TO DESCRIBE 

QUEENS PARK AND CANNINGTON?

Quotes

• Love it, everything is close

• Lots of planes

• Oh you live there! 

• Dodgy area, not really very nice

• Full of facilities, near to station, big shopping 
centre close by, and people living with 
Multicultural families

• Standard has gone up, changing quickly, 
perfect location m
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WHAT MAKES A WELCOMING 

NEIGHBOURHOOD? 

• A good sense of community, places where people 
can gather, a coffee shop, playgrounds and parks

• Neighbours chatting enjoying front yards, in the 
streets, a few local businesses to visit or strip, 
know neighbours

• The people, friendly neighbours, people getting 
along and not fighting, no high rise.

• Feeling comfortable to walk around, parks to visit, 
places to meet up

• Being safe is the most important, outdoor 
activities that the kids can do, community events.

• Lots of walking spaces, outdoor facilities for kids 
like playgrounds etc, cafes and lots of lighting 
when dark

• The community, everyone friendly and 
welcoming, knowing your neighbours, live near 
people you go to school with

• Helpful people, moral values, people from 
diverse communities living together without 
discrimination

• Open spaces with wetlands for wildlife clean verges
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WHAT IS A LOCAL 

NEIGHBOURHOOD GEM? 

Top 5

1. Cannington Leisureplex

2. Queens Park Reserve

3. Carousel Shopping Centre

4. Mills Park

5. Bushland & Surrounding Parks

• Cannington Leisureplex. Local parks

• Remaining bushland

• Carousel, Leisureplex could be a gem if it was better 
utilised , Canning River Café

• The new mural on the Queens Park Reserve 
Recreation Centre 

• Mills Park Skate Park in Beckenham - But that’s run by 
the best council for children’s outdoor infrastructure 
- the City of Gosnells. They run free Skate Park Jams 
frequently with free DJ’s, Kenwick Pizza, and giveaway 
prizes. It really brings the community together and our 
children are our future so let’s look after them! 

IF YOU COULD CHANGE ONE THING 

ABOUT YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WHAT WOULD IT BE?

1.  Respondents can’t wait to remove  
the level crossings

The neighbourhood welcomes the removal of level 
crossings and how it will help improve safety, ease 
congestion, create more connections, revitalise the area 
and create versatile public spaces for the community. 
Responses also indicated that enhanced amenity at 
the new stations will be a big improvement for the 
neighbourhood.

• New train station with more places to sit and relax, no 
more waiting at level crossings

• Better facilities at Queens Park Station, look better, 
more security

• Level crossing are terrible and removal will support 
better transport accessibility 

2.  People love local activity and  
gathering places

The responses demonstrate that importance of creating 
a vibrant, welcoming community hub under and around 
the rail to nurture connections between people and the 
places they share. 

• Make some spots to gather and support more events 
like this, more meeting spots for people to meet

• More welcoming, nice people and public art

• Please make sure that under elevated train line there will 
be a lot of community space and events. Outdoor gym, 
playground, green area and events like foodtruck etc.

• Happy, more kids activities, family orientated events, 
outdoor movies

• More cafe’s and restaurants nearby. More community 
events. More community activity

• More cafes around the queens park area, somewhere 
toddler friendly for mums and bubs to get together. 
Also more shades play areas. Being such a family-
oriented area I think it’s better to cater to young 
families

• More facilities for kids play area and Cafes 

• TAB should not be here. More greening of spaces 
and trees. Area around Queens Park Deli should be 
more lively.

3. A feeling of safety is a priority

Safety clearly has an impact on how people participate 
and contribute to the community. Comments about 
safety included how we create, design, and maintain 
public places to enhance perceptions of safety.

• Safety, don’t feel safe walking at night, don’t feel safe 
catching trains

• Reduce crime, it’s getting really bad

• More security so that people, especially girls can move 
around at night

• More lighting at night, good having slow spaces for 
people walking and driving

• More street lights

• More lighting needed on and around train station

• Lots of violence so need more things for young people 
to do, I like Cannington Station because it has a toilet
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4. Accessible, connected urban places  
and green space

Respondents were very engaged with ideas for ways to 
shape the fabric and character of station precinct and 
the local neighbourhood. 

• Better station streetscape - completely change 
paving on pavement. Need strategic planning for 
better and accessible parking. Need public toilet - 
most important

• More parking, smoother and wider sidewalks

• Expansion of the wetlands, more tree cover in the 
parks, and protection of local wildlife areas.

• Playgrounds and outdoor gyms in parks or under 
elevated train line

• Update playgrounds and exercise equipment, bike 
track for kids, area for picnics in the park with BBQs

• Please update Mariana Park with proper children 
playground 

• Public toilet needed at Queens Park Station

• Wheelchair ramps, not to be so steep, many around 
Queens Park and Cannington are dangerously steep, 
and cause tipping, many time l go down backwards, 
leaving me in danger entering the road this way.

• Improve City of Canning owned road. Improve 
streetscape and security. Improve access and passive 
surveillance 

5. A well-designed skate park could be a 
major attraction

The City installed a pop-up skate park and hosted 
skateboarding sessions as part of the engagement. 
There was good utilisation of the park and strong 
attendance at the sessions. Insights from people who 
have provided feedback indicated that there is potential 
for a permanent skate park under the rail.

• Willeton has new skate park but that’s ages away. 
What about a Queens Park or Cannington Park for 
the kids? We have heaps of vacant land around Coker 
Park and also the swampy part at Queens Park oval 
where there is already car parks in place. 

• Please arrange a survey to gauge community support 
for a Queens Park/Cannington well designed skate 
park that blends well into the environment which 
will provide the community with so much fun, great 
exercise and positive mental health from roller 
skating, scootering and skateboarding. It will provide 
a great incentive to encouraging our kids and adults 
to get away from those addictive screens and out 
into the fresh air doing fun activities that they love! 
It will help forge new friendships and a real sense 
of community like Milks Park Skate Park has. Let’s 
give the ratepayers and their families something so 
positive that they can enjoy for generations to come. I 
feel that an idea like this is so crucial to our part of the 
community. 
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PERCEPTIONS
Community 
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Respondents were asked if they had visited any of the 
following locations in the local community in the last month. 
Category responses were generated by City staff to create a 
representative list of major community locations along the 
rail corridor.

Respondents were also provided an ‘other’ option that they 
could provide their own custom response for, in addition to 
the prompted list. Results for this question and a selection of 
commonly provided ‘other’ options are provided below.

Other?

• Queens Park Primary
• Queens Park Reserve
• Maniana Park
• St Judes School
• NP Supermarket
• Bentley Plaza
• Bentley Markets
• Spudshed
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Have you visited any of the following places in the last month?

OUTCOME AVERAGES

Survey respondents moved a slider to indicate 
whether they agreed or disagreed with the 
included dimension statements in relation to the 
neighbourhood. 

The Welcome Aboard survey used two dimensions 
to track community perceptions and outcomes. 

These dimensions were:

• Belonging: I feel like I belong 
to my neighbourhood

• Satisfaction: I like living in my 
neighbourhood

The following charts contain the response 
data for ‘public’ responses, showing the 
average result for each dimension.

Belonging

Satisfaction

Neutral

76%

74%

Strongly
Agree

Strongly
Disagree

Dimension Averages
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CORRELATIONS

Respondents were asked about their community participation 
and engagement. These are common ‘factors’ that can be tested 
against results of the ‘dimensions’ questions to identify and 
understand any statistically-significant differences in results.

An analysis is run on the ‘dependant variables’ - in this case, 
these are the results for the dimensions. 

The following factor was tested:

• Visited: Have you visited any of the 
following places in the last month?

The following charts highlight the results.

Belonging Average

Satisfaction Average
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Agree
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Disagree
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COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK

A selection of additional comments have been highlighted below.

Positive

• The Council is thinking ahead, 
great to see.

• Love walking paths, trees and 
greenery.

• Be good to see more bicycle 
friendly paths connecting 
suburbs together.

Neutral

• A permanent skate park, 
increased tree coverage, 
protection of the wetlands and 
wildlife corridors.

• Regular events not just one-off 
events.

• This event is great, hope there is 
more to come. Our kids enjoyed 
themselves with soccer and 
music.

• Curious about the pink container!

• Only one comment the Parks 
need to be upgraded for kids, 
specifically playgrounds. 

• Need to facilitate sports, draw 
kids to belong to a group doing 
something they love. Create 
a parenthood or supportive 
structure for kids. Villagehood 
feel. Community feel.

Negative

• I just hope that the Lifts for the 
new stations will accommodate 
extra wide wheelchairs or I’ll end 
up not being able to use the trains 
anymore and limited to only a 
4km area around my home.

• Security, more security checks by 
Council.

• More Rangers needed to control 
rubbish dumping and parking of 
large vehicles in the suburb.
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